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Week Ending Friday, September 20, 1996

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Constitution and
Convention of the International
Telecommunication Union

September 13, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Constitution and Conven-
tion of the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU), with Annexes, signed at Gene-
va on December 22, 1992, and amendments
to the Constitution and Convention, signed
at Kyoto on October 14, 1994, together with
declarations and reservations by the United
States as contained in the Final Acts. I trans-
mit also, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Constitution and Convention
and the amendments thereto.

The 1992 Constitution and Convention re-
place the ITU Convention signed in Nairobi
in 1982. Prior to the 1992 Constitution and
Convention, the ITU Convention had been
routinely replaced at successive Pleni-
potentiary Conferences every 5 to 10 years.
The 1992 Constitution and Convention rep-
resent the first basic instruments of the ITU
intended to be permanent. Basic provisions
on the organization and structure of the ITU
and fundamental substantive rules governing
international telecommunications matters
are embodied in the Constitution. The ITU
Convention is comprised of provisions on the
functioning of the ITU and its constituent
parts.

The 1992 Constitution and Convention re-
flect the effort by ITU Member countries to
restructure the ITU to make it more effective
in responding to the changes taking place in
telecommunications. The United States is
pleased with the restructuring of the ITU.
The changes adopted are expected to enable
the ITU to meet challenges brought on by

the dynamic telecommunications environ-
ment.

The 1994 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference
was convened less than 4 months after the
entry into force of the Constitution and Con-
vention to amend the 1992 Constitution and
Convention. Recognizing that more time
should be allowed to evaluate the extensive
changes to the structure of the ITU, the Con-
ference adopted only a few minor amend-
ments, which were acceptable to the United
States.

In signing the 1992 Constitution and Con-
vention and the 1994 amendments, the Unit-
ed States made certain declarations and res-
ervations. The specific declarations and res-
ervations are discussed in the report of the
Department of State.

The 1992 Constitution and Convention en-
tered into force July 1, 1994, for states which,
by that date, had notified the Secretary Gen-
eral of the ITU of their approval thereof and,
in the same manner, the amendments to the
Constitution and Convention entered into
force on January 1, 1996.

Subject to the U.S. declarations and res-
ervations mentioned above, I believe the
United States should be a party to the ITU
Constitution and Convention, as amended.
They will improve the efficiency of manage-
ment of the ITU and will allow it to be more
responsive to the needs of the United States
Government and private sector. It is my hope
that the Senate will take early action on this
matter and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 13, 1996.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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The President’s Radio Address
September 14, 1996

Good morning. Today I know the thoughts
and prayers of every American are with our
men and women in uniform serving in the
Persian Gulf, standing up for America’s inter-
ests. I want to speak with you about why 10
days ago I ordered our Armed Forces to
strike Iraq, what we have accomplished, and
where we go from here.

America’s vital interests in the Persian
Gulf are constant and clear: to help protect
our friends in the region against aggression,
to work with others in the fight against terror-
ism, to preserve the free flow of oil, and to
build support for a comprehensive Middle
East peace. Any group or nation that threat-
ens the stability of the region threatens those
interests.

For the past 5 years, Saddam Hussein has
repeatedly threatened the stability of the
Persian Gulf and our allies Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait. Time and again, he has lashed out
recklessly against his neighbors and against
his own people. America’s policy has been
to contain Saddam, to reduce the threat he
poses to the region and to do it in a way
that makes him pay a price when he acts
recklessly. That is why when Saddam sent
his troops into the Kurdish city of Urbil in
Northern Iraq 2 weeks ago, we responded
strongly, immediately, and strategically.

If we had failed to answer Saddam’s provo-
cation, he would have been emboldened to
act even more recklessly and in a manner
more dangerous to our interests. That is why
we did respond and why we did so in a way
that made our interests more secure. We
acted in southern Iraq, where our interests
are the most vital and where we had the ca-
pacity to increase the international commu-
nity’s ability to deter aggression by Saddam
against his neighbors.

I ordered the attacks in order to extend
the no-fly zone in Iraq, the air space through
which Iraq’s military is not allowed to fly.
Now, we control the skies over Iraq from the
border of Kuwait to the southern suburbs of
Baghdad. This action tightened the strategic
straightjacket on Saddam, making it harder
for him to threaten Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
and easier for us to stop him if he does. In

so doing, we advanced America’s fundamen-
tal interests in the region.

Of course, our interests also must include
protecting the safety of our own pilots who
are patrolling the expanded no-fly zone. That
is why our cruise missiles struck the bulk of
Saddam’s air defense system in southern
Iraq. The United States will take whatever
steps are necessary to protect our pilots as
they enforce the expanded no-fly zone and
to defend our strategic interests. I have or-
dered sufficient forces to the region to give
us that capability.

On another note, let me say that I deeply
regret the very week our Armed Forces ad-
vanced America’s interests halfway around
the world. Here at home, the Senate missed
an historic opportunity to make our soldiers
and citizens safer by failing to vote on the
Chemical Weapons Convention. The fact
that our troops are facing off against Saddam
Hussein, who once amassed stockpiles of
chemical weapons and still seeks to develop
them, should have underscored the impor-
tance of this treaty. But the treaty seems to
have gotten caught up in election year poli-
ticking.

It’s been nearly 4 years since the Bush ad-
ministration signed the Chemical Weapons
Convention and 3 years since I submitted it
to the Congress. We’ve been at this a long
time, and I have no intention of letting this
treaty die. Our military supports it, leaders
of our Nation’s foreign policy, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, including President
Bush, General Colin Powell, and Senator
Dick Lugar, support it.

We all agree that we should be sending
a strong message as a united country that
America will do its part to banish poison gas
from the Earth. And meanwhile, we must do
everything we can to protect our soldiers and
to keep such weapons out of the hands of
terrorists. The Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion will clearly help us to do that.

So I want the American people to know
that I will work with the Senate to pass the
Chemical Weapons Convention when a
calmer political climate prevails. We cannot
afford to play partisan politics with America’s
security. Our troops, who are doing such an
outstanding job in the Gulf and all around
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the world, and all the American people de-
serve better than that.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 p.m. on
September 13 in the Map Room for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on September 14.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on Hurricane Fran in Raleigh, North
Carolina
September 14, 1996

The President. Thank you, Governor. I
don’t want to say too much right now. We
mostly just came down to listen and to see
what we could do to help. But I would like
to say, first of all, that like most Americans,
I’ve followed the course of the hurricane and
the storms and the rains. I have followed very
closely. I did see the video on the way down
of the—specifically focusing on your damage
along the beach, but I also have watched over
the last several days as the damage took its
toll and then this remarkable job of cleaning
that has been done.

I want to thank all of you who have worked
on this. I frankly was amazed when we flew
over the damaged area and how much had
been done to at least prepare the way to re-
build the homes and to get the trees up and
do the other things that have been done, and
I take my hat off to you. And we will do
whatever we can to help. A lot of our admin-
istration people have been down here. Sec-
retary Riley—I asked Secretary Riley this
morning, I said, ‘‘Dick, why are you coming
with us today?’’ And he said, ‘‘Well, I’m a
Carolinian,’’ he said. [Laughter] He said,
‘‘Besides, there were schools damaged; I be-
long down there.’’

And I thank you for what you said about
James Lee Witt. I thought I should send
someone down here who did not speak with
an accent—[laughter]—so that you would—
there would be no time lost in translation.
But I believe that if we can perform as well
over the next several weeks as the people
of North Carolina have performed in the last
week, we will be able to recover from this.

I also know, Governor, you told me on the
way down there has been an enormous
amount of loss to the agricultural crops, to

the tobacco, the corn, perhaps some others,
and I’d like to hear about that. We just want
to know what the full dimensions of the prob-
lems are and what we can do to help, and
we’ll do our best.

[At this point, the roundtable discussion
began.]

The President. First of all, I would like
to—let me begin by thanking all of you who
have spoken and those who worked in public
capacities and the citizens who told their sto-
ries. Thank you in Wilmington, Mr. Mayor,
and the others for joining us by satellite. The
wonders of modern technology have given
us a picture of that house, which proves that
no matter how modern technology gets, we
are not in total control, and I thank you all
for what you have done.

What I’d like to do in the time we have
available here is just to—first of all, let me
tell you that we talked—the Governor and
Congresswoman Clayton and I talked on the
way down here with Leon Panetta and Mr.
Witt and others about what we could do be-
fore the Congress goes home, maybe, to get
a little help here for North Carolina and for
the other States that were damaged not as
badly, but there was still quite a bit of signifi-
cant damage from Hurricane Fran in some
other States and whether we could get some-
thing done. So we’re looking at that.

What I’d like to do is to have the clearest
picture I can when I leave here today of what
your priorities are. Phil Lader, our Small
Business Administration director, is here.
Jim, you told me, I think, 50,000 small busi-
nesses have been hurt by this hurricane, and
I think we’ve acknowledged everyone else
here. North Carolinian Martin Lancaster is
here from the Defense Department, and
General Genega, the head of the Corps of
Engineers.

We’d like to know exactly what you need
done the most quickly, and what priority—
what we need to be sensitive to. And we want
to do the best we can to try to fashion this
relief package that’s as adequate as possible
within the limits of the law. We also want
to organize our own efforts in a way that is
most helpful to you.

We’ve been dealing with the emergencies
in the last week, but Mr. Culbreth just said—

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:46 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.016 p38se4



1752 Sept. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

I mean, I frankly was astonished that you had
over 98 percent of the people hooked up to
their power again. I think it’s a stunning
achievement. But now we need to focus on
where to go from here and how to do the
rebuilding. I’m glad to see Commissioner
Graham out there, and, Mr. Campbell, I’m
glad to see you.

I asked on the way in about the farm losses
and how we could help to deal with that.
So I’d just like for anybody here around the
table or out in the audience—again, there
are a couple of public officials I see on the
television there in Wilmington or at least citi-
zens who haven’t said anything. Anybody
wants to say anything else to me about what
you feel should be done in what order, I
would like to hear it.

[At this point, the discussion continued.]

The President. I guess one of the things
I would like to point out, just parenthetically,
on the Federal assistance, most of the Fed-
eral assistance I think is funds we need to
get to you for these big categories of things,
whereas the mayor said, the people will know
what to do with it. There are some things
where we have direct Federal appropriations,
where we’re going to be looking to see that
we have done everything that we should do—
I’ll give you an example—to fix the Federal-
aid roads and the bridges, you know, where
we ought to be moving that money as quickly
as possible. I think that—and they’ve un-
leashed another $5 million or something
today that can fix a lot of the bridges.

And then there’s money we have directly
from the Department of Labor to help peo-
ple who have lost their jobs, either to hire
them as temporary workers or to retrain
them, do whatever is necessary, and I believe
that about $8 million has been allocated for
that. And so I think that’s important, too.

We want to make sure that we have—that
on the laws already on the books, the money
already appropriated, the things that the
Federal Government can just go ahead and
pay for directly, even though the work may
be done on contract or by people down here,
we’re getting that out here, too, because I
think—the magnitude of the losses here is
so great that there may be things that we
haven’t even thought of yet, that we could

be moving on. And we want to just—I think
the main thing is, just to get as much happen-
ing as quickly as possible. It’s obvious that
you are all very well organized and will make
the most of whatever is given to you.

I’d like to thank the Red Cross and all of
the volunteers. I know you’ve had people
here from 18 or 20 States coming in. I see
some of our AmeriCorps volunteers out
there; I know they’ve been working; I thank
them for doing that. If you can think of any-
thing else—let me tell you what we’re going
to do on the budget issue. We talked to Con-
gresswoman Clayton, and we’ll get in touch
with Senator Helms and the others next
week—well, the first of the week, the day
after tomorrow—to see if before the Con-
gress recesses for the election recess, we can
find an amendment process by which we
could actually get some relief now so that
it’s not just a bill that everybody says they’re
for, that we actually produced something for
you in the next 3 or 4 days. We could do
it next week if we got real lucky and every-
body just pulled together.

You know, this country has been so af-
flicted by disasters in the last 4 years, just
since I’ve been President, I mean from the
earthquakes and the floods and the fires in
California to the Pacific Northwest and the
500-year flood in the Mississippi River Valley
to any number of things that have happened
along the East Coast. My guess is that there
will be an enormous amount of sympathy for
this across the country, because all of those
people know that people from North Caro-
lina and West Virginia and Virginia helped
them when they were in need, and I think
they will respond.

[At this point, the discussion continued.]

The President. Thank you very much,
Governor. Let me just say in closing, I’ve
been coming to North Carolina for many,
many years now, long before I ever got into
my present line of endeavor. And I’ve always
been impressed by the combination of sort
of old-fashioned, friendly hospitality and cre-
ative aggression—[laughter]—in this State. I
mean, I think it really accounts for a lot of
your success. And I will do exactly what you
ask. That’s why I made the point I did about
the Labor Department funds and the high-
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way bridge funds. We want to be a good part-
ner and a good friend and a good neighbor.

The second thing I’d like to say is that you
were very generous in complimenting every-
body else, but you and I have been friends
for nearly 20 years now, and I can say that
if every one of us in public life had the level
of energy, intelligence, and determination
you do, we wouldn’t have as many problems
as we do, and I thank you for your leadership.

The last thing I want to say is, you told
me today North Carolina State was getting
a new basketball gym, and as somebody who
once gave a speech in the old one—and it
was so hot I destroyed a suit while I was
doing it—I’m proud they’re going to do it,
and I wish them well this year, and I hope
they have a good season.

Thank you very much. God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the State
fairgrounds. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
James B. Hunt, Jr.; Mayor Don Betz of Wilming-
ton; Maj. Gen. Stanley Genega, USA, Director
and Assistant Commander for Civil Works, Army
Corps of Engineers; Carson (Doug) Culbreth, en-
ergy division director, North Carolina Depart-
ment of Commerce; James Graham, State com-
missioner of agriculture; and Wayne Campbell,
State auditor.

Remarks at the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation Dinner
September 14, 1996

Thank you, Congressman Payne. He was
up here talking about me and our administra-
tion and laying it on so thick, it sounded so
good I wasn’t quite sure who he was talking
about. [Laughter] And Alexis Herman, sitting
over there with me, and he got down to the
end, she said, ‘‘He’s talking about you. This
is your introduction. Stand up; stand up.’’
[Laughter] Thank you so very much.

Thank you, Congressman Don Payne, for
your leadership of the Congressional Black
Caucus and for your passion for the people
of America and indeed for people around the
world. Thank you, Congressman Bill Jeffer-
son, for chairing this dinner for 2 years in
a row. [Applause] That is worth more than
applause, folks. Thank you for being my
friend for so long and way back in the begin-

ning when only you and my mother thought
I could be elected President. [Laughter]

Thank you, LeBaron Taylor, for chairing
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.
To all the members of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun,
honored guests. I’d also like to recognize and
thank for their service the retiring members
of the CBC: Kweisi Mfume, Cardiss Collins,
Cleo Fields, Barbara Rose Collins, and my
neighbor Harold Ford from Tennessee.
Please give them all a big hand. They have
served our country well. [Applause]

We have a lot of members of our adminis-
tration here tonight: our Energy Secretary
Hazel O’Leary, the Commerce Secretary
Mickey Kantor, Assistant Attorney General
Deval Patrick—thank you for sticking up for
the civil rights of all Americans, Deval—Fed-
eral Highway Administrator Rodney Slater,
Assistant to the President for Appointments
Bob Nash. If you get one, credit me; if you
don’t, blame him. [Laughter]

I’m glad to see my friend Mayor Dinkins
here tonight. The Director of the Office of
Drug Policy Control in the White House,
General Barry McCaffrey; former deputy
chairman of the African National Congress
Walter Sisilu is here. Thank you, Walter. And
the future Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives is here, Dick Gephardt, and
we’re glad to see him.

This is my fourth CBC dinner. I enjoy each
one better than the last. I thank all of you
for coming up here to shake my hand, and
I apologize for everyone I didn’t get to see.

Let me begin by recognizing your out-
standing awardees tonight. Thank you, first
of all, for honoring Alma Brown and for what
you have done also to honor the memory of
Ron Brown, who was clearly the greatest
Commerce Secretary in my lifetime, perhaps
in the history of the United States. I con-
gratulate Mary Frances Barry, Ingrid Saun-
ders Jones, Toni Fay, Elaine Jones, Con-
gressman John Conyers, Congressman Don-
ald Payne, LeBaron Taylor, Wade Hender-
son, and my good friend Andy Young. All
of you in your own way have moved our
country toward greater justice, equality, and
opportunity. Not only the members of this
foundation and the people at this dinner, but
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all Americans are in your debt, and we con-
gratulate you.

Ladies and gentlemen, last Monday I had
the privilege of awarding the highest honor
our Nation can bestow on any citizen, the
Medal of Freedom. One of the honorees,
John Johnson, is clearly a legend in the Afri-
can-American community, a man who started
with nothing in my home State, moved to
Illinois and made a pretty good career for
himself. I enjoyed seeing him there, and I
was glad to honor him.

But unfortunately, because of Hurricane
Fran, one awardee did not make it to the
White House to receive her award in person.
So earlier this evening, in a ceremony in the
Oval Office, I presented the Congressional
Medal of Freedom to a woman whose quiet
dignity ignited the most significant social
movement in the history of the United States,
Rosa Parks.

At this time, I’d like to ask Congressman
Bill Jefferson and Congressman Don Payne
to escort Rosa Parks to the stage so that we
can present her to you on this great night
of her recognition.

I would like to read the citation which I
presented to Rosa just a couple of hours ago,
along with this magnificent medal. Please be
seated. It says, ‘‘On December 1, 1955, going
home from work, Rosa Parks boarded a city
bus in Montgomery, Alabama, and with one
modest act of defiance, changed the course
of history. By refusing to give up her seat,
she sparked the Montgomery bus boycott
and helped launch the civil rights movement.
In the years since, she has remained commit-
ted to the cause of freedom, speaking out
against injustice here and abroad. Called the
‘first lady of civil rights,’ Rosa Parks has dem-
onstrated, in the words of Robert Kennedy,
that each time a person strikes out against
injustice, she sends forth the tiny ripple of
hope, which, crossing millions of others, can
sweep down the walls of oppression.’’ Pre-
sented at the White House in Washington,
September 9, 1996, to you, Rosa Parks.
Thank you, and God bless you.

Even one of the photographers said,
‘‘You’re lovely, Ms. Parks.’’ [Laughter] You
guys never say anything like that to me.
[Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, in the last couple
of weeks, as you may have noticed, I have
been out in the country meeting with our
fellow Americans. I took a train to the con-
vention in Chicago. And by the way, to all
of you who are here from Chicago, thank you
for a magnificent convention, for all you did.

We started in West Virginia and went into
Kentucky, all through Ohio, through Michi-
gan, ending up in Indiana. Then afterward,
Hillary and I and Al and Tipper Gore took
a bus trip from Missouri back into southern
Illinois, across into Kentucky, down through
Tennessee. And I went up to Wisconsin for
Labor Day. I have just been in Arizona and
California.

Everywhere I go the crowds are large and
enthusiastic, full of hope and conviction. It
is so different from 4 years ago when we had
high unemployment, the slowest job growth
since the Depression, stagnant wages, rising
crime, a country that was becoming even
more cynical about the political system, with
rising division.

I said then that I wanted to create a coun-
try in which we had opportunity for all, re-
sponsibility from all, and a community that
includes all Americans. I said that I thought
that Washington had become too caught up
in the politics of who is to blame and we’d
forgotten that what the main purpose of our
work here, which is not to say, who is to
blame but to ask, what are we going to do
about it?

Thanks to a lot of the people who are in
this room, we have been trying to do some-
thing about it for 4 years now. And after 4
years, as Don Payne said, we’ve got 101⁄2 mil-
lion new jobs, 41⁄2 million new homeowners,
a record number of new small businesses,
including in every year record numbers of
new businesses owned by women and mi-
norities. We have for the first time since be-
fore the Civil War cut the deficit in each one
of the 4 years of my Presidency. And we did
it without gutting Medicare, Medicaid, edu-
cation, the environment, and our commit-
ment to the proposition that everybody in
this country is entitled to be treated fairly
and justly.

Last year the African-American unemploy-
ment rate was in single digits for the first
time in two decades. Crime has gone down
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for 4 years in a row. Twelve million Ameri-
cans can take some time off when their ba-
bies are born or when their parents are sick
without losing their jobs because of the fam-
ily and medical leave law. Fifteen million
American families got a tax cut to stay off
welfare because they were working hard with
children under the earned-income tax in-
crease that was passed by the Members of
Congress in this room today.

Forty million Americans have had their
pensions protected. We shut down more
toxic waste dumps in 3 years than were shut
down in the 12 years before. Fifty million
Americans are breathing cleaner air. We
have standards for safer food. We’ve in-
creased the immunization of children. We’ve
increased the number of children with Head
Start. Our health care reform—the Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill, now says to 25 million Amer-
icans you can’t lose your health insurance
anymore just because somebody in your fam-
ily got sick; that’s what insurance is for.

Even though I was roundly criticized for
it in the most amazing quarters to me, in
the so-called progressive quarters of this
community when I became President, saying
that I wanted to prove we could have diver-
sity and excellence and that I thought we had
an obligation to try to construct a Govern-
ment that would look like America, could re-
late to America, and could work with Amer-
ica, I think it’s worked out pretty well. Forty-
two African-Americans have been nominated
to the Federal court since I became Presi-
dent. We’ve nominated more women and mi-
norities to the Federal bench by far than any
President in history, and they have the high-
est ratings collectively from the American
Bar Association of any nominees in history.
Don’t let anybody tell you you can’t have ex-
cellence and diversity. It is not true.

I’m grateful for the service of people like
Hazel O’Leary, Jesse Brown, Frank Raines,
our new Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, the first African-American
ever to hold that position. I’m grateful for
those who went before them in our Cabinet,
of course Ron Brown but also Lee Brown
and Mike Espy. I’m grateful for the dif-
ference that people like Deval Patrick and
Jim Joseph and Rodney Slater make. I’m
grateful that for the first time ever there are

three top assistants to the President in the
White House who are African-American,
Alexis Herman, Maggie Williams, and Bob
Nash.

I’m proud to announce tonight that the
Clinton/Gore campaign has appointed to
serve as honorary campaign chairs Alma
Brown and Congressman John Lewis, along
with Terry McAuliffe; Senator David Pryor;
Governor Roy Romer; the former Governor
of Texas, Ann Richards; and Linda Chavez-
Thompson. They will lead our effort to
spread the message and organize our reelec-
tion efforts around the country. Thank you,
John, and thank you, Alma.

Now, that is a pretty good start. I guess
I should also mention what Don Payne said,
that we had to say no to some things we
couldn’t just say yes to. We said no to the
attempts to balance the budget by raising
taxes on poor working people, raiding work-
ers’ pension funds, breaking our commit-
ments to education, breaking our commit-
ment to poor little children, seniors in nurs-
ing homes, families with disabilities by essen-
tially ending Medicaid’s guarantee; no to the
effort to create a two-tier system of Medicare
which would have hurt the oldest and the
poorest and the sickest of our seniors; no to
the attempts to undermine 25 years of bipar-
tisan support for environmental protection.

But that is not enough. We have to do
more. We have come a long way, if you look
at where we are now compared to where we
were 4 years ago. Then wages were dropping;
now they’re rising. There are lots of things
that are better. But every one of you knows
that we are not yet prepared for the enor-
mous transition to the 21st century that we’re
all facing.

And we will not be prepared until we can
honestly say with a clear head and a clear
conscience that every single person in this
country who is willing to work for it can
achieve the American dream. Until we can
say that, until we can say, ‘‘We know we’re
still going to be the strongest force for peace,
freedom, and prosperity in the world,’’ until
we can say, ‘‘And we know that our American
community is not going to go the way of all
these other countries where people spend all
their time fighting each other because of
their racial, their ethnic, their religious, their
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tribal differences—in this country, all you’ve
got to do is believe in the Constitution, the
Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and show up. And we’re for you,
you’re a part of our America, and you’re
walking on our bridge into the 21st century,’’
until we can say that, we have work to do.

So I ask you to support our efforts to bal-
ance the budget and keep the economy grow-
ing and keep those interest rates down but
to do it in a way that continues to invest in
the people and the places that still don’t fully
participate in the promise of America. And
I ask you to support a tax cut, but it ought
to be the right kind, focused on childrearing
and education and health care and buying
that first home. And it ought to be paid for.
And people like me who don’t need it
shouldn’t get it, blow up the deficit, and turn
right around and go back to the past and what
we did before, which caused our wreckage
in the economy and drove the unemploy-
ment rate up and left too many of our people
behind. So I want you to help me to build
the right kind of bridge to that 21st century.

I want to build a bridge where every 8-
year-old can read a book on his or her own,
where every 12-year-old in every classroom
in America can log in on the Internet. And
for the first time, I want the kids in the poor-
est urban classroom and the most isolated
rural classrooms to have the same edu-
cational opportunity at the same level of
quality in the same time as the children in
the richest classes in America can. And we
will do it in the next 4 years if we can build
the right bridge to the 21st century.

I want you to help me build a bridge where
we make 2 years of college just as universal
in 4 years from now as a high school edu-
cation is today. Now, that’s a tax cut worth
giving. Give people a tax cut for the cost of
community college tuition. Let them have
those 2 years of education. We will see the
incomes go up. We will see people getting
good jobs. And it will make a difference if
we build the right kind of bridge to the 21st
century. And I hope you’ll help me do that.

I also want you to help me in this election
period to remind America that for all of our
101⁄2 million new jobs, there are still people
in places that have been left behind. I want
you to remind America that you can’t require

people on welfare to go to work unless they
have work.

I want you to help me to spark a vast new
round of investments in our isolated inner-
city areas which have been left behind, help
me give the mayors and the others the power
to create those jobs and create those oppor-
tunities by cleaning up the environment, cre-
ating investment incentives, and putting peo-
ple to work. We cannot ever forget that there
are still too many Americans who could no
more come to this dinner than a man in the
Moon because they’re still looking for a job
and they need one tomorrow and we need
to do our best to make sure that they have
their part of 21st century America as well.

Let me just say, for those of you who don’t
think we can do that, look at what’s been
done in the empowerment zones that have
been created. Look at what’s happened in
Detroit where, when they became one of our
empowerment zone cities, they raised $2 bil-
lion in private investment to go with our tax
incentives and cash grants, and the unem-
ployment rate in 3 years in Detroit—Detroit,
a city I used to hear was gone—has dropped
from 81⁄2 percent to less than 4 percent in
Detroit, Michigan.

We can do this, folks. We can turn this
around if you are committed and I am com-
mitted and, I might say, if we get the kind
of Congress that will support the kind of poli-
cies that will enable us to move this country
forward.

And let me say one last thing. I just was
with a group of people right before I came
over here—this is an interesting story—I was
with a small group of Americans who are
from India. And it’s very interesting, of all
the groups in America—they’re relatively
small, only a half a million of them, but they
have the highest average educational attain-
ment, the highest average income, and the
highest average incidence of two-parent fam-
ilies of any group of Americans, including
WASP’s like me. But they were supporting
what we were trying to do, and they were
glad I was coming here to be with you, be-
cause they understand that we have to build
a bridge we can all walk across. And they
understand, unlike some, that in order for
them to be really successful, it does take a
village where we all work together to lift all
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of our children up and give all of our kids
a better opportunity.

And that’s the last thing I would like to
say to you. Yes, I refused to end affirmative
action, even though it was a popular thing
at the moment. I think the popularity has
sort of faded now because the few incidents
of things that didn’t work didn’t prove that
we should throw away something that had
plainly worked overwhelmingly for so many
people over the last 25 years and because
there is still evidence that we have a ways
to go.

I feel the same way about any form of dis-
crimination. And I think if we’re going to stay
on the right track we need to make sure we
have less discrimination, not more of it.

Just imagine what the future is going to
be like. Ten years from now those of you
who are eating here tonight have children
who will be doing jobs that have not been
invented yet. Just 10 years from now some
of our children will be doing jobs that have
not been imagined yet. Your Government is
now doing a research project with IBM to
build a supercomputer that will do more cal-
culations in one second than you can do to-
night if you go home and pick up a hand-
held calculator in—listen to this—30,000
years. That is how fast things are changing.
That is the magnitude of change we are fac-
ing.

And yet, there is no nation in the world
so well-positioned for the 21st century as the
United States, in no small measure because
of you and because of the hard, often bitter
lessons we have learned in coming to grips
with the problems rooted in the division of
the races from the beginning of our country.
Why? Because now we are the most diverse
big country in the world. And if we can main-
tain our commitment to staying on the cut-
ting edge of change and making sure every-
body gets a chance to go there, no one will
do as well as American children will in the
21st century if we can just remember that
we are blessed by our diversity just as much
as other countries have been cursed by
theirs.

Today the world is looking at the elections
in Bosnia, the first halting step to moving
from the absence of war—which is what they
have had since we went in there—to the be-

ginning of peace again. But how tragic it is
that that little country, where the Muslims
and Croats and the Serbs are actually bio-
logically indistinguishable and happen to be
in separate groups because of the develop-
ments of history—how sad it is that in that
little country, for 4 years, after decades of
getting along, they just set on each other and
started killing each other, even killing the
children. Why? Because the darker side of
human nature was put on a pedestal. Because
they were told the most important thing
about them is that they weren’t the other
guys.

And you look around the world and see
where all that’s happening. Now we’re wor-
ried about Burundi breaking out again and
having what happened in Rwanda happen in
Burundi. Why? Because the Hutus and the
Tutsis think the most important thing about
them is they’re not the other guy.

I went to Ireland a year ago, and the
streets were lined with the Catholics and
Protestants, the young children cheering and
yelling because they didn’t want any more
war over there. But the grownups didn’t have
as much sense as the kids did. And they start-
ed fighting again over things that happened
300, 400, 500, 600 years ago, telling the most
important thing about them was they weren’t
Catholic or they weren’t Protestant.

How long did South Africa suffer for the
same reason? And we have to remember—
that’s why I act so strongly when I see things
like the church burnings or synagogues or
Islamic centers being defaced—any of this
is wrong. We can never define ourselves as
Americans by saying we are so good because
we are not the other guy. The other guys
are us, too. We are all Americans.

And I saw where one of our friends in the
other party the other day was saying, ‘‘Boy,
we really need to jump on this affirmative
action out in California; we can take the
President down on this. This is one of those
wedge issues. Well, let me tell you some-
thing, folks, those wedge issues nearly did
us in. We have had about all the wedge issues
we need. And I’d like them to take their
wedges and go someplace else and let those
of us who believe in unity get on with the
business of making America a great place for
every American to live in. And I want you
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to help me build that kind of bridge to the
21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 p.m. at the
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to former mayor of New York City,
David Dinkins, and Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado.

Remarks on Departure for Iowa and
an Exchange With Reporters

September 15, 1996

Bosnia
The President. Good morning. A year ago

Bosnia was racked by the bloodiest war in
Europe since World War II. Yesterday
Bosnians went to the polls in peace to cast
their votes for their future. The road ahead
will be heard, but yesterday was a remarkable
step forward. The Bosnian people, the inter-
national community, and the American peo-
ple should be proud.

Our observer delegation, led by Ambas-
sador Richard Holbrooke, reports that the
elections generally were orderly and calm.
Close to 70 percent of Bosnia’s registered
voters cast a ballot freely at one of 4,400 poll-
ing places all across the country. And nearly
80 percent of the registered refugees abroad
voted by absentee ballot.

I want to thank IFOR, the international
police task force, and the more than 1,200
international election monitors for helping so
many Bosnians take part in these elections.
By voting yesterday, the Bosnian people gave
life to the institutions of national govern-
ment: a presidency, a parliament, a constitu-
tional court, key government agencies. These
institutions can bring the country together
instead of driving it apart. Now we have to
get them up and running and help the
Bosnian people in the hard work of building
a unified, democratic, and peaceful Bosnia.

Our commitment to Bosnia does not end
with these elections. We will continue to do
our part to hold Bosnia’s leaders to their
commitments and to turn the promise born
9 months ago at Dayton into a reality.

Thank you.

Iraq
Q. Mr. President, there are reports that

Iraq has fired more missiles at U.S. planes.
Do you know if those reports are true, and
if so, do you plan to respond?

The President. I can’t confirm that now.
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to criti-

cism by House Speaker Newt Gingrich, espe-
cially in light of the confusion with the
ground troops, U.S. ground troops, poten-
tially going to Kuwait, now waiting? He says
our policy over there makes no sense, that
it’s a typical muddle.

The President. That’s just election year
talk by Mr. Gingrich.

Q. Mr. President, is Kuwait at all delaying
or not approving the deployment of U.S.
ground troops?

The President. No, we have no informa-
tion to that effect. I think that what I would
do is just let the orderly processes that are
always followed in these kinds of cases go
forward. I think that there is no problem
here, based on what I know. I think that what
happened was that the decision on the move-
ments that we had made actually became
public before we had done our regular con-
sultation and the Kuwaitis had done their
regular review. As far as I know, there is
nothing irregular or troubling here.

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of
Senator Nunn saying that Saddam is stronger
now, and are you all set to retaliate again
if something happens?

The President. Well, I believe that he’s
in better shape than he was the day after
the Gulf war in 1991, but strategically, I do
not believe he is stronger because of the ex-
pansion of the no-fly zone. I think the expan-
sion of the no-fly zone was designed to do
one thing and one thing only: to increase our
capacity to monitor and to limit his ability
to threaten his neighbors in light of his in-
creased aggressiveness. And I think that we
will achieve that and I think we are achieving
that and that was exactly what we set out
to achieve.

But he was not taken out of office in the
Gulf war. He has managed to survive, and
he is still in power. But the important thing
for the United States is that he not be able
to threaten his neighbors and to do what was
done in 1991 in the Gulf war. We don’t want
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to have to do that all over again, and that’s
what we’re trying to avoid. And I believe we
have taken an appropriate step to do that.

Q. Is there a breakdown in communica-
tions between you and Capitol Hill? They
act like they don’t know what’s going on.

The President. Well, I can’t comment on
that. We’ve done our best to keep them very
carefully informed, and I expect to have
some personal consultations in the next few
days, and we’ll see about that. But I believe
we did the right thing, and I think it was
the appropriate course. And I will do every-
thing I can to answer whatever questions any
Member of Congress has.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at a Rally for Senator Tom
Harkin in Indianola, Iowa
September 15, 1996

The President. Thank you very much. It’s
good to be back. How many of you were here
4 years ago? [Applause] How many of you
weren’t here 4 years ago? [Applause] Four
years from now, we’re going to have to rent
the next farm to have this. Let’s keep going.

Let me say to all of you how very happy
I am to be here. I’m sorry I wasn’t here from
the beginning. I’m sorry I missed Tom Ar-
nold and my buddy Jerry Jeff Walker. Maybe
they’ll play a little on the way out while I’m
shaking hands. But I’m glad they came here
and thank them both for being here.

I want to thank those who are here to sup-
port us: Attorney General Tom Miller, Agri-
culture Secretary Dale Cochran. Mike Peter-
son gave a heck of a speech up here a few
minutes ago. He’ll be a good candidate some-
day. I want to thank Mayor Kelly of
Indianola, Mayor Davis of Des Moines.

I want to thank Tom and Ruth and Jenny
and Amy for serving the State of Iowa. I want
you to know that Ruth Harkin has played a
major role in the efforts that our administra-
tion have made to sell more American prod-
ucts around the world and get more Amer-
ican investment and have fair as well as free
trade. And I thank her. You should all be

very proud of her for the work she did as
head of the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation.

I thank Senator Harkin for what he said
but, more importantly, for what he has done
and been to the people of Iowa, to the people
of the United States, and to the President.
He has been nothing short of magnificent
in his service to our country and to this State
in the last 4 years since I’ve been in Washing-
ton.

I can’t tell you all the times that I have
turned to Tom Harkin in the last 4 years
when things were on the line for America,
when we had to pass an economic plan to
get the deficit down, to get the interest rates
down, to get the economy going again. And
Iowa is a strong two-party State; we’re going
to try to change that a little this time. And
our friends in the other party were saying,
‘‘Oh, the President’s economic plan is just
awful. It will increase the deficit; it will bank-
rupt the economy; it will hurt people.’’ Every
single one of them to the person lined up
and said no. It’s unfortunate for them be-
cause 4 years later we got 101⁄2 million new
jobs, lower interest rates, record numbers of
small businesses, American exports at an all-
time high, businesses owned by women and
minorities at an all-time high. They all said
no, but Tom Harkin said yes. We got a 71⁄2-
year low in our unemployment rate. Thank
you, Tom Harkin, for making the difference
and for fighting for us.

Then there was the family and medical
leave law. They all said—their nominee is
still saying, ‘‘It was a terrible mistake, that
law, bad for business. Glad he led the fight
against it.’’ We just had a bipartisan survey
about the family and medical leave law, and
the 12 million American families that got to
take a little time off from work when a baby
was born or a parent was sick without losing
their jobs, they said it didn’t hurt. And I say
one of the biggest challenges you have today,
every one of you, is to create a country in
which families can succeed at home and at
work. It’s good for the economy to help peo-
ple be good parents, good children, good
family members. Thank goodness we had
Tom Harkin to fight the good fight.

We said the crime rate was too high in
America and we needed to do something to
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bring it down. We ought to put 100,000 po-
lice on the street. They didn’t like that idea
very much. And I might add, in the last 2
years, for reasons that totally escape me,
they’ve tried to stop us from continuing to
finish the job. But for the first time in who
knows how long, the crime rate has gone
down in America for 4 years. And if you leave
Tom Harkin on the job and give us a little
help, we’ll take it down for 4 more years,
so the American people can feel safe on their
street.

I thank you for what you said, Tom, about
the flood. When I was a Governor in a State
that had a lot of natural disasters, I learned
that the Federal response was too often dis-
organized and inadequate, driven by ap-
pointees who got the job because of their
politics instead of their knowledge about the
issue. So I put a person in charge of our
emergency management who had done it for
me at home and, before that, had been a
county judge dealing with disasters and
didn’t care anything about the politics of it;
he just wanted the American people in their
time of need to be well-served, taken care
of, and thought somebody in Washington
ought to understand what it takes to get the
job done. That’s why we were able to serve
Iowa and the rest of the Middle West well
in that 500-year flood.

And I thank you for what you said, but
when I ran for President I wanted to make
good things happen. And when I look at the
farm prices, when I look at farm assets, when
I look at the direction of the economy here,
I’d say we’re a lot better off than we were
4 years ago and we ought to keep going in
the same direction.

Let me say to you, to echo what Senator
Harkin said, this is a huge election. This is
the last election of the 20th century, to elect
the first President of the 21st century.

Audience member. And you’re going to
win!

The President. I am if you keep that same
attitude for the next 51 days. But I want all
of you to think about this.

Audience member. We love you, man!
The President. You have to understand

what is at stake. That’s why this Senate race
is so important. That’s why these five fine
people behind me who are running as our

candidates for the House are so important.
If you look at the challenges facing our coun-
try, in spite of everything, we clearly had the
ability to balance the budget in the last 2
years. And they said, ‘‘We’re going to shut
the Government down if you don’t do it our
way. We’re going to give you a tax cut, Mr.
President, and people in your income group
whether you want it or not. And we’re going
to cut Medicare. We’re going to walk away
from the guarantee Medicaid has given for
30 years to middle class families whose par-
ents were in nursing homes and had children
with disabilities. And if you don’t like it, we’re
going to increase the cost of student loans.
We’re going to cut Head Start. We’re going
to cut the safe and drug-free schools pro-
gram. We’re going to wreck 25 years of bipar-
tisan commitment to preserving our environ-
ment. We’re going to raise taxes on the 9
million Americans with the lowest incomes
with children in their house. That’s our bal-
anced budget plan. If you don’t like it, we’re
going to shut the Government down.’’ And
I said, ‘‘The Democratic Party does not love
the Government; it loves the people. The
Government should serve them. Shut her
down. Shut her down.’’

And yes, after you and the people of this
country all over the country got their atten-
tion with repeated public opinion polls and
strong disapproval of what was going on, they
said, ‘‘Oh, well, maybe we’ll allow some good
things to happen.’’ So we got the minimum
wage increase, and we got the Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill. And we made it easier for
small-business people to take out retirement
plans. And we did a lot of good things. But
don’t forget what is really hanging in the bal-
ance.

Don’t forget what the budget battle said.
I’m telling you, folks, there is a new Demo-
cratic Party. We have proved that we are the
party of responsibility when handling peo-
ple’s money. We did lower the deficit 4 years
in a row for the first time since before the
Civil War. I’m proud of that. But we did it
in a way that kept faith with the children
of America and the parents of America and
the disabled of America and the people who
deserve to go forward with us together. We
need more help in that way.
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We proved that we would bring the crime
rate down. They tried to convince every hun-
ter in my State that they were going to lose
their guns if we banned assault weapons and
passed the Brady bill. And by the votes in
’94, they did a good job of their efforts.
They’ve got a real problem now. We’ve had
two hunting seasons; there hasn’t been a hun-
ter in America lose their rifle. It’s inconven-
ient for their rhetoric. But you know what,
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers did lose
the right to get a gun to keep brutalizing the
American people. We were right, and they
were wrong.

They talked a lot about welfare. Finally
they passed a bill I could sign. But while they
were talking, we were working on it. You
know, there are nearly 2 million fewer people
on welfare today than there were when I was
here 4 years ago, 2 million people moving
into jobs, working, supporting their families.

So I say to you, we need people who be-
lieve in work and family, who believe in op-
portunity and responsibility, who believe in
community and the Congress. And therefore,
I want you to send Tom Harkin back to the
Senate with the largest margin he has ever
received and send these folks to the House
of Representatives to help us do the job.

There are—at times like this when coun-
tries have to make big decisions that will af-
fect the lives of people far into the future
and when things are changing greatly—and
believe me, things are changing greatly—
these students in the crowd in 10 years, they
will be doing jobs that have not been in-
vented yet. Some of them will be doing jobs
that have not even been imagined yet. We
have to make the right decisions. And there
are some big decisions to be made.

And I have to say with all respect, I agreed
with one thing my opponent said in his
speech in San Diego—and what I said, this
really is an election where you have to choose
whether you want a leader who says, ‘‘You’re
on your own,’’ or one that says, ‘‘My wife
is right, it does take a village to raise a child
and build a community and build a country.’’

You have to choose. You have to choose.
You have to choose whether you believe, as
Senator Harkin said, in those politicians who
are always looking for what they call wedge
issues, ‘‘Oh, this is a great wedge issue. We

can divide the American people, get them
all torn up and upset, and we can get in
power,’’ or whether you believe, like me, that
we’ve had enough of that ‘‘who’s to blame’’
business. And it works better, and we’ve
proved it works better if you say, ‘‘Forget
about who’s to blame. What are we going
to do to make a greater country for all the
American people and pull the American peo-
ple together? ’’

We have to choose—most important of
all—we have to choose whether you believe
this election is about trying to build a bridge
to the past, which nobody has ever done or
ever will succeed in doing, or whether you’re
willing to join with me to build a bridge to
the future we can all walk into the 21st cen-
tury across proudly, together.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
with a strong and growing economy. That
means balance the budget, all right, to keep
these interest rates coming down. But it
means do it in a way that continues to invest
in education and the environment, in medical
research and technology and protects our ob-
ligations to those who need our help through
Medicare and Medicaid. Will you help me
build that bridge to America’s future? [Ap-
plause]

I want to build a bridge to the future that
will help our economy to go through the right
kind of tax cut. It is in this administration
that we have increased by 250 percent the
tax cuts available to small businesses who in-
vest more in their business to grow the busi-
ness, to hire more people, to become more
productive. But it has to be the right kind.

I want a tax cut that’s targeted to people
who will use it for education, for raising their
children, for buying that first home, for deal-
ing with medical emergencies, an IRA that
you can withdraw from without any tax pen-
alty for education or medical cost or buying
a first home, a $500-a-child tax credit, an
education credit, things that we can do that
will grow this country.

But I’ll tell you something, folks, mine are
paid for, and we’ve got to pay for them. We
don’t want to go back to that old time when
we promised you a tax cut on the one hand
and wrecked the economy on the other.

Now, last year the leaders of the other
party said something that I agreed with, and
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I want to tell you what they said last year
before the election started. They said if we
get off of this balanced budget plan, if we
don’t have a plan to keep bringing this deficit
down, interest rates will be 2 percent higher.
Now, I want every farmer in this crowd,
every business person in this crowd, every
student in this crowd, every family in this
crowd to think what that means. Think what
it would mean to have 2 more percent on
your credit card payment, your car payment,
your home payment, your farm loan, or your
business loan. I don’t think we want that.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Let’s have a tax cut we

can afford. Let’s help the folks that need it
that are building this country. Let’s create
opportunity and strengthen families with our
tax cut, but let’s keep on the work of bal-
ancing the budget until we get the job done
and we keep the interest rates down and we
keep the economy going.

And I want to build a bridge to the 21st
century where America continues to sell its
products around the world. I’m proud of the
fact that our exports and, yes, our agricultural
exports, are at an all-time high. If you’ll give
us 4 more years we’ll add pork to those ex-
ports. We’ll be selling them all over the
world, and Iowa will be better. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

But let’s face it, you and I know the most
important thing we could do to build the
right kind of bridge to the 21st century is
to give every single child in America the op-
portunity to have a world-class education.
And I just want to mention, Iowa for years
and years and years had led the way in prov-
ing that a good education builds good citi-
zens, strong families, strong communities,
successful careers, and a greater country.
Iowa has led the way. Every child in America
deserves the education that the people of
Iowa have given their children for decades.
And I’m going to do my best to give it to
them if you’ll give us 4 more years.

And I just want to mention two things that
I think are important parts of building that
bridge. We have the opportunity right now,
because of technology, because of the
Internet, because of the World Wide Web,
because of all these things that all these

young folks know a lot more about than I
do—we have a chance to do something that
this country has never done. If we will do
what Al Gore and I have been calling for
and connect every school and every library,
every classroom to the information super-
highway by the year 2000, for the first time
in the history of America, children in the
most isolated rural districts, children in the
poorest urban districts will have access to the
same learning at the same quality at the same
time in the same way that the richest classes
in America have. Will you help me build that
bridge to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And I want to build a

bridge to the 21st century that says to every
person in America of any age who needs to
do it, we will make a college education avail-
able to you.

Our plan is pretty simple. First of all, we
say, do no harm. Continue to resist the ef-
forts of the other party to make it harder
to get student loans and to raise the cost of
the student loans. We want to keep that di-
rect loan program. I pledged to you 4 years
ago when I came here, if you voted for me
I would pass a student loan program that
would reduce the cost of student loans and
let people pay it back as a percentage of their
income, so no matter how much they had
to borrow they would always be able to afford
to go to college. We kept that commitment,
and I want to keep it going.

Now what I want to do is two simple
things. First of all, let’s make a commitment
that in the next 4 years we’ll make at least
a 2-year community college education as uni-
versal in America as a high school diploma
is today. And here’s how to do it. We can
do that simply by giving the American people
a $1,500 tax credit so they can reduce the
cost of tuition at the typical community col-
lege, dollar for dollar from their tax bill, for
2 years. If we do that, we can say—and we
can afford that; it requires no bureaucracy,
no nothing; almost every American is within
driving distance of a good 2-year education—
we can say, we’re going to make this as uni-
versal in 4 years as a high school education
has been for the last 20. Will you help me
do that? [Applause.]
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And finally, we ought to say, we believe
that people should be able to deduct the cost
of tuition up to $10,000 a year for any edu-
cation after high school, 4 years, post-
graduate, medical school, you name it, what-
ever it takes. Let’s pay and let people go to
college and get the education they need. Will
you help me build that bridge to the 21st
century? [Applause] Will you do that for your
children and your grandchildren? [Applause]
That is the kind of opportunity agenda that
will get us into the next century able to say
with a clear conscience and absolute cer-
tainty: The American dream is alive and well
for everyone who’s willing to work for it.

The second thing I want to say about that
is, we’ve got to have more responsibility.
We’ve got to continue to work to drive the
crime rate down, as I said. We passed the
welfare reform bill. I want to tell you about
it because I want all of you to support what
we have to do. The new bill says we’ll still
give poor families medical care, nutrition—
if they go to work, guaranteed child care be-
cause they need that. But the check is now
going to go to the States and the local com-
munities, and they have to use that check
to create jobs for able-bodied people.

Now here’s what it’s going to take. We can
use that money—I was in Kansas City last
week, and they’re using that money. They
say, ‘‘Will you hire somebody on welfare and
create a new job? If you will, we’ll give you
the check as a wage supplement. We’ll guar-
antee their health care.’’ But you cannot tell
people, folks with little kids, they have got
to work, unless there is work for them to
do. Will you help me create jobs so that we
can prove that welfare reform is a second
chance, not a way of life, a way to dignity
and work and integrity? [Applause] That is
important if we’re going to build a bridge
to the 21st century.

Perhaps the deepest and longest and most
intense fights of the last 2 years have been
over the environment. I grew up in a farming
State like Iowa. I governed one. I know that
we can find ways to preserve the environ-
ment and grow the economy, whether it’s a
farm economy or an industrial economy or
a small-business economy. But that’s exactly
what we’ve got to do.

I signed a bill the other day, the pesticide
protection act, which will improve the quality
of our food, supported by every farm group
in America because it also gives more reason-
able regulations to farmers across a broader
range of activities. We can do this right. We
have worked hard,.

We’ve worked hard with the auto industry
to produce a clean car that will get triple
the mileage of the present car. We’re making
progress. But we also worked with them to
bring back the auto industry so that today
the United States auto industry is number
one in sales around the world for the first
time in nearly 20 years. We can do both
things. Only they believe—only they believe
you have to hurt the environment to grow
the economy. That is not true. And let me
just give you one example.

We closed more toxic waste sites in the
last 3 years than they did in 12. But it’s not
enough. There are still 10 million—think of
this; look at these kids here—there are still
10 million American children living within
4 miles of a toxic waste dump. So if you give
us 4 more years, we’ll close 500 more, the
two-thirds worst, and our kids will be grow-
ing up next to parks, not poison. Will you
help us build that kind of bridge to the 21st
century? [Applause]

Well, that’s it. We’re in better shape than
we were 4 years ago: 101⁄2 million more jobs,
12 million people using family leave, 15 mil-
lion families with a tax cut that need it the
most, every small business in the country eli-
gible for one if they invest more in their busi-
ness, 40 million more Americans with their
pensions protected, 50 million more Ameri-
cans breathing cleaner air, 10 million Ameri-
cans on October 1st will get an increase in
the minimum wage, and that’s a good, good
thing. This country is moving in the right di-
rection.

But there is so much more to do before
we can say we have preserved the American
dream for everybody who is willing to work
for it, we have maintained the leadership of
our country for peace and freedom and pros-
perity, and we are doing it by building the
American community.

You know, one of the biggest problems in
this old world today—you look at Bosnia; we
had these elections in Bosnia yesterday.
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Thank goodness, we’ve had 9 months of
peace. And we had these elections, and they
did pretty well, considering what they’ve
been through the last 4 years. And I thank
all of you who supported what I tried to do
there. But you think about the world that
we’re living in. Look at Bosnia; look at North-
ern Ireland; look at the Middle East; look
at what South Africa went through. Look at
what happened in Burundi, for goodness
sakes, over tribal differences. Why?

All over the world there are people who
make a living getting political power, getting
military power, staying in power by inflaming
the passions of people, by trying to get them
to look down on their neighbors. ‘‘You really
matter because you’re not them; you’re not
them.’’ That’s what they say in the Middle
East, ‘‘You’re not them.’’ That’s what they
said in Bosnia. They were slaughtering each
other’s children because they weren’t Cro-
atian or Serbian or Muslim. And they were
biologically completely indistinguishable. It
was an accident of history that got them into
different so-called ethnic or religious groups.

And you look around this crowd today—
I see Asian-Americans. I see African-Ameri-
cans. I see Nordic-Americans. I see Irish-
Americans. I see German-Americans. I see
Americans of Central European descent. I
see Indian-Americans and Pakistani-Ameri-
cans and Native Americans and you name
it. You know why? Because we are trying to
beat that curse that is bedeviling the rest of
the world and threatens the 21st century.

And so when you see—[applause]—that’s
the last thing I want to leave you with. I don’t
want to build a bridge that you only get to
walk across because you’re better than some-
body else because of an accident of birth.
I want to build a bridge that anybody can
walk across if they say, ‘‘I believe in the Con-
stitution, the Declaration of Independence,
the Bill of Rights. I believe in the fundamen-
tal dignity of all people.’’ And if you’re willing
to show up for work tomorrow, play by the
rules, and love this country the way I do,
I’ll hold your hand, and we’ll build a bridge
we can walk across together. And if you’ll
do that, we’ll have a great victory in Novem-
ber.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. at Sen-
ator Harkin’s 19th annual steak and pork-chop fry
held at National Balloon Classic Field. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Tom Arnold
and Jerry Jeff Walker; Mike Peterson, chair, Iowa
Democratic Party; and the Senator’s daughters
Jenny and Amy Harkin.

Remarks Announcing Anticrime
Initiatives and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 16, 1996

The President. Thank you very much. Let
me just make a couple of comments about
this. First of all, I want to thank the Attorney
General for the extraordinary effort that she
has made to deal with the problems of youth
violence and particularly gang-related vio-
lence and crime in our country. This report
is further evidence that our efforts are actu-
ally working and that we can bring down the
level of youth violence and gang-related vio-
lence in our country if we’ll work at it in
a systematic, disciplined, tough way.

We have a straightforward approach: more
police on the street, guns and drugs off the
street. We are putting 100,000 police in our
neighborhoods, and that’s a job we need to
finish. The assault weapons ban, the Brady
bill are making a difference. We’ve just es-
tablished a registry for sex offenders; that will
make a difference. ‘‘Three strikes and you’re
out’’—that law is being implemented, and it
is making a difference.

We’ve also advocated community-based
solutions: curfews, strict truancy enforce-
ment, school uniform options. Last week I
announced an initiative for comprehensive
drug testing for prisoners and parolees in
State prisons that access the Federal funds
for prison building. This will make a dif-
ference.

Now, there’s no question that the battle
against violent crime and drugs begins with
neighbors looking out for neighbors, parents
looking out for their children, citizens linking
arms with law enforcement. We have to have
a community-based approach to this. But the
Federal Government must do its part as well.

The level of violent crime in our country
has gone down for 4 years in a row. The level
of killing by juveniles has gone down now
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for 2 years in a row, and the juvenile crime
rate overall finally showed a drop. But we
are a long way from where we need to be
in this country. We have to keep working on
this until we have dramatically reduced the
level of crime and violence.

That is why I want to build on a particular
area of promise, using the antiracketeering
RICO statute to fight criminal gangs. Using
RICO, the United States brought criminal
mobs to their knees. Using RICO, the United
States helped to smash the Medellin drug
cartel. And today we are using RICO to break
up criminal gangs. As the Attorney General
has reported, since the end of 1992 we have
more than doubled the number of gang-re-
lated RICO prosecutions. So far this year,
nearly 40 percent of the RICO prosecutions
involved violent gangs.

RICO prosecutions against gangs are
lengthy; they’re complex. We need to give
our prosecutors the time they need to make
the best case. That’s why I am calling on the
Congress to expand the statute of limitations
for violent crime and gangs from 5 years to
10 years. The statute of limitations for bank
fraud is 10 years; it should be no less for
violent crime.

The days when Washington was more in-
terested in asking who’s to blame than what
to do about a crime are long since passed
now. We’ve made a good start in fighting vio-
lent crime and gangs, but we must keep
going until the job is done.

And again, Madam Attorney General, I
want to thank you for this and for the work
it represents. Thank you.

Iraq
Q. Mr. President, Saddam Hussein ap-

pears to have pulled in his horns. Does that
mean the U.S. can forgo any immediate fur-
ther air strikes?

The President. Let me answer you as
clearly as I can. We have sought no con-
frontation with Saddam Hussein; we never
did, and we don’t now. We do seek to enforce
the no-fly zone and to do it under conditions
in which our pilots will be safe. And I will
do the very best I can to make the right judg-
ment on that question, listening to my mili-
tary advisers about the facts.

And that is the only answer I can give you
to that question. My concern is that we limit
Saddam Hussein’s ability to threaten his
neighbors, that we do it with the no-fly zone,
and that in doing so we keep our pilots safe.

Safety of American Troops
Q. Mr. President, Kuwait has indicated

now that it is willing to accept more Amer-
ican troops. At the same time, the Pentagon
has released a study about the safety of
troops. Could I ask your reaction to that
study, and what do you tell the people who
are going into that region again that—where
some don’t like American troops on Arab
soil?

The President. Well, first, I want to thank
General Downing. I think he did a very good
job, and he did exactly what I asked him to
do. I said, ‘‘I want an unvarnished, blunt,
straightforward report. I want you to take a
hard line here because we have got to do
everything we can to ensure the safety of the
troops.’’ And that is exactly what we did, and
the Pentagon and the American people are
in his debt.

Now, I had a meeting with Secretary Perry
on Friday evening, and he had been briefed,
obviously, on the outline of the recommenda-
tions of the Downing report. He said that
the Defense Department was already in the
process of implementing virtually all of the
recommendations of the Downing report,
that he fully agreed with them, and that we
would be aggressive in the implementation
of the recommendations.

So I think it’s fair to say that we know
we’re living in a world in which terrorism
is a bigger problem and in which Americans
may be the target of terrorists, particularly
Americans in uniform. And as we know more
about what we can do to protect them, we
intend to do everything we can. I give you
the same answer I gave to Jim [Jim
Miklaszewski, NBC News] on the previous
question. And we are going to aggressively
implement the Downing report.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Wayne A. Downing, USA
(ret.), director, Downing Assessment Task Force.
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Remarks in Cincinnati, Ohio
September 16, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Mayor Qualls, I am delighted to
be back in Cincinnati, and I thank you for
making me feel welcome again. And I thank
you for doing such a good job as mayor. And
Representative Mallory, that’s the most un-
usual welcome I ever had, but I liked it. We
may have to have a training session to get
that down and use it in some other places.

I wonder if you’re all in such a good humor
today because the Bengals won yesterday, I
think that may be it.

Audience members. We love you, Bill.
The President. Thank you.
I want to say a special word of thanks to

Senator John Glenn for flying down here
with me and for being an absolutely wonder-
ful United States Senator for Ohio and for
all the United States. Thank you, John Glenn.

I thank the leaders of the FOP. Thank you,
President Gil Gallegos, for that wonderful
statement. Thank you, Pete Ridder. Thank
you, Jim Pasco, the executive director of the
FOP; Steve Young, the president of the Ohio
FOP; and Mike Tenore, the trustee of the
Ohio FOP. I am very proud to have the en-
dorsement of an organization representing
270,000 rank and file members of law en-
forcement who put their lives on the line
every single day for the rest of us. I thank
you for it.

As Gil said, and as Pete said, for 4 years
I’ve worked hard to stand with the police offi-
cers of America, and I am profoundly hon-
ored that they decided to stand with me for
4 more years. And I thank them very much.

Folks, I want to talk to you just a moment
about what I hope we’ll do in those next 4
years to make our streets safer and to make
our children’s future brighter. Everybody
knows now—I hope they do anyway—we’ve
been out talking about where we are now
compared to where we were 4 years ago. We
pursued a strategy of opportunity for every-
one, responsibility from everyone, and an
American community that includes every
person, without regard to race or gender or
income or background, everybody that’s will-
ing to work hard and play by the rules should
be part of our American community.

This strategy is working. The economy is
much stronger. The economy in Ohio—the
unemployment rate has dropped from 7 per-
cent to 4.8 percent. It’s the lowest in nearly
8 years in the country as a whole. Our auto
industry is number one in the world again
for the first time since the 1970’s. A lot of
people in Ohio are part of that ranking, that
number one ranking. We have 101⁄2 million
more jobs, wages are rising again for the first
time in a decade. On October 1st, 10 million
American workers will get an increase when
the minimum wage goes up. And I’m happy
about that.

Yesterday I was in Iowa on a farm in
Indianola, and I met, as I often do when I’m
out and around, another of the 12 million
American working parents who’ve gotten to
take a little time off when a baby was born
or a parent was sick without losing their job
because of the family and medical leave law.
And that’s made us a stronger nation.

Twenty-five million Americans—25 mil-
lion Americans can be helped because the
Congress finally passed the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill that says you can’t lose your health
insurance just because someone in your fami-
ly’s been sick or because you changed your
job. Forty million Americans, because of the
pension protection act of 1994, 40 million re-
tired and still working Americans had their
pensions protected, and I am very proud of
that. I remember well when they weren’t
protected 10 years ago and how many people
lost their retirement.

So it is clear that we are moving this coun-
try on the right track. The things—as the
Vice President used to say—the things that
ought to be up are now up, the things that
ought to be down are now down; 1.8 million
fewer people on welfare than 4 years ago,
child support collections up 40 percent.
What should be up is up; what should be
down is down. This is good.

These things did not happen by accident.
These things happened because we had a dif-
ferent philosophy of how the White House
and Washington should work. I had never
worked in Washington, except as a college
student, until I became President. And I
didn’t like what I saw. There were too many
people spending their time asking, ‘‘Who can
I blame for this problem,’’ and too few peo-
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ple spending their time asking, ‘‘What are
we going to do about this problem.’’ So we
asked that question: What are we going to
do? And then we proceeded to do it.

And I can tell you that I hope that’s what
this election will be about. I hope we will
have 50 days of people putting forth their
best ideas about what are we going to do—
ideas, not insults. How are we going to build
the country? How are we going to build that
bridge to the 21st century that we can all
walk across?

Mostly, I want to talk to you about law
enforcement today, but I want you to think
just briefly about how we’re going to keep
this economy growing until everybody who
is willing to work can participate in it. And
I’ll just mention three things.

Number one, we have to continue the
work of balancing the budget, but we have
to do it in a way that protects Medicare,
Medicaid, education, the environment, med-
ical research, and other scientific research
and technology. That is important.

John Glenn has devoted an entire public
career to it, but it’s a huge thing. We have
some people here in their wheelchairs today.
For the first time because of medical re-
search in the last few weeks, laboratory ani-
mals that had their spines severed have had
nerve transplants that gave them movement
in their lower limbs for the first time ever.
This is important. We have to keep investing
in this.

Our space program is helping us to unlock
mysteries of the environment, mysteries of
health care. We’re sending two unmanned
space missions to Mars at the end of this year.
We will learn some things about Mars, but
more importantly, we’ll learn a lot more
about Earth, because we have continued the
space program that John Glenn pioneered.
We dare not turn our back on research and
technology in the future.

And for all you young people in the audi-
ence who really understand computers, I’ll
just give you one more. I’ll just give you one
more. We just joined in a research project
with IBM to build, within the next couple
of years, a supercomputer that will do more
calculations in one second than you can go
home and do on your hand-held calculator
in 30,000 years.

So we have to balance the budget, but we
have to keep investing in things that take care
of people who need it and that invest in our
future, that grow our economy, and spread
opportunity. We ought to have a tax cut, but
it ought to be a tax cut that’s focused on the
needs of childrearing and education and
health care and buying or selling a home.
And we ought to pay for it so we can still
balance the budget.

We ought to continue to work until we
have the finest educational system in the
world for everybody. Every 8-year-old should
be able to read; every 12-year-old should be
able to log in on the Internet; and every 18-
year-old in America ought to be able to go
to college; we ought to guarantee that 2 years
of college are as universal as a high school
diploma.

I want to say that again. I want you to un-
derstand exactly what I propose. I propose
to make 2 years of college, a community col-
lege degree, in 4 years only just as universal
as a high school diploma is today by giving
a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar reduction on
taxes of up to $1,500, which will cover the
average tuition costs at any community col-
lege in the country. And then beyond that,
saying that if you go to college, no matter
what your age or what kind of program you’re
in, a 4-year program, a graduate program,
you name it, you ought to be able to deduct
the cost of the tuition from your taxes up
to $10,000—everybody. That will make a big
difference to America.

The third thing we have to do to build
this economy is to make sure we have enough
jobs in the places where there haven’t been
any jobs yet. We now have a welfare reform
bill that says to poor people we will take care
of your children’s medical care, nutritional
needs, and when you go to work we’ll give
you child care; but now the income check
you used to get if you’re able-bodied, after
2 years, you’ve got to be working for that
check. That’s a good thing if there’s a job
there. Now we have to put the jobs there.
That’s a big part of building our bridge to
the 21st century.

So we have to build a bridge to the 21st
century that leaves us a stronger community,
and I will just, again, mention three things
briefly. Number one, the family and medical

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:46 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.017 p38se4



1768 Sept. 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

leave law has helped a lot of people, but it
can only be used in emergencies or for child
birth. I favor a narrow expansion of it which
says people ought to also not lose their jobs
if they need a little time off from work to
go to a regular parent-teacher conference or
take their children or their parents to the
doctor. I think that’s important, as well.

John Glenn—we talked a lot about the en-
vironment. The air is cleaner; our food is
safer; we cleaned up more toxic waste sites
in 3 years than were cleaned up in the pre-
vious 12. Let me just give you one chilling
statistic. In spite of all that, 10 million Amer-
ican kids still live within 4 miles of a toxic
waste dump—10 million. In 4 more years,
we’re going to double the pace at which
we’re doing the cleanup, clean up the 500
worst ones so we can say these children,
wherever they live, they’re growing up next
to parks, not poison. That ought to be a part
of the bridge we build to the 21st century.

We want to be part of a world that’s grow-
ing ever more peaceful and prosperous, and
that means that we have to work hard to face
the new problems of the 21st century. We
have to finish the old problems that we’ve
dealt with.

We have now got all the countries in the
world but three agreed to a Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, no more testing
of nuclear weapons. But we now have to fight
terrorism. We have to fight drug running. We
have to fight organized crime. We have to
fight the proliferation of biological and chem-
ical weapons. Senator Glenn and I tried to
pass the Chemical Weapons Convention to
protect our soldiers and our people from the
kind of attack the Japanese people had in
the Tokyo subway from a terrorist group. We
didn’t get it for political reasons. But we’re
going to get it first thing next year to make
this a safer country in a newer world.

Now, all that will not make any difference
unless we can make our streets safer. The
children of this country ought to be safe at
home, in school, on their streets, in their play
yards. I get asked all the time, ‘‘Well, how
do you define success in the war against
crime? There will always be some crime.’’
Yes, there will. These folks in uniform, they’ll
always be in some risk. Yes, they will. The
crime rate has come down for 4 years in a

row for the first time in a long time. I’m
proud of that. But it’s still too high, and we
all know it.

You know how you’ll know that we’ve
whipped this problem? When you go home
from work in the evening and you flip on
the evening news, if the first story is a violent
crime story, instead of saying ‘‘what else is
new,’’ you are absolutely shocked and ap-
palled. When that happens, you will know
that we’re on the right side of the crime prob-
lem.

But we’re moving in the right direction.
The 100,000 new police officers supporting
people in a community working together,
they’re making a difference. Since 1994,
we’ve already funded about half of those. We
have to finish the job. It’s a major point of
contention in this election. And it’s very im-
portant.

We have put tougher penalties on the
books for repeat offenders, especially, and
violent offenders so the police don’t do their
work and see it undone by the laws that are
on the books. We don’t believe that police
should be easily outgunned by gangs on the
street. That’s why we took the assault weap-
ons off the street and passed the Brady bill
and why we’re against the cop-killer bullets.

We passed the ‘‘three strikes and you’re
out’’ law. For people who commit three seri-
ous crimes, no more parole. It’s working. It’s
working. We’re indicting people, convicting
people under it. And it’s working. We ex-
panded the death penalty to include drug
kingpins and police killers because I thought
it was important and justified in those cir-
cumstances. The 19 assault weapons we took
off the streets had only one purpose, to kill
other people.

When we passed the assault weapons ban
and we passed the Brady bill a lot of good
people who voted for those bills were de-
feated in 1994 in their race for Congress be-
cause the interest group that was against
them went out and told good, God-fearing
people from Ohio and Arkansas and other
places that the President had gone off the
deep end, and he and the Congress had voted
to take their guns away, put their guns in
danger. Well, they got a lot of votes with that
line in 1994. But they got a big problem in
1996.
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Audience members. Yes, they do.
The President. They got a big problem

because, you see, what they didn’t tell their
people was that we also protected 650 dif-
ferent hunting and sporting weapons from
being regulated or confiscated by Govern-
ment authorities. So now, two hunting sea-
sons have come and gone, and not a single
hunter in Ohio or Arkansas has lost their
weapon. They did not tell the truth. But a
lot of criminals don’t have assault weapons
and 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
could not get a handgun because of the
Brady bill. We did the right thing. They were
right. They’re safer. And we need to stay after
it.

And that’s why we should ban these cop-
killer bullets. The same crowd is against ban-
ning cop-killer bullets. I don’t know why. You
know, like most people from my home State,
I spent a little time when I was a boy living
on a farm. I lived in a town where you could
be in the woods within 5 minutes. I’ve been
in the woods in every season you can imag-
ine. And I have yet to see a deer, a duck,
a quail, a wild turkey wearing a bulletproof
vest. I do not see it. [Laughter] We ought
to ban the cop-killer bullets and protect these
people.

We passed the Violence Against Women
Act to try to help deal especially with prob-
lems of domestic violence. All over the coun-
try police departments like the one here in
Cincinnati are training people to be sensitive
to that. I met a young officer in the Nashville
police department who grew up in a family
with five children where they had a lot of
problems. And he’s devoting his entire life
to helping police departments all over Amer-
ica deal with this problem as well as his own.
And after one year of focusing on this prob-
lem, they cut the death rate in Nashville in
half—in one year.

We now have a hotline, 1–800–799–
SAFE—I’ve got it on my—and we now have
had over 45,000 calls to that hotline this year
from people who are asking for information
to try to minimize that kind of violence. We
can turn that around, too, with citizens help-
ing us on the hotline and helping their local
police departments. We can change the cir-
cumstances under which too many Ameri-
cans have lived for too long. You do not have

to put up with unacceptable rates of crime
and violence. That is the message of this day.

But I want to go back to one other thing
Gil Gallegos said. This administration is not
responsible for any of these ideas. We got
all these ideas from law enforcement people
themselves. All we did was listen and act.
All we did was take what was working and
try to go national with it. All we did was to
try to empower the people who live in com-
munities all over America who are sick about
crime and violence to do something about
it. That is all we have done. That was our
job. We did it. Now you have to help, too.

But we cannot expect the police officers
to do all of this, and we cannot expect to
jail our way out of this problem. You heard
Gil say that. We’ve also supported zero toler-
ance for guns and drugs in schools. We’ve
supported things like school uniforms and
tough truancy laws and curfews. We’ve sup-
ported an effort to mobilize another one mil-
lion Americans to work in citizens groups,
to work with local police departments. We
got the cellular telephone industry to donate
thousands and thousands of cellular phones
to help these community neighborhood
watch groups support the police; they cannot
do it alone.

And most of all, we have to realize that
we have to give our children some things to
say yes to, as well as some things to say no
to. They’re entitled to schools that are open
after hours. They’re entitled to recreation op-
portunities. They need those summer jobs.
They need opportunities like AmeriCorps.
They need those good, positive things. That’s
why we fought for the drug education, the
gang prevention programs, all of these other
things.

You know, I don’t know how many little
kids have told me what an impression their
D.A.R.E. officer made on them at the school.
We know now that one of the reasons we’ve
got a real problem with youth drug abuse
is that, going way back to 1990, young people
began to get the idea again that this was not
dangerous. Well, that’s wrong. It’s not just
illegal. It is dangerous. They can kill children.
They can destroy their ability to concentrate.
For young women, they can undermine their
ability to bear healthy children. And we need
everyone in the community supporting law
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enforcement officers, getting that message
out to our children, to every child, no matter
where he or she lives. It is important.

General Barry McCaffrey, a four-star gen-
eral, was appointed to lead our war on drugs
after he led our troops south of the border
and did so much to keep drugs from coming
into America. His strategy is targeted at
doing those things which will keep drugs
away from our children. We’ve proposed the
largest antidrug effort in history, and I hope
Congress will give us the extra $700 million
we asked for, so that we can do everything
possible to really, effectively turn these
trends around and make sure that we have
drug use going down, not just among adults,
which it is—cocaine use has dropped by a
third among adults in the last 4 years—we
have got to get drug use going down among
our children. We can’t have these kids out
there believing they are not in danger when
they are, and you have to help.

Let me say that in the next 4 years one
thing we have to focus more on is the vio-
lence caused by gangs, which is also often
related to drug dealing. Over and over and
over again, we hear stories of totally innocent
children who just happened to be standing
on the wrong street corner, happened to be
walking in the wrong neighborhood, hap-
pened to be going home from school at a
bad time, totally innocent children killed be-
cause of gang wars. We see kids going into
gangs just to protect themselves because
they’re afraid if they don’t they won’t be safe
on the street and in their neighborhood. And
we have got to break this.

We have on the books an antiracketeering
statute that had a lot to do with breaking
the Mafia. It’s called the RICO law. This
morning I met with Attorney General Reno
at the White House, and she reported that
we have more than doubled the number of
gang-related prosecutions to nearly 40 per-
cent of all the prosecutions brought under
this RICO law this year. These are making
a big difference, but they’re complicated
cases. They take a long time. We’re going
to have to extend the statute of limitation
to make maximum use of it from 5 to 10
years. But you know, we give the Govern-
ment 10 years to make a bank fraud case,
it seems to me they ought to have at least

that long if an innocent child is gunned down
on the street by a gang.

Let me just say one other thing. Last week
in Colorado I announced a program I’d like
to reiterate. I believe it is very important that
we get more States to test prisoners and pa-
rolees for drug use and to provide more drug
treatment in prisons and to revoke parole if
people violate it by using drugs. We have a
law on the books which says we will help
States build prisons if they promise not to
let violent criminals out too soon. I propose
to amend it to say, you also have to give drug
testing to parolees. That will keep them
straight and keep them from returning. Sixty
percent of all the heroin and cocaine used
in this country—60 percent of all of it—is
used by people who are involved with a
criminal justice process right now. We need
to help them.

But more important, we need to protect
the rest of our kids and our communities by
saying, ‘‘Parole is a privilege, and you can’t
have it if you go back to drugs.’’ And I hope
you will support us in doing that.

So that’s my program for the future: Do
more to break the gangs; ban those cop-killer
bullets; drug testing for parolees; improve
the opportunities for community-based strat-
egies that lower crime and give our kids
something to say yes to. There are a lot of
things to do.

The final point I want to leave with you
is this: These people up here are doing every-
thing they can. And unlike a lot of folks, we
have shown—or rather, they have shown, we
know how to bring the crime rate down. But
they can’t do it all by themselves. They need
us to support them. I am honored by their
support today. And all I can say is, go back
to what Senator Glenn said: If you will give
us 50 more days, we’ll give you 4 more years
of making our streets, our homes, our schools
safer.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at the
Cincinnati Music Hall. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Roxanne Qualls of Cincinnati; State
Representative Mark L. Mallory; and Pete Ridder,
president, Fraternal Order of Police Queens City
Lodge #69.
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Statement on the Death of
McGeorge Bundy

September 16, 1996

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of former National Security Ad-
viser McGeorge Bundy. During a career that
joined public service and scholarship,
McGeorge Bundy was a central figure in the
postwar history of our Nation. He served
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson with great
distinction through difficult times, including
the Cuban Missile Crisis and the early days
of the war in Vietnam. After leaving Govern-
ment, he continued to dedicate himself to
strengthening our Nation through his long
stewardship of the Ford Foundation. In
books and articles published over five dec-
ades, McGeorge Bundy brought a compel-
ling intelligence to some of the most impor-
tant issues of our times—foremost among
them, reducing the danger of nuclear weap-
ons. At this time of sorrow, our thoughts and
prayers go out to his family and friends.

Executive Order 13018—Amending
Executive Order No. 12975

September 16, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to add
3 members to the National Bioethics Advi-
sory Commission, it is hereby ordered that
the number ‘‘15’’ in the second sentence of
section 3(a) of Executive Order No. 12975
is deleted and the number ‘‘18’’ is inserted
in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 17, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on September 18.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to UNITA
September 16, 1996

On September 26, 1993, by Executive
Order 12865, I declared a national emer-
gency to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions and
policies of the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (‘‘UNITA’’), pro-
hibiting the sale or supply by United States
persons or from the United States, or using
U.S.-registered vessels or aircraft, of arms
and related material of all types, and petro-
leum and petroleum products to the territory
of Angola, other than through designated
points of entry. The order also prohibits the
sale or supply of such commodities to
UNITA. Because of our continuing inter-
national obligations and because of the preju-
dicial effect that discontinuation of the sanc-
tions would have on the Angolan peace proc-
ess, the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 26, 1993, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 26, 1996. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect
to UNITA.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 17, 1996]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on September 18.

Message to the Congress on UNITA
September 16, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
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gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to the
National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola (‘‘UNITA’’) is to continue in effect
beyond September 26, 1996, to the Federal
Register for publication.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on September 26, 1993, of a national
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions and policies of UNITA pose a continu-
ing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. United
Nations Security Council Resolution 864
(1993) continues to oblige all Member States
to maintain sanctions. Discontinuation of the
sanctions would have a prejudicial effect on
the Angolan peace process. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain in force the broad authorities
necessary to apply economic pressure to
UNITA to reduce its ability to pursue its ag-
gressive policies of territorial acquisition.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
1997
September 16, 1996

I have today signed into law today H.R.
3517, the ‘‘Military Construction Appropria-
tions Act, 1997,’’ which provides funding for
military construction and family housing pro-
grams of the Department of Defense.

The Act provides my full request for the
vast majority of military construction
projects, the military family housing pro-
gram, other quality of life facilities for our
military personnel and their families, and the
Department of Defense base closure and re-
alignment program.

But I am disappointed that the Act pro-
vides more funding than I requested. Specifi-
cally, I am concerned that the Congress has

chosen to spend $154 million on projects that
the Department of Defense has not identi-
fied as priorities and that will not improve
the quality of life for our service members.
These projects are clear examples of spend-
ing that is neither warranted nor justified,
and is funded at the expense of higher-prior-
ity domestic programs.

Indeed, this Act is part of an overall ap-
proach by the Congress to provide more
funds than necessary for nonpriority items
through the Defense budget at the expense
of important domestic priorities in education
and training, the environment, science and
technology, law enforcement, and other key
priorities. At a time of scarce resources, we
should not squander funds on items that we
don’t need while underfunding the very pri-
orities that will help improve living standards
and the quality of life of average Ameri-
cans—both now and in the future.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining 1997 appropriations bills as
quickly as possible, and to send them to me
in an acceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3517, approved September 16, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–196. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 17.

Statement on Signing the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 1997
September 16, 1996

I have today signed into law H.R. 3754,
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
1997.’’

The Act provides fiscal year 1997 appro-
priations for the Congress, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Architect of the Capitol,
the General Accounting Office, the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and the Library of
Congress.

I am especially pleased to sign into law
a provision that will allow blind and visually
impaired persons to get earlier access to
books and other reading matter. As a result
of an agreement between the publishing in-
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dustry and advocates for people with disabil-
ities, books can now be converted into alter-
native formats such as Braille as soon as they
appear in print. Prior to this change, the Li-
brary of Congress and other organizations
that sought to provide these materials had
to obtain permission from copyright holders
on a case by case basis, leading to lengthy
delays in access to all types of reading mate-
rial. This law will help us reach our goal of
full inclusion of people with disabilities.

I am also pleased with the provision that
encourages the Senate to transfer excess or
surplus computers and other educationally
useful equipment to public schools at the
lowest possible cost. This complements our
initiative to encourage Federal agencies to
do the same to help integrate technology into
school curriculums, and ensure that all stu-
dents have the skills they will need to suc-
ceed in the information-intensive 21st cen-
tury.

I am disappointed, however, that the Con-
gress has passed up yet another opportunity
to establish a drug testing policy for those
who work in the legislative branch. The Con-
gress should follow the example of the White
House and the other executive branch agen-
cies and establish a comprehensive testing
program for illegal drug use.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining regular FY 1997 appropria-
tions bills and to send them to me in an ac-
ceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3754, approved September 16, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–197. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 17.

Remarks Announcing Pension
Portability Regulations and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 17, 1996

Iraq
The President. Thank you. Thank you,

Secretary Rubin, and thank you, Trisha, for
that comment. I want to speak about this at

some length but let me first of all say I think
all of you know that this morning I had an
opportunity to meet with congressional lead-
ership to review with them what we have ac-
complished in Iraq and where we are going.

I believe we all agreed that Saddam Hus-
sein’s seizure of Irbil and movement in the
northern part of Iraq after being warned not
to do it by the United States and the world
community required response. The response
that we gave was one designed to improve
the strategic position of the United States
and our allies, to keep Saddam Hussein in
a box, and to limit his ability to threaten his
neighbors. That is a smaller box now because
we have extended the no-fly zone. And we
have also put Saddam Hussein on notice that
we do not want him to take any actions that
would increase the dangers to our pilots.

So I feel very good today that we did the
appropriate thing in the appropriate way and
that we’ve gotten the results that we sought.
As I said, I had a good briefing with the con-
gressional leaders. I was also very pleased by
the report that Secretary Perry gave on his
recent trip to the region and the support that
our allies are giving the course that we are
taking now. So I felt good about that.

Now, let me talk a little bit about what
Trisha just discussed. When I became Presi-
dent it was obvious to everyone who had
looked at the trends in the American econ-
omy that most new jobs were being created
by people in small businesses and that many
people were moving from job to job over the
course of their lifetime.

Now, if we want to create an environment
in which all working people and their chil-
dren can prosper in a growing economy, ob-
viously one of the things we have to do is
to make it possible for people to move from
job to job and still succeed in supporting
their families. That means, among other
things, we needed to make health insurance
portable and we needed to make retirement
portable and we needed to make retirement
more accessible for small businesses, for the
owners and the employees of small busi-
nesses. We’ve been working on trying to do
that for the last 4 years.

As all of you know, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill made health care policies more
portable, that you could take them from job
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to job and you couldn’t be denied health in-
surance because someone in your family has
been sick. We have worked very hard to
make it easier for people to take out retire-
ment plans. And today what we’re doing is
to make those retirement plans much, much
more portable in ways that benefit both the
employees and the employers in the small
business sector of our economy.

The message of the new Treasury Depart-
ment actions today is simple: At a time when
we are trying to seize the opportunities of
a growing economy, when 5 million workers
with pensions change jobs every year, we
have to make it easier for them to save.

Now, as Trisha said, we do have a record
number of small businesses now. In each of
the last 4 years there has been a record of
new businesses being started. A record num-
ber of them are owned by women and mi-
norities. We do have lower interest rates and
a healthier economy, and we’ve dramatically
improved the ability of the Small Business
Administration to make SBA loans—and I
understand you had one when you started
out—to start people out in small business and
to help them.

Now, let me try to explain exactly what
this regulation does. We have, as I think all
of you know here—when I signed the mini-
mum wage legislation there were provisions
in that bill that were included in the ‘‘Retire-
ment Savings and Security Act’’ that I pre-
sented to Congress. More than half of what
I asked the Congress to adopt was in fact
adopted in the minimum wage law. It does
make it easier for small businesses to offer
pensions; it does let more Americans save for
their retirement from their first day on the
job in whatever kind of employment situation
they find themselves.

I hope Congress will pass the rest of the
agenda. I hope Congress will give us tougher
audits to crack down on the misuse of pen-
sions. Because of a loophole more than
32,000 large pension plans covering 23 mil-
lion Americans are still not effectively au-
dited. So we have to act to protect these pen-
sions.

We have seen that this administration,
when we know what the audits are, will re-
quire deficiencies to be paid and will stabilize
these funds. I also want to expand the tax

deductible IRA’s because they’re the most
portable retirement savings of all. And under
our plan, of course, people would be able
to withdraw from them tax free for a first-
time home, for a medical emergency, or to
pay for a college education.

But there are some things we can accom-
plish without legislation, and that’s what
we’re doing here today. First, some people
who change jobs want to leave their savings
with their old employer, perhaps because
their old job offered better investment
choices for their savings plan. But some em-
ployers restrict the investment options of
former employees to discourage them from
keeping their old retirement plans there. The
actions we’re announcing today ensure that
former employees don’t have all their good
investment options taken away so their fami-
lies can make the most of the savings they
are making.

Second, these actions eliminate restric-
tions that had prevented many businesses
from accepting an employee’s past savings
into their retirement plans; that’s what Trisha
is talking about. And that will affect far more
people. It’s far more likely that employees
who change from one business to another
want to bring their retirement plan and are
not permitted to.

Because today, if a company takes a new
employee’s past savings and it turns out that
the pension plan that the savings were in had
legal or administrative problems, then the
new employer is fully liable to the employee
and could have its entire pension plan dis-
qualified even though the employer had done
nothing at all wrong.

Under today’s Treasury actions if a com-
pany takes an employee’s past savings and
takes reasonable steps to ensure that the plan
they came from was acceptable, then the
company will no longer be held liable for
problems they did not know about. As Trisha
pointed out, these actions will make it easier
for businesses to do the right thing by helping
their employees save for retirement. Portable
pensions, more savings, and investment op-
tions, health care families can take from job
to job, tax cuts for college and job training,
expanded IRA’s, these are ways that we can
give all people the opportunity to take advan-
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tage of a growing economy, especially people
in the small business sector.

As I said, I am very proud of the fact that
in the last 4 years of this administration in
each successive year there have been a
record number of new small businesses start-
ed, but this is an area in which there is a
whole lot of folks moving around all the time.
So today we are saying to the 5 million people
who change jobs every year from small busi-
ness to small business, ‘‘You’ve got a lot bet-
ter chance to keep your retirement. You’ve
got a lot better chance to get a retirement.
You’ve got a lot better chance to take your
retirement plan with you.’’ And that means
more security for American families, 5 mil-
lion of them every year.

Thank you, Secretary Rubin, thank you,
Trisha, and I thank the rest of our adminis-
tration for their role in this. Thank you.

Troop Deployment to Kuwait
Q. Mr. President, have you decided to pro-

ceed with the planned deployment of 5,000
troops to Kuwait?

The President. Yes. I frankly don’t know
what the genesis of the story in the morning
paper was about that. I authorized it last
weekend and the orders, the deployment or-
ders, were signed last night. There was never
any back and forth, to the best of my knowl-
edge. I was surprised when I read the story
today. I asked for an explanation of it and
none of our people had one because I author-
ized the deployment last weekend and the—
as I said, the orders were signed last night.

Q. When do you expect it to take place?
The President. Well, you can ask the De-

fense Department. They’re doing it in a very
timely fashion. They can give you the details.

Iraq
Q. As you might expect, the meeting this

morning has not quelled some Republican
criticism of how the situation has been han-
dled. If I may just quote—paraphrase for a
moment, Senator Lott was wondering what
had happened to the disproportionate re-
sponse which Secretary Perry had said was
coming, and I believe Senator McCain said
Saddam Hussein is better off than he was
2 weeks ago now that he sort of controls

northern Iraq. I would like to get your re-
sponse to that.

The President. Well, let’s take them each
in turn here. First of all, I think the response
that we selected was entirely appropriate
under the circumstances. This will partly an-
swer the second one. Keep in—here is what
happened; this was a complicated matter.
The United States and the entire world com-
munity told Saddam Hussein, you know,
don’t invade, in effect, the Kurdish commu-
nities in northern Iraq; yes, they’re in your
country, but part of the United Nation reso-
lution was that you should not repress your
people.

Now, the situation was considerably com-
plicated by the fact that the leader of one
of the Kurdish factions actually asked him
to do it, wanted to make, if you will, a tem-
porary marriage. So he did it.

From our point of view, it still constituted
a violation of the U.N. resolution; plus which,
the United States cannot be in the position
after years and years and years of dealing
with Saddam Hussein in which it’s obvious
that he’s always pushing the envelope of say-
ing don’t do this and then have him do it
and we did nothing. I mean, a lot of people
would say well, ‘‘We ought to just take a pass
on this. After all, it’s just the Kurds. They’re
divided. He’s not invading a country beyond
his borders.’’ But to us it was more serious
than that because we didn’t want to create
a precedent in which—which could lead him
to believe that he could take further action.

There is still a lot of debate about whether
5 or 6 years ago he was somehow misled by
actions of others into thinking he could take
over Kuwait with no consequences. So we
didn’t want there to be any ambiguity at all.
Therefore, I believe that—I will say again—
I told Senator Lott this this morning, my view
is that the action we took was appropriate
because it would not have been appropriate
for the United States to send ground forces
into northern Iraq to try to throw Saddam
out of northern Iraq. We could have done
that, of course, but it would have been at
a very high price, it was inappropriate.

It would not have been appropriate for us
to take action that would have cost the lives
of a lot of civilians in that country. What we
did was appropriate. What we did by extend-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:46 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.018 p38se4



1776 Sept. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

ing the no-fly zone is to say, ‘‘We want you
to understand, we have no intention of per-
mitting you to threaten your neighbors.
We’re going to limit your ability to maneuver.
The box you are in is now a tighter box.’’
I still believe it was the right thing to do.

In terms of northern Iraq, is he in a strong-
er position today? He’s in a weaker position
in southern Iraq and a weaker position to
threaten his neighbors. Yes, he has his army
deployed in areas of northern Iraq that—they
weren’t there a few weeks ago. But I would
remind you, there are a lot of shifting sands
in the Kurdish political scene. And as the
Secretary of State cautioned the Members
of Congress today, if you look at where these
Kurdish leaders are coming out, I think it
is unlikely that there will be any profound,
lasting benefits to him from what he has done
in the north.

I think it is perfectly clear that there are
some significant disadvantages in the south,
in the areas where we have the greatest inter-
ests, including his ability to threaten either
Kuwait or Saudi Arabia.

Q. Sir, Senator McCain said that we would
pay a price for not matching the rhetoric with
action. He was taking issue with——

The President. Well, my rhetoric has
been very careful. I think if you go back and
look at exactly what I said, I think my actions
and my rhetoric have been very closely cali-
brated. I’ve been very careful not to try to
run this up the rhetorical flagpole.

Q. What about Secretary Perry?
The President. Well, I think Secretary

Perry just completed 3 days of hard work in
the region. He got reaffirmations of support
for the United States and our policy in every
nation he visited from a broad range of offi-
cials, and I’m very pleased with the work he
has done these last 3 days.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Patricia Parson, president and
CEO, AmerInd, Inc.

Remarks in Westland, Michigan
September 17, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, this is a pretty active crowd, even in
the back there. Can you hear me? Good.
Thank you, Brian Duka. Now, I think he did
a pretty good job. How many of you could
stand up here in front of 10,000 or 12,000
people and do that? Give him a hand. Give
him a hand. That’s great [Applause]

I want to say thank you to the John Glenn
choral group and the marching band. Thank
you for playing and for singing for us. Thank
you, Congresswoman Lynn Rivers, for the
power of your example, for fighting for edu-
cation, including vocational education, for
having a terrific, positive impact in Congress
in such a short time, and for helping me to
fight against the effort to cut education, the
environment, Medicare and Medicaid, fight-
ing against the Government shutdown, fight-
ing against things that would have divided
and weakened this country. You stood strong
for the people of Michigan and the people
of the United States. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Bill Ford, for being here, for
all of the work you did in the 2 years we
shared together, to expand Head Start, im-
prove college loans, open the doors of oppor-
tunity to millions of more young people in
so many different ways. Thank you, Dr.
Moore, Principal Thomas, William Ford Ca-
reer Center Principal Bill Richardson. Thank
you, my good friend Ed MacNamara, the
Wayne County executive.

Thank you, Mayor Thomas. We’re glad to
be in Westland. I understand I am the first
President to come to Westland. I’ll tell you
something folks, they get a good look at you
on the evening news tonight, I won’t be the
last President to come to Westland, I can
promise you that.

I’m glad to be joined today by Barbara
Levin, the wife of Senator Carl Levin, a man
I hope you will send back to the Senate to
work with us. And Representative Carolyn
Cheeks Kilpatrick and Eileen DeHart, thank
you for being here. I want to thank the peo-
ple who showed me around at the William
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Ford Career Center, Dr. Glen Baracy, Bill
Richardson—the principal over there. And
Todd Hoag and Craig Lindberg, an instruc-
tor and a student, who were terrific; I thank
them.

I understand that the John Glenn Rockets
are 2 and 0. Congratulations! I think it is a
great thing—let me say, as a man who is a
friend of Senator John Glenn, I think it’s a
great thing for me to be at this school, named
after one of the great American heroes of
the last 50 years. And I want you to know
that, by pure coincidence, I was in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, with John Glenn yesterday and
believe it or not, aboard Air Force One he
actually wrote me this letter, which I’m going
to give to the high school principal for the
school’s records when I finish.

But I want you to know what it said. I
want to read this letter to you, because it
starts out in the way I would like to start
this talk, anyway. Here’s what John Glenn
said. ‘‘I am particularly sorry I could not
come to Westland today, but I’m sure you
will agree the program is in good hands with
the President. I have been fortunate to re-
ceive some honors in my life, but none have
ever made me more proud than have a school
bear my name. We’ve all been lucky to be
born in a time in our Nation’s history when
many notable things have happened and will
continue to happen. I’ve always been more
than grateful that I’ve been able to partici-
pate in some of those events on behalf of
this great country of ours. To your genera-
tion, the opportunities are boundless and
education is your key. What you are learning
today will enable you to out-distance any-
thing we have ever dreamed of. To every stu-
dent, good luck; I know you will make us
proud. Sincerely, John Glenn.’’

A generation ago, Senator Glenn reached
for the stars and became the first American
astronaut to orbit the Earth. Since then, he
has shown us that the sky is not the limit.

Audience members. Dole-Kemp! Dole-
Kemp!

The President. I don’t blame them for
doing this. They don’t want you to hear the
truth. It would bother them.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Wait, don’t boo them.

Don’t boo them. We’re glad to have them

here, but we recognize free speech. You had
your turn; now it’s mine. And what I want
you to think about today is what was in that
letter John Glenn wrote to you. I want every
American, without regard to age, to have the
opportunity to live up to his or her potential.
To reach that potential, we have to build a
bridge to the 21st century we can all walk
across. And the foundation for that bridge
has got to be the world’s finest education sys-
tem available to all Americans of all ages.

That is more true today than ever before.
As I said when I was working on a book I
wrote recently, I was trying to think of a title
for it, and I remembered a poem that was
read to me when I was in Ireland about
magic points when hope and history come
together. This is such a time.

The 21st century will give more people
more chances to live out their dreams than
any period in human history. Let me just give
you one little example. The United States has
just contracted with IBM to build a super-
computer that will be more calculations in
one second than you can go home and do
on your hand-held calculator in 30,000 years.

The young people in this audience today
will not only be doing jobs that have not been
invented yet, many of you will do work that
has not been imaged yet. If we want that
kind of world to work for all of us, we have
got to build the right kind of bridge, and the
foundation, I say again, is education and edu-
cation for everyone—everyone.

To me, this is part of a simple, but pro-
found strategy: opportunity for all Ameri-
cans; responsibility from all Americans; and
a community in which every American, with-
out regard to race or gender or income or
where you start out in life, who works hard
and shows up every day has a fair chance
to live out their dreams. That is the strategy
we have followed.

Folks, it’s working pretty well. Compared
to 4 years ago, we have the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in 71⁄2 years and 101⁄2 million new
jobs, 41⁄2 million new homeowners. The defi-
cit has gone down for 4 years in a row for
the first time since before the Civil War. The
unemployment rate in Michigan has been
less than 5 percent every month this year for
the first time in a generation. And for the
first time since the 1970’s, it is the United
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States that is producing more cars and selling
more cars than any other country in the
world. Wages are going up for the first time
in a decade. There are 1.8 million fewer peo-
ple on welfare. Child support collections
have gone up 40 percent, and on October
1st, 10 million hard-working Americans will
get an increase in the minimum wage.

We are on the right track for the 21st cen-
tury. But if we want to get there, we’ve got
to stop asking who is to blame and start ask-
ing, what are we going to do together to make
this the country it ought to be for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren?

This bridge I want to build has a lot of
components. We have to have stronger fami-
lies. That’s why I fought for the family and
medical leave law, so you could take a little
time off from work for a baby’s birth or a
parent’s illness without losing your job, why
I fought to give parents the V-chip to control
inappropriate television for their younger
children, why I fought against advertising of
tobacco to young people. It’s illegal in every
State in the country, but it happens every-
where.

It means stronger communities. That’s
why I fought for the poorest communities
in this country to have empowerment zones.
Detroit got one and cut the unemployment
by more than half in only 3 years. We can
turn the cities around with work, work, work,
and education.

I now know some things that I didn’t know
4 years ago about the American people, and
I can tell you I am more optimistic today
than I was the day I took the oath of office.
I am more idealistic today than I was the
day I took the oath of office because I know
today from seeing what’s happened in the
last 4 years there is nothing that you cannot
do if you’re given the tools to do the job,
and that’s exactly what I intend to see done.

I believed 4 years ago that if we put
100,000 police on the street and gave our
police the ability to work with people in com-
munity settings, if we got tougher with seri-
ous criminals and gave our young people
something to say yes to, we could bring the
crime rate down. Well, for 4 years in a row,
the crime rate has dropped in America. And
now, just today, the Justice Department
pointed out that last year the crime rate

dropped 9 percent, the largest drop in a dec-
ade. There are one million fewer victims of
crime than there were a year ago. That is
a good sign for America.

Now, I don’t want to hesitate for a minute
on this. I’m not declaring victory against
crime, I’m just saying we’re moving in the
right direction. And what we need to do is
not to abandon the present course but to
bear down and do more of it, more police
on the street, more criminals and guns and
drugs off the street. We can do that if you
will stay the course.

We’ve got to keep this economy growing
and strong. That means we have to balance
the budget, all right, because that keeps in-
terest rates down. That means lower car pay-
ments. That means lower home mortgage
payments. That means lower credit card pay-
ments. That means businesses can borrow
money at lower rates to hire more people
and raise wages and improve productivity.
That’s important. But we have to do it in
the right way. We don’t have to wreck Medi-
care or Medicaid or turn our backs on edu-
cation or the environment.

We need to invest more money in research
and technology to create those high-wage
jobs for the future, not less. And we need
an aggressive trade policy that opens new
markets.

One of the proudest moments I’ve had as
President of the United States was going to
an automobile showroom in Tokyo and sit-
ting in a car made in the United States of
America for sale.

But let me say again, my friends, we can-
not build that bridge with any of those com-
ponents unless the foundation is world-class
education. We’ve already done a lot to lower
the costs of college loans, create the
AmeriCorps program, which has allowed
50,000 young people to go to college and
serve in their communities, raising standards,
supporting improved Head Start programs
and other things, but there is more we have
to do.

Forty percent of the children in this coun-
try can still not read on their own when they
are in the third grade. I want to mobilize
an army of mentors and reading teachers to
work with our schools and our teachers and
our parents to make sure that by the year
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2000 every 8-year-old can look at a book and
say, ‘‘I can read it all by myself.’’

I want to make sure that every classroom
in this country in every school not only has
computers and teachers trained to help the
students use them but is actually hooked up
to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web.

For those of you like me who don’t know
a lot about computers, that may not mean
much, so let me put it in plain language. Let
me tell you what that means. If we hook up
every classroom in America to the informa-
tion superhighway, what it means is this: that
in the poorest inner-city classrooms, in the
most remote rural classrooms and all the
classrooms in between, for the first time in
the history of our country, all of our school-
children will have access to the same learning
at the same level of quality, in the same way,
in the same time as the students in the richest
schools in America. That is achievable, and
we must do it.

I want to make sure that we make at least
2 years of education after high school, in a
vocational center, a community college in a
college—at least 2 years after high school—
just as universal in 4 years as a high school
diploma is today. And we can do that by giv-
ing the American people a $1,500 tax credit
for the typical cost of community college
education, a dollar for dollar reduction for
the cost of the tuition, and we ought to do
it.

I believe that we should give families a
deduction for the cost of college tuition up
to $10,000 for the cost of any education after
high school for people of any age—yes, the
children but their parents, too, if they need
it. We ought to do that.

How has the auto industry come back—
with greater productivity, smarter tech-
nology, and people who are trained to do it.
Technology, education, training, hard work,
and smart work: it all begins with education.

And let me say one of the most important
parts of education is making sure that we tear
down the artificial wall in every school system
in America between what is academic and
what is vocational. I just was in that Bill Ford
Center and I saw those young students, those
young men and women working on those ma-
chines. That’s vocational work. I wasn’t smart

enough to do it. I didn’t know how to pro-
gram those machines. It was academic work
as well as vocational work. It was mind work.
It was smart work. And that is the work of
the 21st century. And we have to support
that work in manufacturing, in services, in
agriculture, and all forms of endeavor.

When I became President, one of the
things that really bothered me was that our
country was the only advanced economy in
the world that didn’t have an organized sys-
tem to make sure that every student—like
Lynn Rivers 21 years ago or Brian today—
that every student who didn’t go on to a col-
lege at least had a chance to continue their
education by blending school and work. We
call it now school-to-work opportunities.

And when I was a Governor, I worked hard
to improve those opportunities, and as Presi-
dent, we have worked hard to give 26 States,
including Michigan, the opportunity to put
employers and educators together to build
a seamless web of people moving from school
to work in the high-wage, high-skilled jobs
that can earn them good incomes.

This is school-to-work week in America.
And today, there are 500,000 students and
105,000 employers and 1,800 schools, includ-
ing both John Glenn and William Ford
Schools that have embraced the school-to-
work opportunities our Nation now offers.
We have to keep going until every school sys-
tem in America and every student in America
has the opportunities I saw your people hav-
ing today. They deserve it, and it will build
our economy.

Brian Duka has a bright future today be-
cause of the education he received here and
because of the work he’s doing now. And we
have to blend education and work for a life-
time. One of the most important proposals
I had that I regret this Congress didn’t pass
that I hope the next one will is to take all
these little training programs the Govern-
ment has and take all the money and put
it in a big block, and when someone is unem-
ployed or underemployed, if they’re qualified
for Federal training help, send them a check
for $2,500 and say, ‘‘You know where the
nearest good training program is. Take your
money there, get the training, find yourself
a job so that if you lose your job, you can
get a better one instead of a worse one.’’
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If we do that for everybody—give every-
body a ‘‘GI bill,’’ a skills grant that will give
them a chance to move from job to job by
going up, not going down—we will strength-
en America’s families and strengthen Ameri-
ca’s economy. Education is for everyone of
every age who needs it, and we have to give
them that.

My friends, in 7 weeks from today, you’ll
get to make a decision about whether to build
a bridge to the future or a bridge to the past,
about whether you believe we’re all in this
together or to use my wife’s term, it takes
a village, or whether you think we’re on our
own. This country always, always, always wins
when we put down the things that divide us,
when we stop fighting, when we stop being
small and we think big and we work together.

We have got to build a bridge to the 21st
century that every single American can walk
across. There is no nation as well positioned
for that century as we are. And all of our
diversity—I look out in this crowd today,
there are people here today from—I can see
at least seven different ethnic groups just
looking out here and I’ll bet many more. That
is a strength for the United States. There is
no country as well-positioned as we are for
this global economy if we will lay the founda-
tion, and it starts with building that bridge
on the finest educational system in the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. on the
athletic field at John Glenn High School. In his
remarks, he referred to former Representative
William D. Ford; Dwayne H. Moore, super-
intendent, and Gregory J. Baracy, assistant super-
intendent for general administration, Wayne-
Westland Community Schools; Neil Thomas, prin-
cipal, John Glenn High School; State Representa-
tives Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick and Eileen
DeHart; Bill Richardson, principal, and Brian
Duka, former student, William D. Ford Career
Technical Center; Edward H. MacNamara,
Wayne County executive; and Mayor Robert J.
Thomas of Westland.

Remarks in Flossmoor, Illinois
September 17, 1996

The President. I don’t know how we
could arrange it with the school’s schedule,

but I’d like to take the band and the cheer-
leaders with me for the rest of the campaign.
Sort of rev up the crowd.

Superintendent Murray, Dr. Moriarty,
Board of Education President Blackstone, to
the other distinguished school officials and
teachers who are here. Let me say when I
got off the airplane today at the Air National
Guard terminal in Chicago, I was met by the
colonel there, who said, ‘‘It’s a really wonder-
ful school that you’re going to visit.’’ And he
said, ‘‘I want you to have this flag pin and
these bubble gum cards that those kids made
for children in Bosnia. I want you to know
what kind of a special place H–F is.’’ So
you’ve got a lot of fans out there that you
don’t even know about, and I wanted to
thank you for doing that. I’m honored to be
here.

I want to thank Congressman Dick Durbin
for being here with me today. I want to thank
Sandy Jackson, the wife of your Congress-
man, Jesse Jackson, Jr., for being here with
me today. He’s back in Washington. I want
to thank the students from this school who
came to the White House in 1993 and ’94
to help with our Presidential correspondence
and volunteered to help me answer letters
in a better way to children all across America.
I thank you for doing that.

And I want to say again, congratulations
on winning that Blue Ribbon school award
for the second time. That’s a very special
honor. Thank you for bringing out all these
signs, and thank you for showing up in such
large numbers. There are even people back
there over the hill behind the tent. And I
hope you can hear me back there, but I’m
glad you’re here anyway.

You can’t imagine how beautiful it was to
sit down in the helicopter and to fly down,
and we were all guessing how many of you
were down here and wondering whether you
just really wanted to go take a swim.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Maybe it’s a little cool for

a swim. I cannot tell you—what? It’s a
biopond? [Laughter] Now, that’s a clever
thing for me to say.

Let me say to all of you, just a few days
ago Hillary and our families, our friends, and
our fellow Democrats were here in Chicago
for our Democratic Convention. It was—I
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want to thank the city, the people of the sur-
rounding communities, and the people of the
State of Illinois for making us feel so very
welcome there. It was a wonderful experi-
ence we will never forget. Hillary was home,
and by the time it was over, I felt like I was
home, too. And I thank you for that.

I want to say to all of you again what I
said that night. If I do get 4 more years, I’m
going to try to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that every young person in this audience
can walk across together, to live out their
dreams and live up to their God-given poten-
tial and make this country what it ought to
be for another 100 years.

And I might say two things about that. If
you give me 4 more years, I hope you’ll send
Dick Durbin up there to help me in the Unit-
ed States Senate. And if you follow Brendan
Cumisky’s advice about the pictures, it
wouldn’t surprise me to see him with his pic-
ture up there running for President someday,
based on that introduction.

Folks, I have followed a very simple strat-
egy that I believe is profoundly important for
this country. I want us in the next 4 years
to set foot in a new century and a new millen-
nium in which we can say that the American
dream is alive and well for every person will-
ing to work for it, in which we can say that
the United States is still the world’s strongest
force for peace and freedom and prosperity
in the world, and in which we can say, looking
around this audience, that we have built an
American community that is stronger for our
diversity, not being torn apart by it. We’re
going forward together. We respect each
other. And anybody who is willing to work
hard and play by the rules has a role in our
America, a part in our community, and a
place on that bridge we’re walking into the
future over.

For 4 years we have followed that strategy.
And the results are now clear for all to see.
Compared to 4 years ago, we have 101⁄2 mil-
lion new jobs and the lowest unemployment
rate in 7 years. We have 41⁄2 million new
homeowners. Our massive Government defi-
cit of 4 years ago has been cut by 60 percent,
and it’s gone down in each of the last 4 years,
the first time that has happened in a Presi-
dential administration since the 1840’s, be-

fore the Civil War. I’m proud of that, and
our country is stronger because of it.

On October 1st, 10 million hard-working
Americans will get an increase in their pay
when the minimum wage goes up. I’m proud
of that. Twenty-five million Americans have
been made more secure in their health care
because we passed a law that says you cannot
lose your health insurance just because
somebody in your family has been sick or
just because you have to change jobs. You
still have a right to keep it, and people have
to offer you insurance coverage. And that’s
very important in this country.

We made every small business in this
country eligible for a tax cut for their health
insurance or if they invest more in their busi-
ness to hire more people, to become more
productive, to grow the economy more. And
that is very important because most new jobs
and most of the jobs the young people have
here today will come in small businesses.

The crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row, and today we learned that violent
crime is down 9 percent this year over last.
That means there are one million fewer
crime victims this year than there were a year
ago. And that’s good news for America.

Compared to 4 years ago, there are 1.8
million fewer people on welfare, and child
support collections are up 40 percent. Com-
pared to 4 years ago, we have safer drinking
water, cleaner air, food protected by better
standards, more toxic waste dumps have
been cleaned up. Our environment is also
moving on the right track to the 21st century.

Now, I have to tell you that in this election
season one thing I hope all of you will do
as Americans, whether you’re Democrats,
Republicans, or independents, is to recognize
that the progress that has been made is not
the progress of the President alone. Just as
it takes a community to build a school, it
takes a community and a country to move
all of us forward. But we did change one im-
portant thing in Washington. We changed it
from hot air to heavy-duty action, from ask-
ing ‘‘who’s to blame’’ to asking ‘‘what are we
going to do about it,’’ to moving away from
insults to new ideas about America’s future.
And that’s what I want to do for the next
7 weeks. I want you to help me build a bridge
to the future by debating the real course be-
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fore us in positive, affirmative, energetic
terms.

That bridge I want to build to the 21st
century has a lot of parts to it. We need to
build a bridge that keeps this economy grow-
ing. That means we need to go on and bal-
ance the budget. It means we need to have
the right kind of tax cuts, targeted tax cuts
we can afford to help families pay for
childrearing and education and buying the
first home and dealing with medical costs and
selling their homes. People shouldn’t have
to pay taxes when they sell their homes. We
can afford that sort of tax cut and still balance
the budget.

We dare not have tax cuts that we can’t
pay for. I will not promise you in the heat
of an election to cut a tax unless I know we
can still balance the budget without hurting
our investments in education, the environ-
ment, technology, research, Medicare, and
Medicaid. We’ve got to protect all the Amer-
ican people and go forward together.

We have to build a bridge to the future
in which we make it easier for people to deal
with the demands that come from raising
children and working. I don’t know how
many people I have talked to in the last 5
years, all across our country, who told me
one story or another about the conflict their
families have faced between keeping the
family together, taking care of the kids, and
doing what’s required at work. That’s why
I fought for the family and medical leave law.
Twelve million American families have been
able to take a little time off from work when
a baby is born or a parent is sick without
losing their jobs, and our country is stronger
because of that law.

And here at H–F high school, let me say
that I’d like to see that law amended just
a little bit to say you can also take a little
time off to go to a regular doctor’s appoint-
ment with your child or a regular parent-
teacher conference without losing your job,
because that’s important to building strong
families and building a brighter future for
America.

I’m going to work in the next 4 years to
make some more progress on health care, to
help people keep their health care when
they’re between jobs. I want to help to make
more progress on retirement. We have

worked hard for people in small businesses
to be able to take out retirement plans and
keep them when they move from job to job.
And I made another announcement about
that today. I think that’s terribly important.
It’s part of helping people succeed at home
and at work.

I want to do whatever I can to help us
build a bridge to the 21st century where ev-
erybody has a chance to be a responsible citi-
zen. We’ve moved 1.8 million people off wel-
fare, but there are still a lot of able-bodied
people on welfare who would like to go to
work. I signed a welfare reform bill that says
we’ll keep giving poor families medical care
and food and child care if they go to work,
but now, if we can find a job, they have to
take it. I’m going to challenge every city,
every community in this country to give those
people the jobs. You don’t want to put the
children in the street; you want to put the
parents to work. This should be a positive,
good thing to create a million jobs in Amer-
ica.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we bring the crime rate down not for
4 years in a row but for 8 years in a row.
That means we have to finish the job of put-
ting 100,000 police on the street. It means
that we were right to pass the Brady bill,
which has kept 60,000 felons, fugitives, and
stalkers from getting handguns.

And I believe we ought to expand the
Brady bill to say that someone who beats up
their spouse or their child should not get a
handgun either. I don’t think that’s right.

I believe we ought to ban cop-killer bul-
lets. I don’t understand why we have not
done that. I can tell you, I grew up in the
woods. I’ve seen people hunting, and I’ve
hunted nearly all my life. I have never seen
a deer in a bulletproof vest. We ought to ban
those cop-killer bullets. The police put their
lives on the line for us; we ought to protect
them.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we take care of our environment. And
there are so many things I could mention,
but since I made my little faux pas here, let
me just give you one. Ten million—I want
you to listen to this—10 million American
children—10 million still live within 4 miles
of a toxic waste site. Now, in the last 3 years,
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we have cleaned up more of those sites than
were cleaned up by our country in the pre-
vious 12 years before I took office. But there
are still hundreds of them out there. One
of the things I want to do to build that bridge
is to take the 500 worst, the two-thirds of
those that are left, and clean up 500 in the
next 4 years so that we can say our children
are growing up next to parks, not poison.
That’s a part of our bridge to the 21st century
as well.

But most important of all, we have to build
a bridge to the 21st century with the best
education system in the world for every sin-
gle American person, every child. And I be-
lieve there are three or four very important
things we have to do. Do you know that 40
percent of the 8-year-olds in this country can
still not read independently? I want to mobi-
lize an army of reading tutors and specialists
to work with our teachers and work at home
with parents so that over the next 4 years
any 8-year-old in America will be able to pick
up a book and smile and say, ‘‘I can read
this all by myself.’’ That is a worthy goal, and
we can achieve it if we work for it.

I want to make sure that every classroom
in America not only has computers and
teachers trained to work with the students
in how to use them but is also hooked up
to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web. Now, if
you don’t know a lot about computers—and
I don’t—if you’re like me, that may not mean
much to you. So let me tell you what it means
in plain language. If we hook up every class-
room in America to the information super-
highway, what it means is that for the first
time in the history of the United States, for
the first time in our entire history, every stu-
dent in every school, rich or poor, urban,
rural, or suburban, of whatever background,
will have access to the same knowledge in
the same time at the same level of quality
in the same way as every other student. It
has never happened in the history of the
country. We can do that for America if we
do it.

And the last thing I want to say, as you
heard Congressman Durbin say that he and
I worked our way through schools, and we
had student loans. And we were proud to
get them and proud to pay them back. And

I’m grateful that my country gave me a
chance to borrow the money to go to school,
to become a more productive student, and
to pay it back. One of the first things that
I worked to do when I became President was
to improve the student loan program so that
we could lower the cost and tell our young
people, ‘‘You will always have the option of
paying that loan as a percentage of your in-
come. We’re going to change the repayment
so that you will not go bankrupt even if you
have a huge debt, because you can’t be
charged more in any year than a certain per-
centage of your income.’’ Over a million stu-
dents in Illinois alone are eligible for that
loan program today, and I’m proud of that.

Fifty thousand young Americans can now
work their way through college by serving
in their communities because of the
AmeriCorps program, and I’m proud of that.
But I want to do more. I want to do some
things that literally will revolutionize oppor-
tunity in America. And let me just mention
three of them.

Number one, I want us to make at least
2 years of college just as universal as the high
school diploma is now by the year 2000. Will
you help me do that? [Applause] That is not
hard to do.

Here’s how we can do that. If we give
American families a tax credit, a dollar for
dollar reduction of their taxes, for the cost
of tuition at the typical community college
in America, then we can literally say, ‘‘If
you’ll go, make good grades, work hard, you
can take the money for the tuition off your
taxes, and everybody can get at least 2 years
of education after high school.’’ Will you help
me build that kind of bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

The second thing I want to do is to say
that we ought to have a deduction for the
cost of college tuition up to $10,000 a year
for any college cost—4 years of undergradu-
ate, graduate, you name it—for kids or adults
no matter what age. That will help us build
a stronger country. Will you help me build
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And finally, we propose to make more
Americans—American families with family
incomes of up to $100,000—eligible to save
through IRA’s, and then let families with-
draw from those IRA’s to pay the cost of col-
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lege or a health emergency or for a first-time
home downpayment without any tax penalty,
so that people can do more to save for their
own college. If you save the money without
tax payments and you can get a deduction
for investing it, we will literally never tax the
money people save for their own college edu-
cation or their children’s college education.
It would be the best investment this country
ever made. And we can do it and still balance
the budget in the right way. Will you help
me do that? [Applause]

Folks, I look at this community, I look at
this school, I remember everything I’ve read
about it. I saw that Air Force colonel brag-
ging on you. I know you sent student volun-
teers to work in the White House. I think
of all the things you have done and built here,
and it looks to me like a pretty good picture
of what America ought to be like as we start
the 21st century.

And I say to you that 7 weeks from today,
the American people will elect the last Presi-
dent of the 20th century and the first Presi-
dent of the 21st century. But far more impor-
tant, the American people will decide wheth-
er we’re going to be a country that says, ‘‘It
takes a village to raise a child and a commu-
nity to build a school,’’ or ‘‘You’re on your
own,’’ whether we’re going to be a country
that says, ‘‘We should try to build a bridge
to a distant past,’’ or a ‘‘No, thank you, we’re
going to build a bridge to a bright, new fu-
ture.’’

If you want to build a bridge to that bright,
new future, if you want us all to go over it
together, if you believe we have an obligation
to help one another make the most of our
own lives and you like where we’ve come
from compared to where we were, I hope
that you will stand fast for education, for op-
portunity for every single American and for
working to build that bridge that we can all
walk across together because our best days
are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. at
Homewood-Flossmoor High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. Robert E. Bailey,
USAF, Vice Commander, 928th Airlift Wing;
Laura Murray, superintendent, Homewood-
Flossmoor Community School District; Anthony

Moriarty, principal, Homewood-Flossmoor High
School; and Ronald Blackstone, president,
Homewood-Flossmoor Community Board of
Education.

Proclamation 6917—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 1996
September 17, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At a time when many nations around the

world are becoming ever more factionalized,
the citizens of the United States are blessed
with an overarching identity as Americans.
The wisdom of our Nation’s founders, as em-
bodied in our Constitution, still binds us in
a united community of purpose and ideals.
Our Constitution invites us all to recognize
ourselves as Americans first—not to de-em-
phasize our personal or familial roots, but to
celebrate the diversity that adds strength to
our national character. As Daniel Webster
put it more than a century ago, we share
‘‘One country, one constitution, one destiny.’’

This week we celebrate the Constitution
of the United States of America. This re-
markably flexible document has stood for
more than two centuries as a unique achieve-
ment in the world of nations. The more we
study and understand the Constitution, the
more we grow, mature, and blossom as citi-
zens. This process links us to the Nation’s
founders by making us part of their great ad-
venture in democracy. By living our daily
lives according to the founders’ principles,
we keep alive their vision and demonstrate
its truth and wisdom.

In order to become a naturalized U.S. citi-
zen, immigrants undertake a formal study of
the guiding principles and institutions of
American government. Those who choose to
become citizens proudly welcome this re-
sponsibility. In fact, all of us would do well
to emulate the zeal and interest shown by
these newest Americans, who deeply appre-
ciate their bond with the noble tradition of
our Constitution. Therefore, on this occasion
I call upon all Americans to consider the
wonderful blessings of their United States
citizenship and to look upon our Constitution
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and celebrate the freedom and protection
that it has always afforded us.

In commemoration of the signing of our
Constitution and in recognition of the impor-
tance of informed, responsible citizenship,
the Congress, by joint resolution of February
29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated Sep-
tember 17 as ‘‘Citizenship Day,’’ and by joint
resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159),
requested the President to proclaim the
week beginning September 17 and ending
September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitution
Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 1996, as
Citizenship Day and September 17 through
September 23, 1996, as Constitution Week,
and urge all Americans to join in observing
these occasions with appropriate programs
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:22 a.m., September 18, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Letter to Speaker Newt Gingrich on
Legislation Prohibiting Possession of
Firearms by Domestic Violence
Offenders
September 17, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am pleased that you have now joined me

in supporting legislation to prohibit domestic
violence offenders from obtaining firearms.
No one who has committed an act of domes-
tic violence against a spouse or child should
be able to possess a firearm.

As you know, Senator Lautenberg and
Representative Torricelli have introduced
legislation that would achieve this objective.
The Senate passed the Lautenberg bill for
the second time last week by an overwhelm-

ing and bipartisan vote of 97–2. It is now
time for the House to act on the Torricelli
bill and join the Senate in supporting this
bipartisan effort.

There were 88,500 incidents of domestic
violence where a firearm was present in
1994. I signed the Brady Law in 1993 and
to date it has prevented over 60,000 felons,
fugitives and others from buying handguns.
My 1994 Crime Bill included the historic Vi-
olence Against Women Act, which made it
a crime for stalkers and harassers under re-
straining orders to carry a gun. That provision
is beginning to take hold—in Kentucky
alone, over 300 stalkers and harassers were
prohibited from buying firearms in one year.
The legislation that you now support will
build upon these important provisions.

I welcome your support and determination
to complete this job. Protecting innocent
women and children from deadly domestic
violence is too important to let anything
stand in the way. Bringing this bill to a vote
in the House is an important step. But we
must see it through to the end. Send it to
me for my signature without further delay
before Congress adjourns so that keeping
guns out of the hands of all domestic violence
offenders becomes the law of the land.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on September 18.

Remarks Announcing the
Establishment of the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National
Monument at Grand Canyon
National Park, Arizona
September 18, 1996

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. Thank you for being here and for being
in such good spirits. Thank you, God, for let-
ting the Sun come out. This is a sunny day—
we ought to have a sunny day for a sunny
day.

Thank you, Rob Arnberger, for the work
you do here at Grand Canyon National Park
and for your participation; to all of our distin-
guished guests. I want to say a special word
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of thanks to my good friend Governor Roy
Romer from Colorado. And thank you, Sec-
retary Bruce Babbitt, for your long, consist-
ent, devoted efforts on behalf of America’s
natural heritage.

I also want to thank the Harvey High
School choir and the students and the faculty
from the Grand Canyon Unified School who
are here. Where are you all? Thank you. I
think this ought to qualify as an excused ab-
sence—[laughter]—or maybe even a field
trip.

I want to thank all of our tribal leaders
who are here and, indeed, all of the Native
Americans who are here. We are following
in your footsteps and honoring your ethic
today.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
my longtime friend Norma Matheson.
Norma and her late husband, Scott, became
great friends of Hillary’s and mine when we
served together as Governors. After Scott
passed away, Norma honored me by asking
me to come to Utah to speak at a dinner
in his honor for a foundation set up in his
memory. I never was with Scott Matheson,
I never even talked to him on the phone that
I did not feel I was in the presence of a great
man. Both of them are truly wonderful
human beings. And I am very grateful for
her presence here today and for her commit-
ment.

And finally, I want to thank, more strongly
than I can ever convey to you, the Vice Presi-
dent for his passion, his commitment, his vi-
sion, and his sheer knowledge of environ-
mental and natural heritage issues. It has be-
come a treasure for the United States, and
I have mined it frequently for 4 years.

I remember when I was trying to decide
what sort of person I wanted to ask to run
with me for Vice President, and I made up
my mind I wanted somebody who was smart-
er than I was—that left a large field to pick
from—[laughter]—someone who was philo-
sophically in tune with me, someone who
would work like crazy, and someone who
knew things I didn’t know. And I read ‘‘Earth
in the Balance,’’ and I realized it was a pro-
foundly important book by someone who
knew things I wanted to learn. And we have
learned a lot and done a lot together over
the last 4 years. Very few things we have done

will have a more positive, lasting effect than
this, and it will always have Al Gore’s signa-
ture on it as well. And I thank him for what
he has done.

Ladies and gentlemen, the first time I ever
came to the Grand Canyon was also in 1971
in the summer. And one of the happiest
memories of my entire life was when, for
some fluky reason, even in the summertime,
I found a place on a rock overlooking the
Grand Canyon where I was all alone. And
for 2 hours I sat, and I lay down on that
rock, and I watched the sunset. And I
watched the colors change layer after layer
after layer for 2 hours. I could have sat there
for 2 days if the Sun had just taken a little
longer to set. [Laughter] And even today, 25
years later, in hectic, crazy times, in lonely,
painful times, my mind drifts back to those
2 hours that I was alone on that rock watch-
ing the sunset over this Canyon. And it will
be with me till the day I die. I want more
of those sights to be with all Americans for
all time to come.

As all of you know, today we are keeping
faith with the future. I’m about to sign a
proclamation that will establish the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument.
Why are we doing this? Well, if you look at
the Grand Canyon behind me, it seems im-
possible to think that anyone would want to
touch it. But in the past there have been
those who wanted to build on the Canyon,
to blast it, to dam it. Fortunately, these plans
were stopped by far-sighted Americans who
saw that the Grand Canyon was a national
treasure, a gift from God that could not be
improved upon.

The fact that we stand here is due, in large
part, to the Antiquities Act of 1906. The law
gives the President the authority to protect
Federal lands of extraordinary cultural, his-
toric, and scientific value, and in 1908 that’s
just what Theodore Roosevelt did when he
protected the Grand Canyon.

Since then, several Presidents of both par-
ties, Republicans and Democrats, have
worked to preserve places that we now take
for granted as part of our own unchanging
heritage: Bryce Canyon, Zion, Glacier Bay,
Olympic, Grand Teton. These places many
of you have been to, and I’ve been to many
of them myself. I thank goodness that the
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Antiquities Act was on the books and that
Presidents, without regard to party, used it
to protect them for all of us and for genera-
tions to come.

Today we add a new name to that list: the
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monu-
ment. Seventy miles to the north of here in
Utah lies some of the most remarkable land
in the world. We will set aside 1.7 million
acres of it.

On this site, on this remarkable site, God’s
handiwork is everywhere in the natural beau-
ty of the Escalante Canyons and in the
Kaiparowits Plateau, in the rock formations
that show layer by layer billions of years of
geology, in the fossil record of dinosaurs and
other prehistoric life, in the remains of an-
cient American civilizations like the Anasazi
Indians.

Though the United States has changed and
Utah has grown, prospered, and diversified,
the land in the Utah monument remains
much as it did when Mormon pioneers made
their way through the Red Canyons in the
high desert in the late 1800’s. Its uniquely
American landscape is now one of the most
isolated places in the lower 48 States. In pro-
tecting it, we live up to our obligation to pre-
serve our natural heritage. We are saying
very simply, ‘‘Our parents and grandparents
saved the Grand Canyon for us; today, we
will save the Grand Escalante Canyons and
the Kaiparowits Plateaus of Utah for our chil-
dren.’’

Sometimes progress is measured in mas-
tering frontiers, but sometimes we must
measure progress in protecting frontiers for
our children and all children to come. Let
me make a few things about this proclama-
tion clear: First, it applies only to Federal
lands, lands that belong already to the Amer-
ican people. Second, under the proclamation,
families will be able to use this canyon as
they always have: The land will remain open
for multiple uses including hunting, fishing,
hiking, camping, and grazing. Third, the
proclamation makes no Federal water rights
claims. Fourth, while the Grand Staircase-
Escalante will be open for many activities,
I am concerned about a large coal mine pro-
posed for the area. Mining jobs are good jobs,
and mining is important to our national econ-
omy and to our national security. But we

can’t have mines everywhere, and we
shouldn’t have mines that threaten our na-
tional treasures.

That is why I am so pleased that
PacifiCorp has followed the example set by
Crown Butte New World Mine in Yellow-
stone. PacifiCorp has agreed to trade its lease
to mine coal on these lands for better, more
appropriate sites outside the monument area.
I hope that Andalex, a foreign company, will
follow PacifiCorp’s example and work with
us to find a way to pursue its mining oper-
ations elsewhere.

Now, let me also say a word to the people
of Utah. Mining revenues from Federal and
State lands help to support your schools. I
know the children of Utah have a big stake
in school lands located within the boundaries
of the monument that I am designating
today. In the past these scattered school
lands have never generated significant reve-
nues for the Utah school trust. That’s why
Governor Scott Matheson, one of the great-
est public figures in the history of Utah,
asked the Congress to authorize the ex-
change of nonrevenue-producing lands for
other Federal lands that can actually provide
revenue for the school trust.

Finally, I was able to sign legislation to
accomplish that goal in 1993. And I will now
use my office to accelerate the exchange
process. I have directed Secretary Babbitt to
consult with Governor Leavitt, Congressman
Orton, Senators Bennett and Hatch to form
an exchange working group to respond
promptly to all exchange requests and other
issues submitted by the State and to resolve
reasonable differences in valuation in favor
of the school trust. By taking these steps, we
can both protect the natural heritage of
Utah’s children and ensure them a quality
educational heritage.

I will say again, creating this national
monument should not and will not come at
the expense of Utah’s children. Today is also
the beginning of a unique 3-year process dur-
ing which the Bureau of Land Management
will work with State and local governments,
Congressman Orton, and the Senators and
other interests to set up a land management
process that will be good for the people of
Utah and good for Americans. And I know
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a lot of you will want to be involved in that
and to be heard as well.

Let us always remember, the Grand Stair-
case-Escalante is for our children. For our
children we have worked hard to make sure
that we have a clean and safe environment,
as the Vice President said. I appreciate what
he said about the Yellowstone, the Mojave
Desert, the Everglades, the work we have
done all across this country to try to preserve
our natural heritage and clean up our envi-
ronment. I hope that we can once again pur-
sue that as an American priority without re-
gard to party or politics or election seasons.
We all have the same stake in our common
future.

If you’ll permit me a personal note, an-
other one, it was 63 years ago that a great
Democrat first proposed that we create a na-
tional monument in Utah’s Canyonlands. His
name was Harold Ickes. He was Franklin
Roosevelt’s Interior Secretary. And I’m sorry
he never got a chance to see that his dream
would become a reality, but I’m very glad
that his son and namesake is my Deputy
Chief of Staff and is here today.

And it was 30 years before that, 93 years
ago, that a great Republican President, Theo-
dore Roosevelt, said we should make the
Grand Canyon a national monument. In
1903, Teddy Roosevelt came to this place
and said a few words from the rim of the
Canyon I’d like to share with you as we close
today:

‘‘Leave the Grand Canyon as it is. You can-
not improve upon it. What you can do is keep
it for your children, your children’s children,
all who come after you. We have gotten past
the stage when we are pardoned if we treat
any part of our country as something to be
skinned for. The use of the present genera-
tion, whether it is the forest, the water, the
scenery, whatever it is, handle it so that your
children’s children will get the benefit of it.’’

It was President Roosevelt’s wisdom and
vision that launched the Progressive Era and
prepared our Nation for the 20th century.
Today we must do the same for the 21st cen-
tury. I have talked a lot about building a
bridge of possibility to that 21st century, by
meeting our challenges and protecting our
values. Today the Grand Staircase-Escalante

National Monument becomes a great pillar
in our bridge to tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. outside
El Tovar Lodge. In his remarks, he referred to
Rob Arnberger, Superintendent, Grand Canyon
National Park; Norma Matheson, widow of former
Utah Gov. Scott Matheson; and Gov. Michael O.
Leavitt of Utah.

Proclamation 6920—Establishment
of the Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The Grand Staircase-Escalante National

Monument’s vast and austere landscape em-
braces a spectacular array of scientific and
historic resources. This high, rugged, and re-
mote region, where bold plateaus and multi-
hued cliffs run for distances that defy human
perspective, was the last place in the con-
tinental United States to be mapped. Even
today, this unspoiled natural area remains a
frontier, a quality that greatly enhances the
monument’s value for scientific study. The
monument has a long and dignified human
history: it is a place where one can see how
nature shapes human endeavors in the Amer-
ican West, where distance and aridity have
been pitted against our dreams and courage.
The monument presents exemplary opportu-
nities for geologists, paleontologists, arche-
ologists, historians, and biologists.

The monument is a geologic treasure of
clearly exposed stratigraphy and structures.
The sedimentary rock layers are relatively
undeformed and unobscured by vegetation,
offering a clear view to understanding the
processes of the earth’s formation. A wide
variety of formations, some in brilliant colors,
have been exposed by millennia of erosion.
The monument contains significant portions
of a vast geologic stairway, named the Grand
Staircase by pioneering geologist Clarance
Dutton, which rises 5,500 feet to the rim of
Bryce Canyon in an unbroken sequence of
great cliffs and plateaus. The monument in-
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cludes the rugged canyon country of the
upper Paria Canyon system, major compo-
nents of the White and Vermilion Cliffs and
associated benches, and the Kaiparowits Pla-
teau. That Plateau encompasses about 1,600
square miles of sedimentary rock and consists
of successive south-to-north ascending pla-
teaus or benches, deeply cut by steep-walled
canyons. Naturally burning coal seams have
scorched the tops of the Burning Hills brick-
red. Another prominent geological feature of
the plateau is the East Kaibab Monocline,
known as the Cockscomb. The monument
also includes the spectacular Circle Cliffs and
part of the Waterpocket Fold, the inclusion
of which completes the protection of this
geologic feature begun with the establish-
ment of Capitol Reef National Monument in
1938 (Proclamation No. 2246, 50 Stat. 1856).
The monument holds many arches and natu-
ral bridges, including the 130-foot-high
Escalante Natural Bridge, with a 100 foot
span, and Grosvenor Arch, a rare ‘‘double
arch.’’ The upper Escalante Canyons, in the
northeastern reaches of the monument, are
distinctive: in addition to several major arch-
es and natural bridges, vivid geological fea-
tures are laid bare in narrow, serpentine can-
yons, where erosion has exposed sandstone
and shale deposits in shades of red, maroon,
chocolate, tan, gray, and white. Such diverse
objects make the monument outstanding for
purposes of geologic study.

The monument includes world class pale-
ontological sites. The Circle Cliffs reveal re-
markable specimens of petrified wood, such
as large unbroken logs exceeding 30 feet in
length. The thickness, continuity and broad
temporal distribution of the Kaiparowits Pla-
teau’s stratigraphy provide significant oppor-
tunities to study the paleontology of the late
Cretaceous Era. Extremely significant fossils,
including marine and brackish water mol-
lusks, turtles, crocodilians, lizards, dinosaurs,
fishes, and mammals, have been recovered
from the Dakota, Tropic Shale and Wahweap
Formations, and the Tibbet Canyon, Smoky
Hollow and John Henry members of the
Straight Cliffs Formation. Within the monu-
ment, these formations have produced the
only evidence in our hemisphere of terres-
trial vertebrate fauna, including mammals, of
the Cenomanian-Santonian ages. This se-

quence of rocks, including the overlaying
Wahweap and Kaiparowits formations, con-
tains one of the best and most continuous
records of Late Cretaceous terrestrial life in
the world.

Archeological inventories carried out to
date show extensive use of places within the
monument by ancient Native American cul-
ture. The area was a contact point for the
Anasazi and Fremont cultures, and the evi-
dence of this mingling provides a significant
opportunity for archeological study. The cul-
tural resources discovered so far in the
monument are outstanding in their variety
of cultural affiliation, type and distribution.
Hundreds of recorded sites include rock art
panels, occupation sites, campsites and gra-
naries. Many more undocumented sites that
exist within the monument are of significant
scientific and historic value worthy of preser-
vation for future study.

The monument is rich in human history.
In addition to occupations by the Anasazi and
Fremont cultures, the area has been used by
modern tribal groups, including the Southern
Paiute and Navajo. John Wesley Powell’s ex-
pedition did initial mapping and scientific
field work in the area in 1872. Early Mormon
pioneers left many historic objects, including
trails, inscriptions, ghost towns such as the
Old Paria townsite, rock houses, and cowboy
line camps, and built and traversed the re-
nowned Hole-in-the-Rock Trail as part of
their epic colonization efforts. Sixty miles of
the Trail lie within the monument, as does
Dance Hall Rock, used by intrepid Mormon
pioneers and now a National Historic Site.

Spanning five life zones from low-lying
desert to coniferous forest, with scarce and
scattered water sources, the monument is an
outstanding biological resource. Remoteness,
limited travel corridors and low visitation
have all helped to preserve intact the monu-
ment’s important ecological values. The
blending of warm and cold desert floras,
along with the high number of endemic spe-
cies, place this area in the heart of perhaps
the richest floristic region in the Inter-
mountain West. It contains an abundance of
unique, isolated communities such as hang-
ing gardens, tinajas, and rock crevice, canyon
bottom, and dunal pocket communities,
which have provided refugia for many an-
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cient plant species for millennia. Geologic
uplift with minimal deformation and subse-
quent downcutting by streams have exposed
large expanses of a variety of geologic strata,
each with unique physical and chemical char-
acteristics. These strata are the parent mate-
rial for a spectacular array of unusual and
diverse soils that support many different veg-
etative communities and numerous types of
endemic plants and their pollinators. This
presents an extraordinary opportunity to
study plant speciation and community dy-
namics independent of climatic variables.
The monument contains an extraordinary
number of areas of relict vegetation, many
of which have existed since the Pleistocene,
where natural processes continue unaltered
by man. These include relict grasslands, of
which No Mans Mesa is an outstanding ex-
ample, and pinon-juniper communities con-
taining trees up to 1,400 years old. As wit-
nesses to the past, these relict areas establish
a baseline against which to measure changes
in community dynamics and biogeochemical
cycles in areas impacted by human activity.
Most of the ecological communities con-
tained in the monument have low resistance
to, and slow recovery from, disturbance.
Fragile cryptobiotic crusts, themselves of sig-
nificant biological interest, play a critical role
throughout the monument, stabilizing the
highly erodible desert soils and providing nu-
trients to plants. An abundance of pack rat
middens provides insight into the vegetation
and climate of the past 25,000 years and fur-
nishes context for studies of evolution and
climate change. The wildlife of the monu-
ment is characterized by a diversity of spe-
cies. The monument varies greatly in ele-
vation and topography and is in a climatic
zone where northern and southern habitat
species intermingle. Mountain lion, bear, and
desert bighorn sheep roam the monument.
Over 200 species of birds, including bald ea-
gles and peregrine falcons, are found within
the area. Wildlife, including neotropical
birds, concentrate around the Paria and
Escalante Rivers and other riparian corridors
within the monument.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, his-

toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined
to the smallest area compatible with the
proper care and management of the objects
to be protected.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by section 2
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the Grand Stair-
case-Escalante National Monument, for the
purpose of protecting the objects identified
above, all lands and interests in lands owned
or controlled by the United States within the
boundaries of the area described on the doc-
ument entitled ‘‘Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument’’ attached to and form-
ing a part of this proclamation. The Federal
land and interests in land reserved consist
of approximately 1.7 million acres, which is
the smallest area compatible with the proper
care and management of the objects to be
protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands
within the boundaries of this monument are
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from
entry, location, selection, sale, leasing, or
other disposition under the public land laws,
other than by exchange that furthers the pro-
tective purposes of the monument. Lands
and interests in lands not owned by the Unit-
ed States shall be reserved as a part of the
monument upon acquisition of title thereto
by the United States.

The establishment of this monument is
subject to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to diminish the responsibility and
authority of the State of Utah for manage-
ment of fish and wildlife, including regula-
tion of hunting and fishing, on Federal lands
within the monument.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to affect existing permits or leases
for, or levels of, livestock grazing on Federal
lands within the monument; existing grazing
uses shall continue to be governed by appli-
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cable laws and regulations other than this
proclamation.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal,
reservation, or appropriation; however, the
national monument shall be the dominant
reservation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage
the monument through the Bureau of Land
Management, pursuant to applicable legal
authorities, to implement the purposes of this
proclamation. The Secretary of the Interior
shall prepare, within 3 years of this date, a
management plan for this monument, and
shall promulgate such regulations for its
management as he deems appropriate. This
proclamation does not reserve water as a
matter of Federal law. I direct the Secretary
to address in the management plan the extent
to which water is necessary for the proper
care and management of the objects of this
monument and the extent to which further
action may be necessary pursuant to Federal
or State law to assure the availability of water.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any
of the lands thereof.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:27 p.m., September 23, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 24.

Proclamation 6918—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 1996
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since our country’s birth, Americans have

responded to military threats against liberty

and democracy, whether at home or in re-
mote areas of the world. The young men and
women of our Armed Forces understand the
need to resist oppression, and they have will-
ingly put themselves in harm’s way around
the globe to do so. Those young Americans
who stand in the defense of freedom are our
country’s most precious natural resource.

It is particularly painful when these brave
Americans are made Prisoners of War, or are
classified as Missing in Action. They have
earned our deep appreciation and respect for
the great sacrifices they have made so that
all of us can continue to enjoy the privileges
of liberty. In keeping faith with them, we
continue our concerted efforts to determine
the fate of all those who are unaccounted
for and to bring home the remains of those
who have perished.

The grief for our prisoners of war and
those missing in action is most intense, of
course, among their families and loved ones
at home, who wait—often for years, and
sometimes in vain—for confirmation of their
fate. These families display their own cour-
age too, by their endurance in the face of
deep anxiety. Their cause is our cause, and
we pledge ourselves to them anew on this
special day.

On September 20, 1996, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast
Asia, a black-and-white banner symbolizing
all of America’s missing, will be flown over
the White House, the United States Capitol,
the United States Departments of State, De-
fense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective
Service System headquarters, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veter-
ans Memorial, and national cemeteries across
the country.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 20,
1996, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honor-
ing former American POWs and those Amer-
icans still unaccounted for as a result of their
service to our great Nation. I also encourage
the American people to express their grati-
tude to the families of these missing Ameri-
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cans for their perseverance through
the many years of waiting. Finally, I
urge Federal, State, and local officials
and private organizations to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies,
programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 19, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Proclamation 6919—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1996
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America draws strength from the extraor-

dinary diversity of its people. Our national
character is enhanced by citizens who main-
tain and honor cultural customs brought
from other lands. Hispanics, who have long
been part of this tradition, were the earliest
European settlers of this great Nation, with
the Spanish founding cities in Florida in the
1500’s, and Mexicans establishing home-
steads in the Southwest in the 1600’s. Puerto
Ricans became U.S. citizens in 1917, and
other Latinos over the years, including Cu-
bans and Central Americans, came to the
United States in search of democracy, free-
dom, and a better way of life.

Hispanics, who are of all races, distinguish
themselves as a community by fostering con-
nections rooted in the Spanish language.
Their diverse and vibrant culture includes
elements originating in Spain, North Amer-
ica, Central America, South America, and the
Caribbean. Hispanics share deep family val-
ues, recognize their obligations to the less
fortunate of our society, protect their chil-

dren, cherish freedom, and fulfill their patri-
otic duty to defend their country.

Earlier this month, I awarded our Nation’s
highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, to Dr. Antonia Pantoja. Dr.
Pantoja has inspired generations of Latino
youth to ‘‘dare to dream.’’ Believing that hard
work can overcome any obstacle, she went
from factory worker to college professor and
has dedicated her life to bringing educational
and economic opportunities to the Puerto
Rican community.

Sadly, we recently lost one of our great
countrymen, Dr. Hector P. Garcia of Corpus
Christi, Texas. A member of the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights and a recipient of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, he is
best remembered for his service to the
Latino community, founding the American
GI Forum to defend the civil rights of His-
panic veterans and organizing one of the first
civil rights marches in the 1940’s.

Many other Hispanic sons and daughters
have served our country with distinction,
making important contributions in the arts
and sciences, the business world, academia,
government, agriculture, and the Armed
Forces. Helping to preserve the democracy
and freedom all Americans enjoy, Hispanics
have served in the United States Armed
Forces in proportions much larger than their
percentage of the population. Since World
War I, our Nation has awarded the Medal
of Honor, our highest military honor, to more
Latinos than any other ethnic group.

Today, let us honor Hispanics for their ex-
ample of community and patriotism, and for
the richness of their contribution to this great
land.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1996, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon all government offi-
cials, educators, and people of the United
States to honor this observance with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and encourage all Americans to rededicate
themselves to the pursuit of equality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
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the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:40 a.m., September 19, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1996
September 18, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone observing
Yom Kippur, this holiest of Jewish holidays.

On this day, Jews across our nation and
around the world gather to pray for forgive-
ness and to atone for any transgressions they
may have committed against God and their
fellow human beings. It is during this solemn
observance that people who have been torn
by differences seek reconciliation with
friends, family, and neighbors in an earnest
effort to improve their lives and to strengthen
their relationships with others.

With its emphasis on collective respon-
sibility, Yom Kippur is a powerful reminder
that what we do as individuals has a profound
effect on our entire community. The choices
we make, whether shortsighted or wise, self-
centered or generous, make a difference not
only in our own lives but in the lives of our
families, our community, and our nation.

Let us remember, therefore, that renewal
is still within our reach, that humility before
God will help us to recognize and conquer
whatever is unworthy in our society and bring
us closer to our Creator and to one another.
Let us realize that whatever success we may
attain will be meaningful only if it is used
in service to others. And let this Yom Kippur
be a time for us to reaffirm our commitment
to family, to community, and to a world of
peace and opportunity for all.

Best wishes for a blessed Yom Kippur.
Bill Clinton

Remarks in Seattle, Washington
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you, thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, ladies and gen-
tlemen, I have to tell you that for 5 years
I have been coming here. I read all about
Washington, all about Seattle. This is the very
first time it has ever rained on me. Now I
know I have finally been accepted as one of
you, and thank you. I am glad to be here.

I also have a Seattle Fire Department cap
that’s keeping me a little dry here. I want
to thank Congressman Norm Dicks, who’s
up here. We’re going to send him some help
in the United States House of Representa-
tives in November, aren’t we? [Applause] He
and Jim McDermott have had a pretty lonely
time, and I want to help them. And I know
you do, too.

Let me thank my good friend Mayor Norm
Rice for his longtime friendship, for the great
campaign he ran, for the incredible dignity
he has shown, and for the sense of unity he
and Gary Locke have expressed today. It
made me proud to be a Democrat and proud
to be an American.

I want to thank Gary Locke for what he
said, for the campaign he has run, the cam-
paign he is about to run, and the work he
will do as the Governor of the great State
of Washington. He will be a great partner,
and I will work with him to make this State
even greater. Thank you for everything you
have done to support him, and stay with him
until November.

My fellow Americans, I’m glad to see you
here. I knew you wouldn’t be deterred by
the rain, but when the Secret Service told
me that 30,000 people had gone through the
mags, I knew that you wanted to keep Amer-
ica on the right track to the 21st century.

We are moving in the right direction. And
I am proud of the fact that since I came here
4 years ago and asked you to support me in
meeting our challenges, protecting our val-
ues, providing opportunity and responsibility
for all Americans, and bringing this country
together, not seeing it driven apart, having
us relish our diversity instead of being de-
stroyed by it, we are moving ahead.

We have 101⁄2 million more jobs than we
had 4 years ago. We have—we’ve cut the def-
icit by 60 percent, the first time since before
the Civil War it’s gone down all 4 years in
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a row. On October the 1st, 10 million Ameri-
cans will get an increase in their minimum
wage, thanks to the leadership of the Demo-
cratic Party. Twenty-five million Americans
are now going to have a chance to keep their
health insurance or get it because of the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill that says no more can
you be denied health insurance because you
changed jobs or just because someone in
your family has been sick. And it’s high time
we did that for the American people.

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row. We just got a report a couple of
days ago that there are one million fewer vic-
tims of crime than there were. Our crime
approach is working. The Democrats were
right to push it. More police, take the assault
weapons off the street, enforce the Brady
bill, give our kids something to say yes to,
‘‘three strikes and you’re out:’’ it’s working,
and we need to continue to support it.

There are 1.8 million fewer people on the
welfare rolls; child support collections are up
40 percent. We have improved the safety of
our drinking water, our air, our food. We are
protecting the natural heritage of this coun-
try. And I’m very proud that just today I was
in the Grand Canyon, announcing the cre-
ation in Utah of the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument of 1.7 million
acres.

I am very proud that this week we had
an agreement to protect and restore salmon
to the Columbia River. And I am especially,
especially proud that just last night we
reached an agreement, and high time, to pro-
tect the old-growth timber in Washington
and Oregon. We are moving in the right di-
rection.

Washington is the most trade-dependent
State in the country, and I am very proud
of the fact that we have concluded over 200
trade agreements. We are now exporting ev-
erything from high-tech equipment to air-
planes to, yes, even Washington apples
around the world in the last 4 years. And
we did it by replacing the old Washington
politics of personal destruction in who is to
blame with a new question, not who’s to
blame, not who we can bad-mouth, but what
are we going to do to make this country a
greater place for every single American who
is willing to work for it.

In the two conventions of the great parties
held this summer the issue before the Amer-
ican people was posed squarely and clearly:
Are we going to build a bridge to the past
or a bridge to the future? Do we believe that
Government is our enemy, and we should
be on our own, or do we believe that the
First Lady is right: It takes a village, and
we’re going into the future together.

Rain or shine, I came here to ask you, will
you help me build the bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause] I want to build a bridge to
the 21st century where every American has
a chance to reap the bounty of America,
starting with the finest education system in
the world for everyone. Forty percent of our
8-year-olds can’t read on their own. In the
next 4 years I want an army of reading volun-
teers and trained tutors to go into our fami-
lies and into our schools and help our parents
and our teachers, so that by the year 2000
every single third-grader in this country can
hold up a book and say, ‘‘I read it all by my-
self.’’ I want you to help me do that.

In this great high-tech home, I want us
to make sure that every classroom in America
not only has the computers they need, not
only has the teachers trained to help the stu-
dents with the computers, but is hooked up
to the information superhighway so that we
can say for the first time in the entire history
of the United States, every child in every
classroom, from the poorest inner-cities to
the most remote mountain villages has access
to the same learning at the same quality in
the same time as every single—[inaudible]—
in the United States.

And finally, on education, we have to open
the doors of college education to all Ameri-
cans. I want to make in the next 4 years at
least 2 years of college just as universal in
the United States as a high school diploma
is today. That is the way to move this country
forward. I want to give a tax cut for the cost
of a typical community college education,
dollar for dollar, to every American who will
go to community college and do a good job
of any age, so that everybody can say, ‘‘No
matter what happens to me, I can always go
back and get the education I need to move
up, not down in this competitive global econ-
omy.’’
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And I want to give every family a deduc-
tion for the cost of college tuition of up to
$10,000 a year for any kind of college cost.
It would build America. It would help us
grow together. It will move us forward. It
will build that bridge.

And ladies and gentlemen, I want to keep
this economy going: More trade, more trade
opportunities, more investment in research.
Yes, a balanced budget, but let’s balance the
budget without wrecking Medicare, turning
our backs on Medicaid’s commitment to fam-
ilies with disabilities or children that are poor
or women that are pregnant or the elderly
who need our help. And I want to continue
to invest in the environment and education,
not turn our backs on it. And I want you
to think about that when you vote in Norm
Dicks’ election, and all these other races for
Congress.

In 1994, the other party came to Washing-
ton, and they said, ‘‘Help us make a revolu-
tion. We’re going to revolutionize America.’’
Well, we saw what their revolution was. ‘‘You
take our cuts in Medicare, Medicaid, edu-
cation, and the environment. You let us raise
taxes on the 9 million poorest working people
in America. Let us raid pension funds. Let
us let polluters write their own environment
laws, or we’ll shut the Government down.’’
I told them to shut the Government down.
Norm Dicks stood with me, and we stopped
what they were trying to do.

And ladies and gentlemen, never forget—
never forget what stake you have. The Uni-
versity of Washington is the number one—
the number one public institution of higher
education in America in the receipt of na-
tional research funds. This is important to
our future. I just signed—we just signed an
agreement—I didn’t actually have to sign the
agreement myself—but we just made an
agreement, my administration and IBM, to
build a supercomputer over the next couple
of years that will do, listen to this—will do
more calculations in one second than you can
go home and pick up your hand-held calcula-
tor and do in 30,000 years.

We are going to keep this country on the
cutting edge of technology if you will give
the American people and the people of
Washington, yourselves and your children, a
United States Congress that understands we

have to invest in research and education and
the environment if we’re going to grow this
country. And we can balance the budget and
do that. Will you help me build that bridge
to the 21st century? [Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where everybody has a chance to be respon-
sible—1.8 million fewer people on welfare,
moving from welfare to work. Here’s what
that new law says—and this is another reason
you need Gary Locke as Governor—the new
welfare reform law says this: We will con-
tinue the national guarantee of health care
and nutrition to people who are poor and
on welfare. If they go to work, we’ll spend
more than ever on child care so they don’t
have to hurt their kids. But we’re going to
take the welfare check and give that money
to the States so they can decide how both
to support people and move them, those who
are able-bodied, into the workplace within
2 years.

Now, who do you trust to do right by the
poor people of Washington and bring them
into the mainstream? Gary Locke. I’m com-
mitted to helping him and the city of Seattle
and other cities in this country create a mil-
lion new jobs for those people in the next
4 years. I want you to help us both build
that kind of bridge to the 21st century.

And finally, you know, our friends on the
other side, they talk a lot about crime. They
talked tough about crime for 6 years but
nothing ever happened. We passed the 1994
crime bill. And they came into the State of
Washington like a tornado into the rural
areas telling all these people how terrible we
were, how we were going to take their guns
away from them and abolish their right to
keep and bear arms. And there was a great
revolution here in ’94 in the congressional
races.

Well, guess what? Unfortunately for them,
we’ve had two hunting seasons since then,
and not a single hunter in Washington has
lost a rifle. But we did take 19 kinds of assault
weapons off the street and 60,000 felons, fu-
gitives, and stalkers could not get handguns
because of the Brady bill. We were right.
They were wrong. You are safer. The crime
rate’s going down. Let them know about it
in November and help us build a bridge to
the 21st century where we’re all safe.
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We ought to extend the Brady bill and say,
‘‘If you beat up your spouse or your child,
you shouldn’t be able to get a handgun ei-
ther.’’ If police put their lives on the lines
for us, we ought to say we haven’t seen any
game wearing bulletproof vests. We want to
ban those cop-killer bullets. And those who
are opposed to us are wrong. Let’s ban them,
get rid of them, make our police officers safer
and our streets safer.

We ought to build a bridge to the 21st
century that brings us together as a commu-
nity beginning with strong families. You
know what I hear all over America as the
number one family problem? ‘‘How can I
reconcile the demands of work and rearing
my children? How can I do this? I need some
help.’’ That’s why I’m very proud that the
first bill I signed, over the opposition of the
leaders in the other party, was the family and
medical leave law.

And since then, 12 million times families
have taken advantage of that law when a baby
was born or a parent was sick so they could
take care of their families without losing their
jobs. And what have we got to show for it:
101⁄2 million jobs, the lowest unemployment
rate in 7 years, record numbers of new small
businesses. We are moving this country in
the right direction.

We can help small business the way we
have, make it easier for people to take out
pensions and take them from job to job, give
all small businesses a tax cut as we have when
they invest more in their businesses. But
don’t ask people to hurt their families.

I want to expand family and medical leave
to give people some time off to go to doctor’s
appointments and parent-teacher con-
ferences at the schools so people can raise
their kids and succeed at work. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

And let me say, finally, we have got to
build a bridge to the 21st century as every-
body in Washington State knows that enables
us to grow the economy while preserving our
environment. We are working to save our
natural treasures, from the Grand Staircase-
Escalante, which I mentioned, to getting the
gold mine out of the reaches of Yellowstone
National Park, to saving the Everglades all
the way across the country in Florida, to im-

proving the quality of our air, the safety of
our drinking water, the safety of our food.
And we have more to do.

We’ve cleaned up more toxic waste sites
in 3 years than the previous administrations
did in 12. But we still have a long way to
go: 10 million of our children still live within
4 miles of a toxic waste dump. If you’ll give
us 4 more years, we’ll clean up 500 more
so children will grow up next to parks not
poison. That’s the way to build a bridge to
the 21st century, and I want you to help me
do it.

And finally, let me say this: We have to
build a good community in America and be
a part of a strong community in the world.
I spend so much of the time you have given
me to be President trying to deal with the
new security challenges of this era, trying to
combat the terrorists, trying to combat the
ethnic hatred, trying to combat the spread
of weapons of mass destruction, not just nu-
clear weapons but biological and chemical
weapons and other sophisticated weapons,
trying to beat the drug runners and the orga-
nized criminals so that we can have a world
that is open and free, where people can move
around and share information, but our chil-
dren will be safe.

If you think about it, a lot of the time I
spend is dealing with problems that are
caused because people refuse to get along
with each other and behave like sensible
adults because people all over this world in-
sist on looking down on others because
they’re of a different race, a different reli-
gion, a different ethnic group, a different
tribe, or in same other way different from
them. People insist on saying, I’m important
because I’m not you.

Well, Seattle is a rebuke to that. Seattle
is a place where everybody has a home. You
look around this crowd today, look around
this crowd today. There are 197 nations rep-
resented in the Olympics and a whole lot of
them are represented in this crowd of 30,000
in Seattle, Washington, United States of
America today.

That’s the world I want to live in. That’s
the country I want to live in. We cannot af-
ford—we cannot afford politicians who are
waging war on legal immigrants for their own
benefits. We cannot afford this church burn-
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ing. We cannot afford the kinds of hatreds
and wedge issues that have been too much
a staple of our politics in modern times.

Think about the rest of the world. There
is no country—no country as well-positioned
as the United States for the 21st century. But
we have to make a decision. Are we all part
of one village? Do we want to say, ‘‘You’re
on your own?’’ Do we really believe that
we’re all created equal in the eyes of God,
or do we need to have somebody to look
down on so we can feel important? I think
you know the answer to that.

I think we ought to build a bridge to the
21st century that is wide and strong so that
we can say to anybody we run across, any
man or woman, boy, or girl without regard
to anything else, ‘‘All you have to do is be-
lieve in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights,
the Declaration of Independence, show up
for work tomorrow or for school, do your
best, obey the law, love your neighbor as
yourself, and you’re part of our community
and we’re willing to walk with you into the
future.’’ Will you help me build that bridge?
[Applause] We need you, Washington.

Thank you, and God bless you, and God
bless America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. at the
Pike Place Market. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club in
Seattle
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Believe it or not, we can almost
see most of you way in the back and up there.
Thank you.

I want to begin by just thanking all of you
for being here tonight.

Audience member. Where’s Hillary?
[Laughter]

The President. Well, Hillary is on her way
here. She’s been in Denver. We’re going to
leave for the bus trip here tomorrow, so
sometime in the next hour and a half she’ll
be here.

I want to thank you Tom Skerritt for intro-
ducing me and for being a good friend and
supporter. I know you’re all proud of him.

I want to thank all the musicians who played
tonight, and this is a Saxophone Club event;
we’ve got five saxophones back here. Let’s
give them all a hand. [Applause] Thank you.

I want to tell you how proud I am to be
here with these fine folks who are up on the
stage with me. Gary Locke is going to be
a great Governor of Washington State. And
you can be proud of him. I want to thank
my good friend Congressman Norm Dicks
for being here and ask for your support for
him. And I want to briefly introduce all these
other gentlemen behind me because they’re
going to give you a chance to undo that revo-
lution that Mr. Gingrich brought us 2 years
ago.

So I’d like to ask them to give you a wave
as I call their names: Kevin Quigley; Rick
Locke; Brian Baird; Jeff Coopersmith; and
this gentleman got more votes than the in-
cumbent Congressman last night and will
again November, Adam Smith. [Applause]
Thank you. Thank you.

Now, were any of you in the Pike Street
Market today? I hope you didn’t get pneu-
monia. I couldn’t believe that you waited in
the rain. You should know I just got the latest
figures. I understand that 35,000 people
were put through the mags at the rally to-
night. So I thank you for that. I am very
grateful for your presence here tonight and
for your support.

Audience member. Play the sax!
The President. No, I can’t do that. After

the election, I’ll play, after the election. No,
I’m not going to do it. You might as well
stop now; I’m not going to do it. [Laughter]

You know, that’s the way they were when
they passed that budget and shut the Govern-
ment down. I told them I wasn’t going to
put up with that, either. I didn’t do it.
[Laughter] After the election, I’ll play, after
the election. I’ve got to get my skill level back
up. After the election, I’ll do that.

Let me tell you something, this election
in 7 weeks—or to be precise, 6 weeks and
6 days—is going to have a huge impact on
what your country looks like in 50 years. You
know that, and you’re determined to make
it come out right, or you wouldn’t be here
tonight, and you certainly wouldn’t be in such
a good humor, with such high spirits, with
such high energy.
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But I want to ask you tonight to take the
energy, the enthusiasm, the spirit that you’re
manifesting here and take it out all across
this community, all across this State, to your
friends in other States for 6 weeks and 6 days.
If you’ll give us 6 weeks and 6 days, we’ll
give you 4 great years. And I need your help.

You know, if you look around, if you just
look around Seattle today and the State of
Washington, you see a lot of living examples
of what I am trying so hard to do for Ameri-
ca’s future. You know, I want to build a
bridge to the future that has a growing econ-
omy in which everybody can participate, not
just a few, but everybody. That’s why it’s im-
portant to stop those who tried to cut back
on education and instead make a college edu-
cation available to everybody, bring the
Internet to every classroom, make sure we
have world-class opportunities.

I want us to go forward as one community
building for the future. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to balance the budget without walking
away from our commitments to education or
to the environment or to research.

As I said today at the Pike Street Market,
the University of Washington is the number
one recipient of Federal research investment
of any public university in the United States
of America. You’ve got a big stake in our con-
tinuing to invest in the future and building
a better future.

Just in the last 4 years, I’ve seen the life
expectancy of people with HIV and AIDS
more than double in 4 years because of medi-
cal research and accelerating movement of
drugs to the marketplace.

Just a few days before Christopher Reeve
spoke so movingly at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention about research—just a few
days—for the first time in history we had an
example of lower-limb movement being re-
stored to laboratory animals that had their
spines severed by nerve transplants. This is
historic in its implications. To turn away from
research at the time when things like this
are happening is folly.

So, yes, balance the budget, but keep in-
vesting in our people and our future, so we
can go forward together and grow together.
You understand that here. You know that
here. You know it’s a part of our future, and
you have to stand for it.

This has also been a great week for Ameri-
ca’s natural heritage and environment. Last
night we reached an agreement to preserve
the old growth forests in Washington and Or-
egon. This week we reached an agreement
to preserve and restore salmon on the Co-
lumbia River, very important. Today I went
to the Grand Canyon, which was first pre-
served by Theodore Roosevelt in 1908 by a
declaration of Presidential monument to de-
clare a monument in southern Utah: 1.7 mil-
lion acres; the Grand Cascade-Escalante
monument. It’s a beautiful, priceless treasure
for our people and a great thing for our coun-
try.

But we have more to do. There is a huge
difference here. One party wants to build a
bridge to the future; one says we should
reach back and build a bridge to the past.
One approach says the Government is always
the problem; we’d be better off if we were
on our own. My approach says—I agree with
my wife’s book—it takes a village to raise a
child, to grow the country, to build a future.

And there is no community in America
more outward-looking, more reaching out to
the world, more relishing of its diversity than
Seattle. And the way you live every day trying
to reconcile your differences and appreciate
your differences and relish them and build
strength out of this community, that’s what
America has to do.

When Hillary and our daughter and I went
to the Olympics to open them and I got to
talk to the American team, it occurred to me
that if the American team were to take off
its uniforms and just walk around in the
Olympic Village, you wouldn’t have a clue
where they were from. [Laughter] I mean
we had Hispanic-Americans and we had Nor-
dic-Americans and we had Indian- and Paki-
stani-Americans and we had Native Ameri-
cans and we had all kinds of Asian-Americans
from all over.

Audience member. Gay Americans!
The President. Yes. We had everybody

and all on the Olympic team. So it occurred
to me that—and I sat in the Olympic dining
hall there, and I ate with these various team
members and people came up to me from
Ireland and from the Middle East and from
various places where I’ve been working to
try to make peace and thanked me for the
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efforts of the United States. And I thought
to myself—I thought to myself, here we got
197 different national groups represented at
the Olympics. Our largest county, Los Ange-
les County, has people from over 150 of
those places in one county. In Seattle, you
have nearly that many. And yet, we’re still
somehow making it work.

But that’s still our biggest challenge. You
think about the time I spent as your Presi-
dent trying to get other people around the
world to get along instead of look down on
each other.

That’s the last thing I will say. This is a
better country in terms of our achievements,
our direction, and our opportunity, our sense
of civic responsibility; we’re stronger, we’re
in better shape than we were 4 years ago.
By any measure, we’re in better shape than
we were 4 years ago.

But if you really want to build a bridge
to the 21st century, if you want to feel on
a daily basis about your country the energy,
the elation, the joy you are manifesting here
tonight, you know as well as I do that we
have to make opportunity available to every-
one. We have to give everyone a chance and
expect everyone to play the role of respon-
sible citizen. And we have got to find a way
to convince everybody who hasn’t got it yet
that we are stronger, not weaker, because of
our diversity. It is our meal ticket to the fu-
ture. It is our meal ticket to the future. There
is not a country in the world as well-posi-
tioned for the 21st century as the United
States.

Audience member. You know it!
The President. Nobody. Because of the

way we’re connected to the rest of the world,
because of what we’re doing with technology,
because of our commitment to educate all
of our children, because of the entrepreneur-
ial spirit we have. But the great test is, are
we going to be one community? Are we going
to make a strength out of what is bedeviling
so much of the rest of the world?

It breaks my heart to think that there are
people in the Middle East that want to keep
the war going. It breaks my heart to see that
the peace in Ireland was broken by people

who would rather fight about something that
happened 300 or 600 years ago, instead of
letting all the Catholic and Protestant kids
go forward into the future together.

It’s amazing to me that in Bosnia, where
they lived together in peace for decades,
within a matter of months they started a 4-
year war where they were killing each other’s
kids. That’s why I over-react, by some stand-
ards, when we do things like have church
burnings here or synagogues are defaced or
Islamic centers are destroyed. This is a coun-
try which rests on a simple premise. We have
never lived up to it perfectly, but we’re get-
ting better at it all along, which is why we’re
still around here after 220 years. And that
simple premise is, everybody is equal in the
eyes of God. If you want to be an American,
what you have to do is believe in the Declara-
tion of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and
the Constitution and show up and behave
yourself and do right, and you’re part of our
country, and you’ll be on that bridge to the
21st century. That is what you have to do.
That is what you have to do. Will you help
me build that bridge?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you give me 6 weeks

and 6 days?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help these people

to be elected so that we can construct the
country we want?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. We need you. Don’t get

careless. Don’t be taking this election for
granted. Keep this spirit tonight for 6 weeks
and 6 days, and you will really have some-
thing to celebrate on November 5th.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 p.m. at the
Paramount Theater. In his remarks, he referred
to actor Tom Skerritt; Kevin Quigley, candidate
for 2d congressional district; Rick Locke, can-
didate for 4th congressional district; Jeff
Coopersmith, candidate for 1st congressional dis-
trict; Adam Smith, candidate for 9th congressional
district. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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Remarks on Beginning a Bus Tour in
Tacoma, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you in
the back.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you up
there. Thank you very much. Well, I know
that it’s a little wet out here, and as I said
last night, I’ve been coming to Washington
for several years now, and it has never rained
on me before. I feel that, finally, you have
accepted me as one of your own.

I want to thank you for coming out in such
large numbers, and I can tell that a little rain
has not dampened your spirits. Are you ready
to fight for the next 6 weeks and 5 days?

Thank you. Mr. Mayor. Thank you for your
welcome and for your leadership. Congratu-
lations on so many things you are doing here
in Tacoma, but especially, from my point of
view, congratulations on winning the Presi-
dent’s Excellence Award for Exporting in
1994, and for keeping Tacoma and Washing-
ton open and reaching out to the rest of the
world, not turning away from it. I hope you
will continue to do that.

Thank you, Bridget Woods, for getting up
here and making that brave speech. There
aren’t many 16-year-old girls speaking to
28,000 people, and you did a fine job today.
Thank you. God bless you.

Thank you, Norm Dicks, for being a great
Congressman and a great friend and a vision-
ary leader, not only for the people of your
district, for the people of this country. And
thank you—thank you so much, Adam Smith,
for running for Congress. And thank you, Jeff
Coopersmith, if you’re here, for running for
Congress. And I want you folks to send them
there. Just remember—just remember—2
years ago, just 2 years ago, our friends in the
other party were crowing that Washington
State had led the way in the Republican Rev-
olution, that the people of Washington were
dying to see our economic policies reversed
and our crime policies reversed. They told
you that we raised the income taxes of ordi-
nary Americans; it wasn’t true. And then they
turned around and tried to raise the income
taxes of 9 million of the hardest working

Americans in the country with kids and low
incomes.

They told you that our economic plan was
going to fail. Well, it’s inconvenient for them,
but 101⁄2 million jobs later, record new ex-
ports, record new businesses, record busi-
nesses owned by women and minorities, 60
percent reduction in the deficit, the first time
since before the Civil War the deficit’s gone
down in all 4 years of an administration, you
now know that they were wrong in 1994. We
were right. Send Adam Smith and Jeff
Coopersmith to the Congress, and give Norm
Dicks some help to move you forward and
our country forward into the next century.

And thank you, Gary Locke, for your dis-
tinguished career in public service, for the
fine and positive campaign you have run for
Governor of the State of Washington. I want
all of you to do what you can in the next
few weeks to make sure that this fine man
is the next Governor. It is very important to
your future, more and more responsibilities
are devolving upon the State. The next Gov-
ernor of Washington will, among other
things, have the responsibility of working
with local communities to create an unprece-
dented number of new jobs for people we
are trying to move from welfare to work in
a way that supports families and supports
children and does not walk away from our
responsibilities to them. I think you know
who will do a better job of that, and I hope
you will help him win this election.

I want to thank the other officials who are
here, but most of all, I want to tell you that
you can’t imagine what it’s like to pull up
in a bus and see 28,000 people in the morn-
ing, in Tacoma, standing in the rain. That’s
because you know that America is on the
right track to the 21st century, and we intend
to keep it on that track, and I want you to
help us.

I have said before, let me say again: We
are living at a moment of enormous possibil-
ity. The young people in this audience will
have more chances to live out their dreams
than any generation of Americans in history.
If—if we build a bridge to the 21st century
that opens opportunity for all, expects re-
sponsibility from all, and is big enough, broad
enough, and strong enough for every Amer-
ican who is willing to work for it to go across,
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arm-in-arm, without regard to race or gender
or income, or where you start out in life or
condition of disability, everybody should be
able to go across the American bridge to the
21st century, and that’s what I’m asking you
to help us build.

My fellow Americans, there is a reason that
the economy is better than it was 4 years
ago. There is a reason the crime rate has gone
down for 4 years in a row. There is a reason
that the welfare rolls have gone down and
the child support collections have gone up.
There is a reason that the air is cleaner, our
drinking water is protected, our food is going
to be safer. There is a reason that the toxic
waste dumps that we cleaned up in the last
3 years were greater than those cleaned up
in the 12 years before we took office.

There is a reason that we were able to de-
clare the Grand Cascade Escalante National
Monument in Southern Utah yesterday, 1.7
million acres, to save Yellowstone from a gold
mine, to reach a historic agreement here in
Washington State just 2 days ago to protect
the old growth forests of Washington and Or-
egon, to reach an agreement to restore the
salmon in the Columbia River. This does not
happen by accident. This happened because
we replace the old Washington politics of
‘‘who can we blame’’ and hot air with ‘‘what
are we going to do about it?’’ Let’s don’t talk,
let’s roll up our sleeves, join hands, and actu-
ally do something to help the American peo-
ple make the most of their own lives and
to move forward, and that is what we pro-
posed to do.

So I come here to Tacoma to ask you to
help me build a bridge to the 21st century.
A bridge that focuses first and foremost on
making sure that every American has the
chance to make the most of his or her own
life, and that means world-class education.
A bridge to the 21st century where, as the
Vice President said, we hook up every class-
room and every library and every school in
the United States to the information super-
highway, to the Internet, to the World Wide
Web, that we give all of our children, for
the first time in history, whether they’re in
the poorest urban districts, the most remote
mountain districts—every single child at the
first time in history will have access to the
same information in the same time at the

same quality as the children in the richest
schools of America. We have never done it
before, we can do it now. Will you help us
build that bridge to the 21st century?

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where college is available to every American
of any age who needs to go. We propose,
first, to say people can save more in their
individual retirement accounts, their IRA’s,
and then withdraw from it, tax-free, to pay
for a college education. Second, that we want
at least 2 years of education after high school
and, by the year 2000, to be just as universal
as a high school diploma is today, and we
propose to guarantee it by giving people a
tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar reduction in the
taxes for the typical costs of community col-
lege tuition in this country. And third, that
we propose to give a tax deduction of up to
$10,000 a year for the costs of any college
tuition—undergraduate, graduate, for people
who are young or middle-aged or old. Let’s
do that and build a bridge we can all walk
across to the 21st century. Will you help us
build that bridge?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. The second thing we have

to do is to keep this economy growing. That
means we do have to continue to bring the
deficit down and balance the budget, be-
cause that means low interest rates, lower car
payments, mortgage payments, lower pay-
ments for businesses who have to borrow
money to create jobs, lower home payments.
But we have to do it in a way that honors
our obligations to each other and to our fu-
ture. We don’t have to wreck Medicare, turn
our backs on Medicaid’s responsibility to
poor children, pregnant women, the elderly,
families with members with disabilities. We
do not have to gut the environment or reduce
our investments in education and medical re-
search and other research in technology
areas.

Let me tell you, folks, Washington State
has led the way in reaching out to the rest
of the world with exports and in developing
a diversified, high-tech economy. I’m very
proud of the fact that, in this administration,
we’ve concluded 200 trade agreements that’s
helped the people in Washington export ev-
erything from computer software, to air-
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planes, to Washington apples. I am proud of
that. But we have to continue.

The University of Washington is the num-
ber one receiver of Federal research money
of any public university in the United States.
We have to continue to invest there. And we
also have to continue to invest in other forms
of research and technology. And today, let
me just say a special word about our space
program. I expect most of you, like me, were
thrilled to see the stunning pictures from
space that came out early this morning as
our Space Shuttle Atlantis linked up with the
Russian Space Station Mir.

Our American hero, Shannon Lucid,
greeted her American colleagues. What a
wonderful person she seems to be. It’s so
impressive, the life that she’s lived. We need
to support that space exploration. And I want
to tell you that, today, our administration will
announce the results of a complete review
of our space policy, the first new space policy
since the end of the cold war.

Let me tell you what we’re going to do.
First, we’re going to continue to expand our
knowledge of the universe. In December,
we’re going to launch a long-planned robotic
mission to the surface of Mars. And believe
it or not, if you’ve seen the movie, it lands
on Independence Day, 1997. We thought we
would go visit them first and try to get around
that blowing up the Capitol and the White
House business. [Laughter] This will help us
to determine whether and how and when we
should send human missions there.

The second thing we’re going to do, which
is very important to the high-tech industries
of the Pacific Northwest is to tear down the
barriers that block the development of our
space industry. Boeing recently announced
an innovative proposal to work with Russia,
Ukraine, and Norway to launch satellites at
sea. We’re going to continue to move for-
ward. We want to have free and fair trade
among economies in space, and we can do
that.

The third thing we’re going to do is to
make sure we use space to protect our na-
tional security, to maintain our freedom of
movement, to monitor threats in compliance
with our arms control treaties. All of this is
very important, and I want to say a special
word of thanks to the Vice President for his

leadership in space and for the environment,
in technology and for reinventing Govern-
ment; but especially today, to continue our
leading role in space.

Now, folks, there is this huge debate going
on in the country today, and I have to say
that we need to be sensitive to the real issues
here. If you look at the budget, if you look
at the education issue, if you look at the space
issue, there’s a huge debate: Are we going
to build a bridge to the future or a bridge
to the past? Do we believe we have to work
together to give each other the tools to make
the most of our own lives, to build strong
careers, strong families, strong communities,
and a strong country? Or, should we say,
‘‘You’re on your own?’’

I think I know what you believe. I think
you believe the First Lady was right: It does
take a village to raise a child, to build a com-
munity, to move a country forward.

Let me say again, I want you to help Gov-
ernor-to-be Locke, and support us in build-
ing a bridge to the 21st century where we
say to people who are going to be moved
from welfare to work, we want to help you
and support you to raise your children and
to succeed at work, because that is what we
want for all American families. And I have
a plan to create a million new jobs to help
move people from welfare to work. I want
you to help me build that bridge to the 21st
century.

I want you to support—the mayor men-
tioned it earlier—the other big factor in the
’94 elections that helped our friends in the
opposition win so many seats here in Wash-
ington and throughout the country was their
relentless assault on our anticrime legislation.
They said it was just designed to take your
guns away. They said that we had threatened
the rights of hunters in Washington, and
sportsmen, and women in Washington State,
and in my home State of Arkansas, to hunt
and to engage in other activities, and we
weren’t going to do anything to fight crime.
And they scared a lot of people into voting
for them in Washington and other places.

But they have a big problem in 1996.
We’ve had two hunting seasons come and go
since the last election, and there’s not a single
hunter in Washington State who is not still
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hunting with the same weapon he had in
1994. They didn’t tell them the truth.

But we did take 19 deadly assault weapons
off the street, and there were some people
who couldn’t get guns. Sixty thousand felons,
fugitives, and stalkers could not get handguns
because of the Brady bill. We were right;
they were wrong. Send them a message in
these races. Send them a message. And by
the way, I believe we ought to extend the
Brady bill. I don’t believe people who beat
up their spouses or their children should be
able to get handguns, either.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
that we can all walk across together. We
ought to be supporting our families. Hillary
and Tipper and the Vice President and I, in
our different ways, we’ve tried hard to help
families raise their kids and succeed at work.
We’ve worked hard to protect our children
from the dangers of advertising, distribution,
and sales of tobacco. We’ve worked hard to
increase safe and drug-free schools pro-
grams, to support people at the community
level who are doing everything they can to
keep our young people out of trouble.

We’ve worked hard with the entertain-
ment industry to put the V-chip in televisions
and to get TV programs rated, and to bring
more educational programming back to
prime time television. We are working hard
for the family and medical leave law, which
has now given 12 million American families
the chance to take a little time off from work
for the birth of a baby or a parent’s illness
without losing their jobs. These are impor-
tant. And if you give us 4 more years we want
to expand family and medical leave to say
you can have a little time off to go to a regular
parent-teacher appointment or a regular doc-
tor’s appointment with your children and still
keep your job. It’s been good for the econ-
omy. We have record numbers of new busi-
nesses, over 10 million jobs. It’s good for
America when people can succeed in taking
care of their family members and succeed
at work.

And finally, let me say, we have to con-
tinue our work to preserve our environment.
There are still 10 million American children
who live within 4 miles of a toxic waste dump.
If you give us 4 more years we’ll close 500
more so our kids will be growing up next

to parks, not poison. Will you help us build
that bridge to the 21st century? Will you ig-
nore the rain for 6 more weeks and 5 more
days and ask your friends and neighbors to
support us and to build a bridge to the fu-
ture?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, Tacoma.

Don’t lose your energy. Don’t lose your en-
thusiasm. Bear down. We need you. God
bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. at the
Tacoma Dome. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Brian Ebersole of Tacoma, and Bridget
Woods, student body vice president, Lincoln High
School.

Remarks in Yelm City, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President Hello, Yelm, hello! Wow!
Thank you for coming. Thank you. I love
your signs. Thanks for the Arkansas sign out
there; that was nice. I want to thank the band
for being here, and the choral group. There
you are. And I want to say when I finish
speaking—this group has written a song, they
want to play it for us. And so they’ve got
a little microphone over there, and I want
us to listen to their song. These kids have
done so much work, I think we should listen
to them and give them a little support.

Let me also tell you that I am delighted
to be here. I thank you for your warm wel-
come. I cannot believe the size of this crowd.
What’s the population of this community?
Two thousand?

Audience member. Two people.
The President. No, not two people—I

know that. Now, come on.
Let me also say to all of you that I’m hon-

ored to be here with the Vice President and
Hillary and Tipper, with our good friend
Gary Locke, who will be a great Governor
of Washington if you will help him for the
next 6 weeks and 5 days.

And I want to say that I’m just getting ac-
quainted with Washington State’s primary
system, but as I understand it, you throw ev-
erybody in and let them run. And I was really
impressed that our candidate for Congress
here, Adam Smith, got more votes than the
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incumbent Congressman. And I’d like to ask
him to come up here and just say a word
of hello to you.

Adam, come here.

[At this point, Adam Smith, Democratic can-
didate for the 9th congressional district in
Washington, made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you.
Ladies and gentlemen, I am so glad to be

here today. I’m glad to be back in Washing-
ton State. I told the big crowd—we had a
huge crowd in Tacoma this morning, and I
told them that yesterday and today, of all the
times I’ve been to Washington, yesterday and
today are the only times it has ever rained
on me in Washington State. Now I feel like
you’ve finally taken me in as one of your own
now that it’s raining on me like it rains on
you all the time. And I thank you.

Four years ago, we came to Washington
State and asked you to support our efforts
to change this country. We asked you to take
us on faith. We said that we could bring hope
back to America, that history was giving us
a remarkable opportunity to change this
country for the better, that we did not have
to put up with the conditions as they were,
high unemployment, stagnant growth, stag-
nant wages, rising crime, a dividing country,
a more cynical country.

And I can tell you that after 4 years this
country is in better shape than it was 4 years
ago. We are on the right track to the 21st
century.

Ten and a half million more Americans
have jobs; 41⁄2 million more Americans have
their own homes. Twelve million Americans
have been able to take some time off from
work without losing their jobs when a baby
was born or a parent was sick because of the
family leave law. Ten million Americans will
get an increase in their pay on October 1st,
when the minimum wage law goes into ef-
fect.

Twenty-five million Americans will have a
change to keep their health insurance be-
cause of the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill that
says you can’t have your health insurance
jerked or denied because someone in your
family has been sick or because you changed
jobs. This country is moving in the right di-
rection.

The Government’s deficit has been cut by
60 percent. It’s gone down 4 years in a row
for the first time since before the Civil War.
The crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row. The welfare rolls have been reduced
by 1.8 million; child support collections have
been increased by 40 percent—$3 billion.
And there are one million fewer crime vic-
tims than there were last year. We are mov-
ing in the right direction toward the 21st cen-
tury.

And I want to ask you to help America
make the right decision between building a
bridge to the future and reaching back to
build a bridge to the past, between saying
that ‘‘you’re on your own and we hope you
do fine, the Government’s always your
enemy,’’ and saying ‘‘it takes a village—yes,
the First Lady is right—it does take a village
to raise our children, to build strong commu-
nities, to build strong businesses, to build a
strong country. And we’re going to go for-
ward together into the 21st century.’’

I want to ask you to help me build a bridge
to the 21st century that all of us can walk
across by saying, first of all, we’re going to
have the finest educational opportunities in
the world for all of our children, no matter
where they live, in little towns or big cities.
I want you to help me mobilize an army of
reading tutors to go out and help parents and
schools, to make sure that we change the
conditions that exist today where 40 percent
of the 8-year-olds in this country cannot read
independently. In the year 2000 I want us
to be able to say any 8-year-old in America
can take out a book and say, ‘‘I can read this
all by myself.’’ And we can do that.

I want us to make a commitment that we
will hook up every classroom and every li-
brary in every school in the United States
to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web, so that
children can say, ‘‘No matter whether we live
in small towns or big cities, whether our dis-
tricts are rich, middle class or poor, for the
first time in history we all have access to the
same information at the same time in the
same way. America’s education system finally
is truly equal for all America’s children.’’ I
want you to help me do that.

I want us to be able to say that we have
opened the doors of college education to
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every single person who is willing to work
hard and do well—every American, without
regard to age or income should be able to
go. How are we going to do that? Let people
save through an IRA and then withdraw
without penalty to spend it on a college edu-
cation. Make the first 2 years of college in
a community college as universal in 4 years
as a high school diploma is today by saying
you can take off the cost of the typical com-
munity college tuition right off your tax bill,
dollar for dollar—a tax credit to educate peo-
ple for 2 years.

Finally, give people a $10,000 tax deduc-
tion for the cost of all college tuition. That
will build this country; it will strengthen us;
it will open opportunity for everybody. Will
you help us build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

The second thing we have to do, folks, is
keep this economy growing strong. I want
to have the right kind of tax cut, one that
is targeted to education, to childrearing, to
health care costs, to buying the first-time
home; we’re not imposing taxes on people
if they sell their home for a gain. But I want
these things paid for because we still have
to balance the budget without bankrupting
Medicare, Medicaid, or turning our backs on
education and the environment. We have to
invest in our future and honor our obligations
to the people that share this country with
us. And I want you to help me build that
kind of bridge to the 21st century. I hope
you will do that.

I want you to help me build a bridge to
the 21st century where we move people from
welfare to work and every able-bodied per-
son now on welfare is working. But we have
to create the jobs to do it. I have a plan to
work with your new Governor to put a mil-
lion jobs in America to move people from
welfare to work. And I want you to help me
build that kind of bridge. We want to lift
these kids up in poor families and lift their
families up and let them succeed at home
and at work, just the way you’re struggling
to do. And I want you to help me build that
kind of bridge.

I want you to help me build a bridge to
continue our fight to reduce the crime rate.
Yes, there are one million fewer victims. Yes,
crime has gone down for 4 years. But it’s

still too big, it’s still too much trouble, there
are still too many of our children in gangs,
too many of our children turning to drugs,
too much random violence. And I want you
to help me finish the job to complete putting
100,000 police on the street, to defeat those
in Congress who tried to cut our safe and
drug-free schools program, to do what we
can to make this a stronger country.

You know, 2 years ago, the State of Wash-
ington, in this congressional district and oth-
ers, led the country in embracing Mr. Ging-
rich’s Republican revolution. He told you two
things that weren’t so. He said that we’d
raised all these income taxes on working peo-
ple, and we were going to break the econ-
omy. Well, 101⁄2 million jobs later, we know
he was wrong. We’ve got the lowest unem-
ployment rate in 71⁄2 years.

He said their contract on America would
make a better place. And then they shut the
Government down when we refused to let
them wreck the Medicare program, break
Medicaid’s commitments to the old, the
poor, the disabled, and cut education and en-
vironment protection at a time when it’s most
important, along with raising taxes on 9 mil-
lion hard-pressed working families. When we
said no to that, you knew that there was no
revolution, that it was a reaction. And we
didn’t like it, and we weren’t going to put
up with it.

And they didn’t tell you about the fine
print of their contract on America when they
ran in 1994. Then they said in the area of
crime, ‘‘We’re going to be tougher on crime.’’
But what did they try to do? What did they
try to do? They tried to turn back on our
commitment to put 100,000 police on the
street. They tried to destroy our safe and
drug-free schools program. They tried to
eliminate the things that poor kids can say
yes to like summer jobs. They opposed the
assault weapons ban. And they told you that
the Brady bill was going to take guns away
from Washington hunters.

Well, guess what, folks. It’s been 2 years,
and we’ve got some friends in the loyal oppo-
sition here in the crowd, and I welcome them
here. I’m glad they’re here. But we ought
to ask them, when you told people to elect
all these Congressmen in Washington, that
these guys were going to lose their guns, how
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come we’ve been through two hunting sea-
sons and all the Washington hunters still have
their guns? But the crime rate has gone
down.

I’ll tell you who doesn’t have guns, the
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers who
couldn’t get handguns because of the Brady
bill. This is a safer country in the last 4 years
because of our crime program, and they
fought it.

I want you to help us build a bridge to
the 21st century with strong families and
strong, clean communities. I am proud of the
fact that we passed the family leave law, but
I think people should be able to get a little
time off from work to go to those regular
appointments with their children’s teachers
or take their parents to the doctor on a regu-
lar basis. That won’t bankrupt the economy.
It will make us stronger. I ask you to help
me build a country with stronger families.

I want you to help me see through our
efforts to stop the tobacco companies and
marketing it to our children. It’s illegal. I
want you to help me see through our efforts
to protect the safe and drug-free school pro-
grams. I want you to help me see through
our efforts to get more hours of children’s
educational programming on television and
give parents the V-chip and a rating system
so they can control the programs their young-
er children see. I want you to help me build
strong families. Will you help me build that
kind of bridge to the 21st century?

And finally, I want you to help me prove
that we can build a strong economy and pre-
serve our environment. Just 2 days ago we
reached an agreement to preserve the old
growth forests in Washington and Oregon,
and timber jobs are up in the last 4 years
since I’ve been President, not down. We
reached an agreement to restore the salmon
on the Columbia River in ways that will help
the economy and preserve our natural herit-
age. Yesterday we preserved 1.7 million acres
in southern Utah, the Cascade-Escalante Na-
tional Monument. It’s important.

We are going to have cleaner air, safer
drinking water, purer food, because this ad-
ministration believes that we don’t have to
roll back 25 years of bipartisan commitment
to environmental protection; we should build
on it.

Folks, we can grow the economy of Wash-
ington State by preserving the environment
in a smart way. And so I ask you—let me
just give you one example. We’ve cleaned up
more toxic dumps in 3 years than were
cleaned up in 12 years before us. But 10 mil-
lion American children—look at these chil-
dren here—10 million children still live with-
in 4 miles of a toxic waste dump. If you will
give us 4 more years, we’ll clean up 500
more, and we can say, ‘‘Our kids in America,
they’re growing up next to parks, not poison.’’
That’s the bridge we want to build to the
21st century.

So that’s the choice. For 6 weeks and 5
days, the Vice President and Hillary and Tip-
per and I, we’re committed to making this
a campaign of ideas, not insults. We don’t
want to ask, ‘‘who’s to blame;’’ we want to
ask, ‘‘what are we going to do about it?’’

And we want to ask you, each and every
one of you, to give us 6 weeks and 5 days
of hard effort, talking to your friends and
neighbors about what this election is about.
It’s about what these children will have in
America when they are our age. It’s about
what we will be like when we charge into
the 21st century. It’s about whether we’re
going forward with opportunity for all, re-
sponsibility from all, and a sense of commu-
nity in this country that says, if you believe
in the principles of the Constitution, the
Declaration of Independence, and the Bill
of Rights, if you’re willing to work hard and
be responsible, we’re going to build a bridge
to the 21st century that you can walk across
with us, hand in hand, arm in arm. A good
future, the best days are still to come.

Thank you, and God bless you. [Applause]
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. at Yelm
City Park. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Centralia, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you so much.

Thank you for waiting for us. Thank you for
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making us feel so very welcome. What a
beautiful, beautiful community this is. I love
this street. I love these stores. I love all your
signs. We do feel welcome to your village,
and we’re glad you’re here with us to build
that bridge to the 21st century. Thank you.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the mayor and the other local officials. Thank
you to the two bands that played so well for
us. Thank you very, very much. Thank you,
John Simpson, for your welcome and for the
power of your life’s example. Now when I
leave town I will not have taken any money
off you in a poker game, but I hope that won’t
weaken your support for the Clinton-Gore
ticket. We’re proud of you. Thank you, sir.
And thank you, Gary Locke, not only for run-
ning for Governor but for the good, positive,
constructive, progressive, future-oriented
campaign that you ran and that you will run.

Ladies and gentlemen, the partnership be-
tween the National Government and the
States is critical and will be more critical in
the next few years. We’re reforming the wel-
fare laws, for example, and giving the States
the power to design programs for able-bod-
ied people on welfare to have to work in re-
turn for support for their children. You want
people who care about those kids, who want
to bring those folks into the mainstream, who
have both compassion as well as a strong
work ethic. I think you know who should be
the next Governor of the State of Washing-
ton, Gary Locke.

Let me also say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President for what he said about
the fight we had last year with the leaders
of Congress—with Speaker Gingrich and
Senator Dole and those who were committed
to their Contract with America. I remember
well in 1994 when they went across the coun-
try and they won the Congress back. They
won as many seats in the State of Washing-
ton, including this one, as in any State in the
country. And they said a few clear things.
They said, ‘‘We have this Contract with
America, and it will move America forward.’’
They neglected to say they wanted to cut
education, they wanted to weaken the envi-
ronment, they wanted to raise taxes on the
poorest working people, they wanted to per-
mit people to raid their workers’ pension
funds, they wanted to abolish AmeriCorps,

abolish our student loan program, abolish the
safe and drug-free schools program. They
wanted to turn Medicare into a two-tier sys-
tem. They wanted to stop Medicaid’s guaran-
tee of health care to poor children, to preg-
nant women, to families with people with dis-
abilities, to the elderly in our nursing homes.
They left out all that fine print in 1994.

But when they took office we saw what
they wanted. They also attacked us for two
things. They said the economic program
which passed in 1993 raised the taxes of ordi-
nary Americans, their income taxes. It wasn’t
true. They said that the crime bill of 1994
was going to take guns away from the hunters
and sportsmen of Washington. And guess
what, that wasn’t true.

Well, now you’ve had 2 years to see them
and to see the results of our efforts. And what
I want to say to you is the country is going
to be looking at Washington State because
the voters of Washington State, by the nar-
rowest of margins in five congressional dis-
tricts, bought on to Mr. Gingrich’s and Mr.
Dole’s ‘‘Contract With America.’’ And now
you have seen the results. First of all, what
they told you about our program was wrong.
We have 101⁄2 million more jobs; they were
wrong. The deficit has gone down, not up;
they were wrong.

You’ve seen our crime bill. The crime rate
has gone down for 4 years in a row. We’re
putting 100,000 police on the street. Not a
single Washington hunter has lost a weapon
in 2 years. They did not tell the rural people
of Washington the truth. But 60,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers couldn’t get guns be-
cause of the Brady bill. We were right, and
they were wrong.

And in pursuit of their contract they shut
the Government down when we pleaded
with them to balance the budget in a humane
way. We said, ‘‘We’re for balancing the budg-
et. After all, we brought the deficit down,
and all of you voted against us. But we don’t
want to destroy Medicare or Medicaid or cut
education or turn our backs on our commit-
ment to the environment. We can’t raise
taxes on the poorest working people in Amer-
ica. We can’t allow a raid on our pension
funds. We went through that in the 1980’s,
and I saw too many people have their retire-
ment taken away. Let’s just balance the
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budget. We’ve got the agreed-upon savings.’’
And they said no; they shut the Government
down.

Now, folks, right here in Centralia you’re
going to be looked to all over America. Peo-
ple are going to ask, did the people of
Centralia, Washington, really vote for that
contract on America? Did they really vote
to stop the commitment to put 100,000 po-
lice on the street? Did they really vote to
end the safe and drug-free school program?
Did they really vote to deprive these fine
young people here of the opportunity to earn
their way through college by serving their
communities in the AmeriCorps program?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Did they really vote to end

our new college loan program, which is lower
cost and gives children better repayment op-
tions so that no one need fear going to school
because of the debt? They’re going to be
looking to you for answers, and I hope your
answer will be, ‘‘We’d like for Brian Baird
to be our Congressman.’’ And I’d like for him
to come up here and be seen.

[At this point, Mr. Baird, candidate for the
3d congressional district, made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Thank you. Folks, I want
you just to take a couple of minutes. You
waited a long time here today, and I want
to talk to you about the next 4 years. This
election will see the American people elect
the last President of the 20th century and
the first President of the 21st century. At a
time of enormous change in how we work
and live and relate to the rest of the world,
just think of it: Here we are in a beautiful,
traditional American town, a great Main
Street here, in a State where one in five jobs
is dependent upon our ability to trade with
people all around the world. This is a new
age.

Let me tell you, to the young people
here—there are young people in this audi-
ence who will soon be doing jobs that have
not been invented yet. Many of them will
do jobs that have not been imagined yet. You
will see miraculous medical discoveries. I’m
so glad we have this section here for our
friends who have come in wheelchairs. Do
you know that just a few weeks ago, for the

first time ever, laboratory animals that had
their spines severed had movement in their
lower limbs because of nerve transplants.
There are going to be things happening in
the next 10 or 20 or 30 years that we never
could have imagined. And we have to be in
the forefront. We recently agreed to under-
take with IBM—the United States and
IBM—to build a supercomputer—listen to
this—a supercomputer that will do more cal-
culations in a single second than you can go
home and do on your hand-held calculator
in 30,000 years.

The point I’m trying to make is that we
are going to see Americans with more
chances to live out their dreams and live up
to their God-given abilities than at any point
in the history of our great country if we make
the right decisions, if we build the right sort
of bridge to the 21st century, if we say we
want opportunity for all, responsible citizen-
ship from all, and everybody has a place in
our community. We want everybody, every-
body, without regard to where they start in
life, without regard to their race or their
background, if you will work hard and be a
good citizen, you’re a part of our country and
we want to walk over that bridge into the
next century with you. That’s what we have
to do.

I want us to build a bridge to the 21st
century with the best education system in the
world. I want every classroom and library in
America, from the smallest rural schools to
the most remote mountain villages to the
poorest inner-city schools to be hooked up
to the information superhighway by the year
2000, to the Internet, to the World Wide
Web so that we can say—think of this, here
in Centralia, think of this—we will be able
to say by the year 2000 for the first time in
our history, every child in America, no matter
where he or she goes to school, will have
access to the same information in the same
time at the same level of quality as any other
child in the richest school districts in the
country, everybody has access to it imme-
diately. Will you help me build that bridge
to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. I want us to build a bridge

to the 21st century where every young per-
son, every middle-aged person and every
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older person who needs it can go to college
and know that it can be paid for in a country
with opportunity for all, and here’s how I
want to do it.

Number one, I want every family to be
able to take out an IRA and save in it and
then withdraw from it to pay for college costs
without having any taxes to pay on it. Num-
ber two, number two, I want to make 2 years
of community college just as universal in 4
years as a high school diploma is today. And
it’s easy to do. Here’s how we’re going to
do it. We’re going to say you can deduct,
dollar for dollar from your tax bill, the cost
of the tuition at a typical community college
in America for up to 2 years. We will pay
the bill by lowering your taxes for how much
your tuition costs if you will just go and be
a good citizen, learn a lot, improve your skills
and make America stronger. We can revolu-
tionize America if we do it.

Number three, I propose to give a tax de-
duction of up to $10,000 a year for the costs
of all college tuition anywhere, undergradu-
ate, graduate, you name it, for old, middle-
aged, or the very youngest people. We need
to educate America, and we can pay for this
and still balance the budget. That’s what we
ought to do. Will you help me build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we keep growing jobs, 101⁄2 million
jobs in the last 4 years, record numbers of
new small businesses, record exports. We
have to keep doing that. We can do it if we
balance the budget and continue to invest
in education, technology, research, the envi-
ronment, protecting Medicare and Medicaid.
We can grow the economy. We can have a
tax cut targeted to education and childrearing
and medical expenses and buying that first
home and not taxing people when they sell
their homes on the gain they get from the
sale and still balance the budget. We can do
that. Will you help me do that and build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

I want to finish the job of making our
streets safer. Four years of declining crime,
1 million fewer crime victims in America—
I want to keep going down. That means we’ve
got to keep putting police on the streets of
communities like this one. We’ve got to keep
the safe and drug-free schools program and

tell those in Congress who want to get rid
of it and our support for the D.A.R.E. pro-
gram and other things like it, ‘‘We can’t turn
around. We’ve got to intensify our efforts
here.’’

We’ve got to toughen our efforts to try to
make our streets safer, but we also have to
do things that give our young people things
to say yes to, that give them hope: leaving
our schools open later, giving them opportu-
nities to work in the summer, improving the
educational opportunities of kids that are in
trouble, supporting AmeriCorps and giving
more young people the chance to work their
way through college and serve their commu-
nities and be good role models. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that makes more communities stronger,
like I see here today, starting with strong
families. I am very proud of the fact that the
first bill I signed was the family and medical
leave law. And I might add, it really is a clas-
sic example of the differences between my
opponent and his party and me. I signed it;
he led the fight against it. I brag on it, he
says we still made a mistake to sign it. Now,
you be the judge.

Here’s what the family and medical leave
law does. It says quite simply, if you work
in a business with 50 or more employees and
you need a little time off from work because
you or your wife is about to have a child—
your spouse is about to have a child or be-
cause your child is sick or because you have
a sick parent, you can take that time off and
not lose your job, because we know you need
to succeed at home and at work. That’s what
the law says.

Now, in 31⁄2 years, 12 million times, Amer-
ican families have taken advantage of that
law. Has it hurt us? No. We’ve got 101⁄2 mil-
lion more jobs. We’ve got record new busi-
nesses. We’ve got the healthiest small busi-
nesses climate in history. We made every
small business eligible for a tax cut, if they
invest more in their own business or if they
invest in health insurance. We made it easier
for them to take out retirement plans, but
we said, look, people have to be able to suc-
ceed at raising their children and at work.
That’s our objective as Americans. I want
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more of that kind of policy for America.
That’s the difference between us and them.
We know it takes a village. We know workers
should also be good parents. We know raising
children is the most important job of any so-
ciety, and we want you to support our ap-
proach to that. Will you help us build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And finally, let me say, to echo what the
Vice President said, we’ve got a cleaner envi-
ronment than we had 4 years ago. The air
is cleaner, drinking water standards have
been raised, safety standards for food have
been raised with the support, I might add,
of farmers in Washington and others
throughout the country.

We have cleaned up more toxic waste
dumps in 3 years than the previous adminis-
trations did in 12. We have saved our national
parks from an ill-advised scheme to sell some
of them off. Just yesterday, I announced 1.7
million acres of land being established as a
national monument in southern Utah, the
Grand Staircase-Escalante Monument.

We just completed a plan to restore the
salmon in the Columbia River. We just com-
pleted an agreement to protect the old
growth forest here, and timber jobs have in-
creased, not decreased, in the last 4 years.
Those who said that you couldn’t protect the
environment and maintain the strength of
rural communities were wrong.

But finally, let me say, we still have some
problems. This is an amazing thing. There
are 10 million children living within 4 miles
of a toxic waste dump. If you will give us
4 more years, we’re going to clean up the
two-thirds of those dumps that are the worst
so we can say of all of our children, our kids
are growing up next to parks, not poison. We
want to preserve our environment and grow
our economy. That’s the way to build a
bridge to the 21st century. Will you help us
build that bridge? [Applause]

Will you work for us for 6 weeks and 5
days and talk to your friends and neighbors
and make this a campaign of ideas, not name-
calling and insults? Will you ask people to
think about what they want America to look
like when their children are their age and
to vote for that kind of America? Let’s take
advantage of this season. Let’s create a sense
of community all over this country that our

elections make a difference, our votes make
a difference, and this time more than any
election in a very long time, we are voting
for the shape of the future and voting for
our children.

I ask you, as we look at these children—
there are some children back here that have
‘‘Centralia class of 2000.’’ I want them to
come up on this stage when I finish. I want
you to look at them, and I want you to think
about them every day between now and the
election and remember that’s what this is all
about. We need your help.

Thank you for being here. God bless you.
Stay with us. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at the
corner of Tower St. and Pine St. in downtown
Centralia. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Peter Corwin of Centralia, and resident John
Simpson who introduced the President.

Remarks in Longview, Washington
September 19, 1996

Thank you, Wow! Thank you way back
there in the back. Can you hear? [Applause]
Oh, thank you for waiting for us. Thank you
for making us feel so welcome in this stun-
ningly beautiful community. What a wonder-
ful place you have to live.

I want to thank right here at the outset
the people who have provided our music, the
R.A. Long and Mark Morris High School
bands. Thank you, bands, thank you. And the
Checkers—thank you. And I understand that
the R.A. Long football team is undefeated
and down here somewhere. Congratulations.
Thank you.

I’d also like to say a special word of thanks
to Axel Swanson, the student body president
at R.A. Long. Now, you just think about it,
he got up here in front of this big crowd,
and unlike me, he doesn’t do this all the time.
And I though he did a terrific job, and I was
really proud of him. You know, when I was
his age I had a chance to shake hands with
President Kennedy. It made an impression
on me I never forgot. But I was looking at
him today and I can tell you that today he
looks a lot more like a future President than
I did then. I liked it, and I hope he does
very well. Congratulations, Axel.
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I want to thank Brian Baird for presenting
himself for Congress. Ladies and gentlemen,
it’s hard to run for Congress these days. It’s
a hard and arduous task. And much to my
dismay, many of these races have become so
intensely negative and so difficult—often dif-
ficult to get idealistic young people to present
themselves. He has, and I am confident he
would do a find job representing you. I wish
him well, and I hope you will wish him well
and help him do well.

And to Gary Locke, let me say I was so
impressed with the race that you and your
other fellow Democrats ran in that primary.
You won a hard-fought, clean, honest, pro-
gressive, forward-looking race. You can be
proud of the race you just ran and the race
you are now running. And I hope you folks
will help to make Gary Locke the next Gov-
ernor of the State of Washington, to keep
moving forward into the 21st century.

You know, we’ve had a wonderful day
today, and I know we’re a little late, but you
wouldn’t believe the crowds we’ve seen all
along the road and everyplace we’ve stopped.
We began in Tacoma, where I believe we
had over 25,000 people. We went to Koy and
Yelm and Tenino and Centralia. And then
of course we were just in Kelso, and we
crossed the bridge—anybody here from
Kelso? [Applause] You could have fooled me;
I thought the whole town was along the high-
way back there. And I want to say to all of
you, you cannot imagine what a source of
encouragement it is to Hillary and Tipper
and to Al and me to see you out here, loving
your country, believing in its future, deter-
mined to play a role in its future.

Four years ago, when I came to Washing-
ton State, and the people of this State were
so good in voting for me and giving me your
electoral votes, I asked you to take us on
faith. I had never worked in Washington,
DC—the other Washington—before. I’d
been a Governor for 12 years who ran for
President because I didn’t like what was hap-
pening to my country. I didn’t like the high
unemployment, the low job growth, the stag-
nant wages, the unaddressed social chal-
lenges. I didn’t like the fact that we were
growing more divided and that people were
becoming ever more cynical about their po-
litical system. I didn’t think we became the

greatest country in the world and lasted for
over 220 years by having those kind of prob-
lems and those kind of attitudes. And I want-
ed to change.

I wanted to lead this country into the 21st
century with the American dream alive and
well for every single American willing to work
for it; with this country coming together,
bridging our divisions and mutual respect,
not diving; and with our country still the
strongest force for peace and freedom and
prosperity in the world. And I can tell you
that after 4 years, we’re in better shape than
we were 4 years ago and we’re on the right
track to the 21st century.

I welcome this debate with our opponents
over the next 6 weeks and 5 days because
it will be a clear picture of starkly different
approaches. You could hardly find two dif-
ferent platforms, two different programs, two
different records that were more opposite in
their views of what our purposes are as a
people and what our role in Washington is.
You see, we really do believe that it takes
a village; we don’t think you’re on your own.
We think here—Longview looks like a pretty
good village to us. We think you help each
other to make the most of your own lives.
We really do believe we must build a bridge
to the future; we can’t build a bridge to the
past. We really do believe that at this mo-
ment in history, if we do the rights things,
if we build the right kind of bridge, we can
make it possible for more people than ever
before in history to live out their dreams and
live up to their God-given potential. But we
have to do the right things.

It is not an accident that the unemploy-
ment rate is down, that the deficit has been
reduced by 60 percent, that we have an all-
time high in exports from Washington State
and the United States, that America’s auto
industry is number one again, that we have
101⁄2 million jobs, that we have 10 million
people about to get a pay increase when the
minimum wage goes up on October 1st. That
is not an accident. It is not an accident.

Finally, finally, we passed a meaningful
piece of health care reform that says if you
have to change jobs or if someone in your
family gets sick, you still can’t be denied
health insurance. It’s long past time when
we should have done that.
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It is not an accident that we made every
small business in America eligible to get a
tax cut if they invest more in their business
to hire more people, to grow the business,
to make America stronger, if they take out
health insurance. We made it easier for them
to take out retirement and to protect their
own retirement and their employees when
they move from job to job. That didn’t hap-
pen by accident.

It’s not an accident that 40 million Amer-
ican retirees and workers have more secure
pensions than they did 4 years ago. It’s not
an accident that tens of millions of us are
breathing cleaner air, that we have safer
drinking water standards, higher standards
for food safety, that we have saved the na-
tional parks from an ill-advised attempt to
sell some of them off, that this environment
is cleaner, that we’ve cleaned up more toxic
waste sites in 3 years than were cleaned up
in the previous 12. None of that is an acci-
dent. It happened because we changed the
direction of this country, and we’re on the
right track to the 21st century.

It is not an accident that the crime rate
has gone down for 4 years in a row. It is
not an accident that finally juvenile crime has
started to go down. It is not an accident that
the welfare rolls have gone down by 1.8 mil-
lion, that child support collections have gone
up by 40 percent, and that there are 1 million
fewer crime victims in the United States
today. That is not an accident. It happened
because we worked together, together to cre-
ate the conditions and to give you the tools
to make the most of your own lives. And now
we have to finish building that bridge to the
21st century.

I came here today to tell you that if you
will work with us for 6 weeks and 5 days,
if you’ll talk to your friends, your neighbors,
your family members, your co-workers and
you’ll help us build that bridge, then we’ll
give you 4 years in which we will roar into
the 21st century with opportunity, respon-
sibility, and a stronger American community
alive for all the people of this country. Will
you help us build the bridge? [Applause]

My fellow Americans, I want to build a
bridge to the 21st century in which we have
the finest education system in the world and
every classroom in every school in America

is hooked up to the information super-
highway, to the Internet, to the World Wide
Web. And if you’re not a computer expert,
I’ll tell you what it means. It means for the
first time in history, 4 years from now, if we
do our jobs, the children in the most remote
rural school districts, the children in the
poorest inner-city school districts, the chil-
dren in the small towns and the rich towns
and the middle class towns, all of our kids,
for the first time ever, will have access to
the same learning in the same time, at the
same level of quality for the first time ever.
Will you help us do that? [Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
in which we make college educations avail-
able to all Americans who want to go whether
they’re young or middle aged or older. If they
need to go back and get more education, they
ought to be able to do it. And I want to do
it in three ways.

First, more people saving more with IRA’s
and then you can withdraw from them with-
out any tax penalty if you’re going to use it
to educate yourselves or your children or deal
with health care or buy a first-time home.

Second, we want to make 2 years of edu-
cation after high school as universal in 4 years
from now as a high school diploma is today.
Every American—we know now—needs
more education. And here’s how we’re going
to do that. We’re going to let you deduct
from your tax bill dollar for dollar the cost
of the average tuition at the typical commu-
nity college in the United States—just take
it off your taxes, go back to community col-
lege, get that degree, move this country for-
ward.

Third, we want to give you a deduction
of up to $10,000 a year for the cost of tuition
at any college, any place in this country
whether it’s undergraduate school, graduate
school, a special program, you name it. If
you have to go back and get more education
and training to do better with your lives, even
if you’ve been out of school for years, you
ought to be able to do it. And we’ll support
you in doing it.

The second thing I want to do is to keep
this economy going. We can have tax cuts,
my fellow Americans, but they have to be
paid for and they ought to be targeted to
education, to childrearing, to buying that first
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time home, to dealing with medical emer-
gencies. You ought not to have to pay a tax
if you sell your home and you’ve got a gain
on it because it’s appreciated in value over
time. But we ought to pay for those things.

We have to continue our work to balance
the budget. Why? Because we have brought
the deficit down by 60 percent. That may
not mean much to you. Every time I leave
Washington, some political expert says,
‘‘Now, Mr. President, don’t go out there in
the country and start talking about reducing
the deficit. People only care about it when
the economy is in the tank. When the econ-
omy is doing well, it bores them to tears.’’

Here’s why you shouldn’t be bored. If we
bring the deficit down and we borrow less
money just to pay the Government’s bills,
then interest rates go down. For you that
means a lower home mortgage payment, a
lower care payment, a lower credit card pay-
ment. For business it means lower loan rates,
which means they can borrow more money,
hire more people, grow this economy, and
take us into the 21st century. We have to
balance the budget. We have to do it.

We can’t have a tax cut so big we under-
mine the economic recovery of the country.
What good would it do you to see this deficit
blown up? You get a tax cut on one hand
and turn around and have it taken away on
the other hand with a higher mortgage pay-
ment, a higher credit card payment, a higher
car payment, and fewer jobs in America.
We’ve got to keep this economy growing
until everybody that wants a good job has
one. We need to keep going. Will you help
us build that bridge to the 21st century? [Ap-
plause]

I want you to help us build a bridge to
the 21st century where we have security for
people. We have to continue to bring the
crime rate down. I am proud of the fact it’s
come down 4 years in a row. And I can’t
help but noting that right here in Washington
State, a lot of Congressional districts changed
hands and went to the other party in 1994
because the people in the other party came
out to small towns and rural areas in Wash-
ington, and they said, ‘‘The President and his
party voted for that awful crime bill, and
they’re going to take your guns away.’’

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. You need a doctor over
there? Send a medic over there, right back
there. We’ll be right there. Just keep your
hands held up. We’ve got the doctor back
there, right back there.

Now, remember this—in 1994, I remem-
ber them. I remember them going into all
these little towns and saying why the Presi-
dent voted to take your gun away, the Demo-
crats in Congress did. That crime bill is ter-
rible. It’s not going to do anything to bring
down crime.

Well, now we know. Four years later, we
have 4 years of a declining crime rate. We’re
halfway home in putting 100,000 police on
the street. We didn’t take a single hunter’s
rifle away from him in Washington State or
my home State of Arkansas. Everybody’s still
going into the woods with the same weapons
they had. But 60,000 felons, fugitives, and
stalkers lost their right to buy a handgun
under the Brady bill. We were right; they
were wrong. They were wrong about that.

And we need to keep going. We should
oppose their efforts to cut short the 100,000
police commitment. When you put more po-
lice officers on the street, knowing the neigh-
bors of the people, getting to know the kids,
encouraging young people to stay off drugs
and out of gangs and out of trouble—when
people work in partnership, they can drop
the crime rate dramatically. I have been to
community after community after commu-
nity where people gave up on it but where
the streets are now safe. And I don’t want
to stop until every American feels safe in
their homes, on their streets, in their schools,
in their places of work. We can do this. And
I want you to help me build that bridge to
the 21st century.

Let me also say that in every election peo-
ple always talk about family values. Well our
administration has tried to value families.
Tipper Gore has worked for 20 years to try
to create conditions in which people could
raise children without having them subject
to destructive influences from our larger cul-
ture. The First Lady has worked for over 20
years to try to help improve the conditions
of childrearing and health care for our young
children.
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We were the first administration in history
that took on the tobacco industry and said
it is illegal to sell cigarettes to young peo-
ple—no more advertising, marketing, and
sales to them. It is wrong.

The first bill I signed was the family and
medical leave law. It said simply you can’t
be fired if you have to take a little time off
for the birth of a child or the illness of a
child or a parent. Now, this is a classic exam-
ple of our differences. My opponent led the
fight against that law. He says today, we
made a terrible mistake to pass it, that it was
antibusiness. Well, if it was antibusiness, how
come we got 101⁄2 million more jobs and
record numbers of new small businesses?

It wasn’t antibusiness. People do better at
work if they know they’re doing right by their
kids at home. That’s what I mean by a village,
a bridge we can all walk across. And I’d like
to see the family and medical leave law ex-
panded just a little bit to say that people
shouldn’t lose their jobs either. They ought
to have a little time off to go to regular con-
ferences with their children’s teachers and
to be able to take their kids and their parents
to the doctor when they need to go. It will
make us stronger. It will be a good thing for
the economy.

The last thing I want to say is the Vice
President and I worked very hard to prove
that you could grow the economy and pre-
serve the environment and that in the end
you can’t grow the economy unless you pre-
serve the environment. I told you a few min-
utes ago we cleaned up a lot of toxic waste
dumps. That’s the good news. The bad news
is 10 million American children still live with-
in 4 miles of a toxic waste site. If you give
us 4 more years, we’ll get rid of the two-
thirds worst ones, 500 of them, so we can
say America’s children are growing up next
to parks like this, not next to poison. That’s
a big part of our bridge to the 21st century.

Now, I want to ask you again, I want you
to take the next 6 weeks and 5 days, go out
to your friends and neighbors, without regard
to their party, and say, let’s have a talk about
what we want America to look like in the
21st century. Let’s have a talk about what
we want America to look like when our chil-
dren are our age. Let’s have a talk about this
election because we’re electing the last Presi-

dent of the 20th century, and the first Presi-
dent of the 21st century. And let’s have a
talk about how we can build that bridge big
enough, wide enough, and strong enough so
we can all go marching across it together to
the best days America has ever had.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks in Woodland, Washington
September 19, 1996

Hello. Thank you. It’s a lot dryer than it
was the last time I was here, on Valentine’s
Day. I’m glad to see you all. And I am so
thankful that you’re out here. I don’t know
if you can hear, but the Vice President and
I are glad to be here, and we’re glad to be
here with Gary Locke and Monalea Locke,
and I hope—[applause].

Thank you so much for coming out.
Where’s Brian Baird? Is he here? Demo-
cratic nominee for Congress, Brian Baird.

Folks, when I was here after the flood, I
was so impressed with all of you—is this bet-
ter? Is it better? [Applause]

When I was here after the flood, I was
so impressed with all of you I talked about
it for months and months and months. And
I wrote a book to prepare for the campaign
to tell the American people what I wanted
to do in 4 more years and where I wanted
our country to go. And I have a couple of
mentions in that book of the day I spent here
with you, the people I met, and the impres-
sion you made on me. So I came back here
to thank you for what you did in demonstrat-
ing the best of America.

I want to introduce the Vice President. He
wants to say a word or two. And we want
to get out and shake hands, but in 6 weeks
and 5 days we’re going to elect the last Presi-
dent of the 20th century, the first President
of the 21st century. We have worked hard
to put this country on the right track. We
are better off than we were 4 years ago, but
we’ve got a lot left to do.

Will you help us build that bridge to the
21st century? [Applause]
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We need you. Thank you. God bless you.
We’re glad to be here. Say hello to Vice
President Gore.

NOTE: the President spoke at 7:03 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Brian Baird, candidate for
3d congressional district. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress on Angola
September 19, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since March 25, 1996, concern-
ing the national emergency with respect to
Angola that was declared in Executive Order
12865 of September 26, 1993. This report
is submitted pursuant to section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

On September 26, 1993, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to Angola, in-
voking the authority, inter alia, of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and the United Na-
tions Participation Act of 1945 (22 U.S.C.
287c). Consistent with United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 864, dated Septem-
ber 15, 1993, the order prohibited the sale
or supply by United States persons or from
the United States, or using U.S.-registered
vessels or aircraft, of arms and related mate-
riel of all types, including weapons and am-
munition, military vehicles, equipment and
spare parts, and petroleum and petroleum
products to the territory of Angola other than
through designated points of entry. The
order also prohibited such sale or supply to
the National Union for the Total Independ-
ence of Angola (‘‘UNITA’’). United States
persons are prohibited from activities that
promote or are calculated to promote such
sales or supplies, or from attempted viola-
tions, or from evasion or avoidance or trans-
actions that have the purpose of evasion or
avoidance, of the stated prohibitions. The
order authorized the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, to take such actions, including the pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations, as might

be necessary to carry out the purposes of the
order.

1. On December 10, 1993, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign As-
sets Control (OFAC) issued the UNITA (An-
gola) Sanctions Regulations (the ‘‘Regula-
tions’’) (58 Fed. Reg. 64904) to implement
the President’s declaration of a national
emergency and imposition of sanctions
against Angola (UNITA). There have been
no amendments to the Regulations since my
report of March 25, 1996.

The Regulations prohibit the sale or supply
by United States persons or from the United
States, or using U.S.-registered vessels or air-
craft, of arms and related materiel of all
types, including weapons and ammunition,
military vehicles, equipment and spare parts,
and petroleum and petroleum products to
UNITA or to the territory of Angola other
than through designated points. United
States persons are also prohibited from ac-
tivities that promote or are calculated to pro-
mote such sales or supplies to UNITA or An-
gola, or from any transaction by any United
States persons that evades or avoids, or has
the purpose of evading or avoiding, or at-
tempts to violate, any of the prohibitions set
forth in the Executive order. Also prohibited
are transactions by United States persons, or
involving the use of U.S.-registered vessels
or aircraft, relating to transportation to An-
gola or UNITA of goods the exportation of
which is prohibited.

The Government of Angola has designated
the following points of entry as points in An-
gola to which the articles otherwise prohib-
ited by the Regulations may be shipped: Air-
ports: Luanda and Katumbela, Benguela
Province; Ports: Luanda and Lobito,
Benguela Province; and Namibe, Namibe
Province; and Entry Points: Malongo,
Cabinda Province. Although no specific li-
cense is required by the Department of the
Treasury for shipments to these designated
points of entry (unless the item is destined
for UNITA), any such exports remain subject
to the licensing requirements of the Depart-
ments of State and/or Commerce.

2. The OFAC has worked closely with the
U.S. financial community to assure a height-
ened awareness of the sanctions against
UNITA—through the dissemination of pub-
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lications, seminars, and notices to electronic
bulletin boards. This educational effort has
resulted in frequent calls from banks to as-
sure that they are not routing funds in viola-
tion of these prohibitions. United States ex-
porters have also been notified of the sanc-
tions through a variety of media, including
special fliers and computer bulletin board in-
formation initiated by OFAC and posted
through the U.S. Department of Commerce
and the U.S. Government Printing Office.
There have been no license applications
under the program.

3. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
March 26, 1996, through September 25,
1996, that are directly attributable to the ex-
ercise of powers and authorities conferred by
the declaration of a national emergency with
respect to Angola (UNITA) are reported to
be about $227,000, most of which represents
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel.
Personnel costs were largely centered in the
Department of the Treasury (particularly in
the Office of Foreign Assets Control, the
U.S. Customs Service, the Office of the
Under Secretary for Enforcement, and the
Office of the General Counsel) and the De-
partment of State (particularly the Office of
Southern African Affairs).

I will continue to report periodically to the
Congress on significant developments, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

William J. Clinton
The White House,
September 19, 1996.

Remarks in Vancouver, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Van-
couver. Thank you for being here in such
wonderful numbers. Thank you for waiting
for us. We have had a wonderful, wonderful
trip all the way from Tacoma; we started this
morning in the rain. There were about
25,000 people there, and then the Sun came
out, and then the Sun went in, and the Moon
came out—[laughter]—and we came to
beautiful Vancouver. Thank you. Bless you.

Thank you, Gary Locke, for being with us
and good luck—we need you. I hope you’ll

help him become the next Governor of the
State of Washington. And thank you, Brian
Baird, for taking on this brave fight for Con-
gress. Congratulations on your great vote on
Tuesday. Stick with him, folks. This young
man can make it, and he’ll represent you
well.

Hillary and Tipper and Al and I, we’ve had
a wonderful visit in Washington State. It’s
great to be back. I was just up the road,
Woodland, where I came when the flood
came, you know, and I saw some of the peo-
ple I met there. I was so moved by the way
they responded to the flood, by what they
did, that I wrote about them in the book I
put out this year as part of telling the Amer-
ican people what I wanted to do for the next
4 years.

And I have to tell you—when I go around
to these communities in your wonderful
State, I see all of the children coming out,
full of hope for the future, I see all of you
come out, determined to play a constructive
role in this election, it is so different from
the way it was beginning to be 4 years ago
when we had a stagnant economy, rising
crime, a more divided country, and increas-
ing cynicism. Today, we’re on the right track
for the 21st century, and we need to stay
right on it.

My fellow Americans, this election in 6
weeks and 5 days is an election for the last
President of the 20th century and the first
President of the 21st century. But by far
more important, it’s an election that will
shape what America will be like when our
children are our age.

The questions I try to ask and answer every
day are: First, what do we have to do to keep
the American dream alive for every Amer-
ican, every boy and girl willing to work for
it? Second, what do we have to do to keep
our country coming together? We’re becom-
ing increasingly diverse and different. How
can we come together in mutual respect to
build the bonds of strong communities to
make a strong nation? How can we beat the
odds and not become like so many other
countries that are being torn apart by their
differences, their religious, their racial, their
ethnic, their tribal differences? That’s not
America. We need to be a strong community,
just like this is a strong community. And fi-
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nally, how can we keep on leading the world
for peace and freedom and prosperity?
We’ve worked on that for 4 years, with a sim-
ple strategy: opportunity for every American,
responsibility from every American, and a
real effort to build our community together.

Now I tell you, yes, we’re better off than
we were 4 years ago, and it wasn’t an acci-
dent. And yes, there are big differences be-
tween our opponents, the nominee for Presi-
dent, Senator Dole, Mr. Gingrich, and all of
them—we fought over many different issues
that we honestly disagreed on. They said if
our budget plan passed, it would bring on
a recession and increase the deficit; that’s
what they said.

Well, 4 years later we’ve reduced the defi-
cit 4 years in a row for the first time since
the 1840’s, we have 101⁄2 million new jobs;
our auto industry is number one; we have
record exports, record small businesses. I
think we were right. We’re moving in the
right direction. We’ll balance the budget if
you’ll give us 4 more years.

There’s been a lot of talk—a lot of talk
about crime. Well, folks, you never heard a
politician who was for crime, did you? I never
heard a politician give a speech saying, ‘‘I
really wish we had more crime.’’ Of course,
we’re all against crime, but what I found
when I came to Washington is, we’d had 6
long years of talks, and nothing but hot air
and nothing to show for it.

We passed a crime bill that our opponents
led the opposition to, to put 100,000 police
on the street, to have a ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’ law, to have much tougher pun-
ishment, to ban 19 kinds of assault weapons,
to protect hunting and sporting weapons. We
passed the Brady bill over their opposition.
What’s happened? Four years in a row, we’re
halfway home on 100,000 police; we stopped
them when they tried to repeal the 100,000
police; we took the assault weapons off the
street, 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
didn’t get handguns, but all the Washington
hunters still have their hunting rifles. I be-
lieve we were right, and they were wrong,
and we need to keep on going in that direc-
tion.

We’ve moved almost 2 million people off
the welfare rolls, increased child support col-
lections by 40 percent. There are one million

fewer crime victims in America today. We
are moving in the right direction. As the Vice
President said, while growing the economy
we’ve worked hard to make the air cleaner,
the drinking water and the food safer, to pro-
tect our natural resources and to expand
them.

Folks, we’re moving in the right direction.
And I want to ask you to help me build a
bridge to the 21st century where we keep
cleaning up the environment, where we keep
bringing crime down. If we bring it down
8 years in a row instead of 4, it’ll be about
low enough so we’ll actually be surprised
when we see a crime on the evening news
at night and our children will be safe on the
streets.

I want you to help me to keep building
strong families. One of the most interesting
issues of this election is that the first bill I
signed when I became President was a bill,
again, which was opposed by my opponent
and Speaker Gingrich. They led the opposi-
tion to it, the family and medical leave law.
They said it was bad for business, bad for
business to say you could have a little time
off when your baby is born, or your parent’s
sick, without losing your job. We did it.
Twelve million families have taken advantage
of it, and 101⁄2 million jobs later, we know
it was good for business. America is stronger
when we can raise our children and work and
succeed at the same time.

So I want you to help me do better. I’d
like to see people be able to take a little time
off to go to their children’s regular meetings
with their teachers, the parent-teacher con-
ferences, and take their folks to medical ap-
pointments, and we’ll be stronger because of
it. Will you help me build that bridge to the
21st century? [Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we keep this economy growing, where
we expand trade even more. Washington
State—because we’ve had over 200 separate
trade agreements, the people of Washington
are selling more airplanes, more computer
software, and apples from Washington for
the first time all the way in Japan. We need
more of that, and I will give you more of
it.

We need to balance the budget, and we
can cut taxes. But we only can cut the taxes
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that we can pay for balancing the budget.
Why? Because when we bring this deficit
down, it keeps interest rates down; it means
your car payment, your credit card payment,
your house payments are lower; it means
businesses can borrow money to hire people
to grow the economy. We have to continue.

We cannot have a tax cut that’s so big that
we have to have the Government start bor-
rowing more money again to drive up your
interest rates. Somebody gives you that kind
of a tax cut to go take it right back out in
higher interest rates for credit cards, car pay-
ments, and home mortgages, and businesses
won’t be growing again.

So yes, let’s cut taxes for education, for
childrearing, for medical care, for buying that
first-time home. Let’s don’t charge people a
tax on the gain when they sell their homes,
but let’s pay for it in a balanced budget. Let’s
do that.

Finally, let me remind you what is at stake.
We also have to balance the budget without
undermining our commitments to education,
to the environment, to Medicaid’s commit-
ment to little children, to the seniors in nurs-
ing homes, the families with disabilities, most
of them middle class families, without creat-
ing a two-tier system of Medicare that will
be unfair to our seniors. We can do that,
folks, without walking away from research.

I want you to think about this. We have
to balance the budget, but we do not have
to cut Head Start. We do not have to raise
taxes on the poorest working people. We do
not have to do it in ways that allow corpora-
tions to raid their workers’ pension funds. We
don’t have to do it in a way that abolishes
the safe and drug-free school program, the
AmeriCorps program, gets rid of direct stu-
dent loans which have helped millions and
millions of young people in this country.
They were wrong. Our way of balancing the
budget is better. And I hope you’ll support
it.

Will you help us build that bridge to the
21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Finally, most important of

all, most important of all, we’ve got to create
a bridge that all of our children can walk
across that gives every American without re-

gard to their age access to a lifetime of edu-
cational opportunity.

And I just want to mention two things.
Number one, I want to see every classroom
and library in America hooked up to the
Internet by the year 2000, hooked up to the
World Wide Web. I want to make sure that
children in small towns, children in inner-
city neighborhoods, children in Native Amer-
ican tribes on reservations—children every-
where—for the first time in the history of
this country have access to the same learning,
in the same way, at the same level of quality,
in the same time—everybody. It has never
happened. We can do it.

Will you help me build that bridge to the
21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And the second thing I

want to say is, I want you to help me make
a college education available to every single
American citizen who needs it. And we pro-
pose to do it with three simple steps.

First, let families save in an IRA, an indi-
vidual retirement account, and then with-
draw from it tax-free if they’re spending the
money on a college education for their chil-
dren or themselves.

Second, second, let’s make a commitment
that by the year 2000, at least 2 years of edu-
cation after high school, a community college
diploma will be just as normal, just as usual,
just as universal as a high school diploma is
today. We can do it.

Here’s how. I propose to let you take a
credit, just take it off your taxes, dollar for
dollar, for the cost of tuition at the typical
community college in America. You go find
the college, reduce your taxes by the tuition.
That way we’ll pay for everybody who needs
it to go to community college. And we can
do it and balance the budget.

And third, third, for people who want to
go to the 4 year colleges or to graduate
school—of any age—people that were work-
ing and have to go back—I think we should
allow you a deduction on your taxes of up
to $10,000 for the cost of college tuition
every year.

Will you help me build that bridge to the
21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
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The President. Folks, there are 6 weeks
and 5 days to this election. I have done every-
thing I could do to make this an election of
ideas not insults, to stop the old-fashioned
Washington politics of dividing people.
There was a sign at our last rally that said,
‘‘We don’t need division. We need vision.’’
And I believe that. We need more of that.

So I want to ask you: Will you take some
time every day that you possibly can between
now and the election to reach out to your
family members, your friends, your parents,
your children, your cousins, your uncles, your
aunts, your coworkers, the people you go
bowling with, the people you ate lunch with
and talk to them about what they want Amer-
ica to look like when we start that new cen-
tury?

I’m telling you, there is no nation in the
world as well-positioned as the United States
for the 21st century. It is there for us if we
build the right bridge. Our best days are
ahead if you will help us build that bridge
to tomorrow.

Will you do it?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless

you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:27 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks in Portland, Oregon
September 20, 1996

Thank you. Good morning, Portland.
Mayor Katz, Congresswoman Furse, Tom
Bruggere, Darlene Hooley, Mike Dugan.
Thank you all for being here with us. Ma-
dame Mayor and Congresswoman Furse,
thank you for making us feel so welcome in
Portland again. Maybe I come back here so
often because I like it. I must say, I have
to hand it to the Vice President. I didn’t think
anyone could keep a secret in Washington.
Al Gore cut a book deal with a book full of
secrets. It never leaked. Now he’s telling it
all, and he wrote the book under his own
name. Al Gore is doing for the Federal Gov-
ernment what he did for the macarena. He
is removing all the unnecessary steps.
[Laughter] Now, he’s got some funny names

here. He calls for performance-based organi-
zations—that’s sort of a boring title. I think
we ought to scrap that title and substitute
something more exciting, like ‘‘Trailblazers.’’
Would you like that? [Applause]

I want to thank Tipper Gore and the First
Lady, too, for some things they’ve already
talked about. You know, we’ve worked very
hard to improve the health care of the Amer-
ican people. That’s a big part of moving into
the 21st century, to immunize more children,
to increase medical research, to speed the
movement of drugs to market. In only 4 years
we’ve more than doubled the life expectancy
of people with HIV and AIDS in just 4 years,
as an example. Finally, we got the Congress
to pass the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill that says
to 25 million Americans, you can’t lose your
health insurance or have it taken away any-
more just because someone in your family
gets sick or because you change jobs.

And yesterday we had three big victories.
Congress did, as Hillary said, answer our call
to tell the insurance companies that
newborns and their mothers deserve at least
48 hours in the hospital. They can’t be kicked
out 8 hours after delivery anymore.

Congress responded to the work that Tip-
per Gore has been doing for years and years
and years, in a bipartisan fashion that also
included Senator Domenici from New Mex-
ico in saying that it is time to ensure that
people who need treatment for mental illness
get the treatment they need also and without
discrimination.

And finally, I want to say a special word
of thanks to the work that the Congress did
in our continuing efforts to be fair to veterans
and their families who have served us in for-
eign theaters and may have been exposed to
dangerous chemicals, when they provided
health benefits to veterans whose children
are born with spina bifida. Those were three
great things to do for America yesterday, and
I thank the Congress for doing it.

I’m happy to be back in Portland. I’ll never
forget what I saw here last spring when I
visited during the floods: the true spirit of
America, the pioneering spirit is alive and
well in Oregon. But I was glad to hear the
mayor remind me that you have 10 bridges
here, and in Oregon you want to build a
bridge to the 21st century.
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In 1992, the people of Oregon supported
the Vice President and me when we came
here and asked you to help us to put people
first and to change the direction of our coun-
try, to put America on the right track and
to change the way Government works, to
make sure that when we enter the 21st cen-
tury, as I look out at this sea of people, that
every one of you will enter a century with
the American dream alive and well for every
person who is willing to work for it, that we
will enter a century in which America is com-
ing together and embracing its diversity, not
being torn apart by it as so many other na-
tions are all around the world, and that we
would not run away from our responsibilities
to be the strongest force for peace and free-
dom and security in the world.

The best days of this country are still ahead
of us if we build the right bridge to the 21st
century. Now, in this election season you will
hear a lot of rhetoric back and forth and
maybe a lot of characterizations of people’s
motives. I’ve tried to stay away from that.
I don’t want to demean anybody. I want this
to be an election season of ideas, not insults.
I want to ask, what are we going to do, not
who can we blame. How are we going to
build this country and move it together.

But I must say, there are some facts that
you can’t get around. It is a fact that we have
101⁄2 million more jobs; the lowest unem-
ployment rate in 71⁄2 years; almost 41⁄2 mil-
lion new home owners; the deficit going
down for all 4 years of an administration for
the first time since before the Civil War, in
the 1840’s; a record number of exports;
record small businesses. On October 1st, ten
million hard-working Americans will get an
increase in their minimum wage. Every small
business in the country has been made eligi-
ble for a tax cut when they buy health insur-
ance or if they invest more money in their
business to hire more people and grow and
help America grow. The welfare rolls are
down by 1.8 million. Child support collec-
tions are up by 40 percent—$3 billion. The
drinking water is safer. The air is purer. Our
food standards are much higher. As the Vice
President said, just in the last week we have
reached an agreement to restore the salmon
on the Columbia River and an agreement to
protect the old growth forest in Oregon and

Washington. Just a couple of days ago I was
honored to proclaim a 1.7-million-acre na-
tional monument, the Grand Staircase-
Escalante Monument in southern Utah. We
are moving this country in the right direction.

And now we have to continue to build that
bridge to the future, a bridge where there
is opportunity for all, starting with the best
education for every single American. We
ought to be lifting our teachers and our stu-
dents up, not running our teachers down, as
some are doing in this election season.

I ask you to join me in helping every class-
room to be connected to the information su-
perhighway by the year 2000. If every class-
room is tied into the Internet and the World
Wide Web, we can make sure for the first
time in history that every child in America,
in the poorest rural district, in the most dev-
astated economic areas of the country, in iso-
lated inner-city districts, in middle class and
wealthy districts, that altogether, at the same
time, have access to the same information
in the same way. It’s never happened before.
Will you help us make it happen in the fu-
ture? [Applause]

I ask you to help me in opening the doors
of college education to all Americans who
want to go. In the past 4 years, we passed
the AmeriCorps program, and 50,000 young
Americans have built communities like Port-
land and earned their way through college.
We’ve revolutionized the student loan pro-
gram to lower the cost and improve the re-
payment terms so that anybody could borrow
the money and know they wouldn’t go broke
trying to pay it back. But now we have to
do more. I propose to make a college edu-
cation universal by doing three things.

Number one, saying you can save in an
IRA for years and years and then withdraw
from that IRA tax-free if you’re using it to
pay for a college education or a health emer-
gency or buying a first home.

Number two, saying we’re going to make
a community college education, at least 2
years of education after high school, just as
common and universal in 4 years as a high
school diploma is today. We need that to start
the new century. And here’s how we’re going
to do it. We’re going to say to Americans,
if you want to go to community college for
2 years, all you have to do is work hard, make
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your grades. You can take off your taxes, dol-
lar for dollar, the tuition cost at the typical
community college in the United States.

And number three, we want to say to all
students of whatever age in whatever college
in America, undergraduate and graduate, you
ought to be able to deduct from your taxes
the cost of college tuition up to $10,000 a
year.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
that keeps this economy going strong. That
means we have to pay for those tax cuts and
the tax cuts for childrearing, and for buying
and selling your home in the context of a
balanced budget that continues to invest in
education, in the environment, in research,
in technology, and protect our obligations
through Medicare and Medicaid. We can do
that if you will help us build that bridge to
the 21st century

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row, the juvenile crime rate is starting
to drop, the juvenile murder rate has come
way down. We are moving in the right direc-
tion, but I want to keep going. I want to re-
buff those in the Congress who are trying
to stop us from putting 100,000 police on
the street. We’re halfway home, I want to
finish the job.

I want to see us—we passed the Brady bill.
Now, we ought to extend the Brady bill. Sixty
thousand felons, fugitives, and stalkers have
not gotten handguns because of the Brady
bill. I think we ought to extend it to people
who beat up their spouses and their children.
They shouldn’t have handguns either.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we have a stronger American commu-
nity. I am very proud that the first bill I
signed after becoming President was the
family and medical leave law. Over the strong
opposition of the leaders of the other party,
we passed it. They said it would hurt the
economy. They said it would weaken busi-
ness. They said it would burden small busi-
ness.

Well, 4 years later, we have 101⁄2 million
new jobs, record numbers of new small busi-
nesses, record numbers of new businesses
owned by women and minorities, and 12 mil-
lion families have taken advantage of the
family and medical leave law, to have a child
born, to tend to a sick parent, a sick child,

a sick spouse. I’m telling you, we’re stronger
because we did that. And I want to see us
expand that.

I believe we ought to expand the family
and medical leave law to say that parents
should be able to go see their children’s
teachers on a regular basis and be able to
take their kids and their folks to the doctor
without losing their jobs. It won’t hurt the
economy, we’ll have a stronger economy
when people can care for their family mem-
bers.

And finally, we have a lot of work to do
in the environment to build the strong Amer-
ican community. Let me just mention one
thing. We have 10 million children still living
within 4 miles of a toxic waste site, even
though we’ve cleaned up more of them in
3 years than were cleaned up in the 12 years
before we took office. If you will give us 4
more years, we’ll clean up 500 more, so we
can say our children are growing up next to
parks not poison. Will you help us build that
bridge to the 21st century?

Now, let me tell you the reason we decided
to do this reinventing Government an-
nouncement here is because Oregon and
particularly the city of Portland have led the
way in proving you can have a Government
that actually works for people, that inspires
confidence, that gets results.

When we took office, the deficit was $290
billion a year and going higher. We had the
slowest job growth rate since the Great De-
pression. You have cheered for the achieve-
ments of the administration. You have
cheered for the things we want to do. We
cannot do these things, and we could not
have achieved what has been done in the last
4 years had it not been for the leadership
of the Vice President and our determination
to give you a Government that costs less and
does more. That’s what reinventing Govern-
ment does. It makes it possible for us to do
the other things that you have cheered for,
that you are working for here today.

And so I say to you, this book the Vice
President gives me today is a book that
Americans ought to be interested in. It says
we’re bringing common sense to Govern-
ment. In everything from hiring people to
buying things, we’ve eliminated double talk
and bureaucracy.
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Do you know when I became President,
if you wanted to buy—if a Government agen-
cy wanted to buy a $4 stapler, they had to
do $50 worth of paperwork. Now we can buy
a $4 stapler for $4. That’s $46 we can spend
on Head Start programs, on environmental
protection, on investing in medical research.

The second thing we’re doing is serving
people better. We have ended the era when
people could run for office, desperate to be
in Government, by just bad-mouthing Gov-
ernment. A lot of our friends on the other
side have amazed me; they bad-mouth and
bad-mouth and bad-mouth the Government,
but they can’t bear to live outside of it.

We have proved that you can make Gov-
ernment work. One woman from Sacramento
was so overwhelmed by the fast and friendly
service she got from the Social Security of-
fice, she wrote to tell us it left her, and I
quote, ‘‘dazed and confused.’’ She could not
believe that her Government would do any-
thing that well.

Well, we’re doing a lot of things that well.
The direct student loan program cuts the cost
of college loans, but improves the repayment
terms, says you can only be required to pay
it back as a percentage of your income. So
go on and borrow the money and go to col-
lege and give yourself a better life.

The SBA loan program, which has helped
us to start a record number of small busi-
nesses, has been cut down to one page. And
we have dramatically increased loans to
women and minority business owners with-
out undermining the quality. We’ve proved
that we can diversify educational opportuni-
ties and economic opportunities and achieve
excellence in both.

At the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Henry Cisneros has managed
to cut about $1,000 off the closing costs for
the average first-time home buyers and, in
a time of budget cuts, to initiate programs
that decrease homelessness in communities
all across America. We can make this Gov-
ernment work for you, and we’re determined
to do it.

Wherever they have been wiling to do it,
we’ve used businesses as partners. After all,
what we want is cleaner air, cleaner water,
safer food. We don’t want punishment. If

government and business can work as part-
ners, we want to do it.

And we want to be partners with commu-
nities. That’s what Oregon is all about. Let
me tell you, as you think about welfare re-
form, the partnership that the United States
has had with Oregon and with the city of
Portland can be a model for how we can
make welfare reform work. I signed that bill
because it has a new bargain for people on
welfare. It says, we’ll continue to have a na-
tional guarantee for health care, for nutrition
for children. If you go to work, we’ll spend
more than ever on child care. But we’re
going to give the money that used to be in
the welfare check to the States so they can
develop community-based systems, not only
to give income to people but to move able-
bodied people into the work force.

The only way that can be done is if there
is a community-based system where people
are committed to going out and challenging
employers and saying, okay, we’ll give you
some help to do it, but you’ve been cussing
the welfare system all these years, now hire
these people, give them a job. We’ll support
them with child care and education. That has
to happen in the communities of America,
and we trust Portland to do it. We trust Or-
egon to do it. You can lead America’s way
in doing it.

So yes, reinventing Government means
doing more efficient things. It means doing
better things. It means doing with less. It also
means improvements in Medicare and Med-
icaid, in our educational programs, in our
support for small business, in our environ-
mental protection. It means improvements
in our national parks, not selling them off,
and it means help in emergencies.

I want to say that one of my proudest
achievements as President is reforming the
Federal Emergency Management Agency. It
has become such a disaster itself that Con-
gress even considered abolishing it. But as
Portland, as Oregon, as Washington State
saw during the flood, as California saw in
earthquakes and fires and floods, as we saw
in the Middle West where they had a 500-
year flood and in the hurricanes along the
Eastern Coasts of America, we have an
Emergency Management Agency today that
works with people on the ground and helps
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people and helps communities to rebuild
their lives. That is something that is worth
fighting for.

So, I want to ask you to support us in this
effort. I want you to know that when we bal-
ance the budget in 2002, we’re still going to
be spending more money on education and
research and protecting the environment. So
we’re going to have to have a smaller and
more productive Government. We’re going
to have to privatize organizations that can
now work better in the private sector, like
Sallie Mae. We’ve got the direct student loan
program. They need to be able to do some
other things as well.

We want hundreds of organizations to be-
come performance-based, to be trailblazers
in increasing productivity and making their
customers happy. I don’t want people to be
dazed and confused if they’re well-served by
the Government, like that lady in Sacramento
was.

Let me give you one example—very im-
portant in Oregon and every State with a
high-tech base. We want the patent office
to become performance-based. Today when
an inventor applies for a patent, it takes al-
most 600 days for the inventor to get it.
When we get done, we’ll be able to give them
those patents in 60 days, one-tenth of the
time. That means more progress for America,
more new jobs, more advances in high tech-
nology.

And finally, we want to use technology to
open Government to people more. Today I
want to announce that the White House
home page, which many of you have already
used on the Internet—see that sign ‘‘Port-
land wants Socks’’—even my cat has a place
on our home page. [Laughter] Now, we’re
going to make it a one-stop gateway to Gov-
ernment service. From now on, you can use
the home page at the White House to apply
for a passport, ask about veterans’ benefits,
even to buy postage stamps. Transactions,
forms, information, it’s all there. And it won’t
be like waiting in a line. There are no lines
online. This is an example of what we can
do to save money, serve you better, and free
up money not only to balance the budget but
to invest in our children’s future.

If you want to build a bridge to the 21st
century with a strong economy, good schools,

safe streets, a clean environment, healthy
children, successful families and commu-
nities, you must join us in this commitment
to say we can make our Government work
for all the people. Will you help us build that
bridge in the next 6 weeks and 4 days? [Ap-
plause]

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at
Lownsdale Square. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Vera Katz of Portland; Senatorial can-
didate Tom Bruggere; and House of Representa-
tive candidates Darlene Hooley and Mike Dugan.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 14
In the morning, the President traveled to

Raleigh, NC. In the afternoon, he returned
to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President presented
the President’s Medal of Freedom to Rosa
Parks in the Oval Office. Later, he attended
two Democratic National Committee recep-
tions at the Mayflower Hotel.

September 15
In the morning, the President traveled to

Des Moines, IA. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had a telephone conversation
with President Boris Yeltsin of Russia to wish
Mr. Yeltsin well in his upcoming heart sur-
gery.

In the afternoon, the President attended
a reception at a private residence in Norwalk,
IA, and then traveled to Indianola, IA. In
the evening, he returned to Washington, DC.

September 16
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Cincinnati, OH. In the evening, he returned
to Washington, DC.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Dr. Phillip A. Sharp to the National
Cancer Advisory Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lorraine Weiss Frank to the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Steven Alan Bennett to the Board
of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Shirley M. Hufstedler as Chair of
the Commission on Immigration Reform.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Karen Shepherd to be U.S. Execu-
tive Director of the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ronald Kent Burton and D. Mi-
chael Rappoport to be members of the Board
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental Policy Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rhetaugh Graves Dumas and
Bette O. Kramer to be members of the Na-
tional Bioethics Advisory Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard W. Bogosian to the Rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of service
as Special Coordinator for Rwanda and Bu-
rundi.

The White House announced that the
President will address the 51st Annual Ses-
sion of the United Nations General Assembly
in New York, NY, on September 24.

September 17
In the morning, the President met with

Members of Congress in the State Dining
Room of the White House to discuss recent
events regarding Iraq. Later, he traveled to
Ypsilanti, MI, where he toured the William
D. Ford Career Technical Center. He then
traveled to Westland, MI.

In the afternoon, the Present traveled to
Flossmoor, IL. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he was interviewed by Barbara
Walters of the television news program ‘‘20/
20.’’

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals to the
Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy

Center for the Performing Arts: James A.
Johnson, Ronald I. Dozoretz, Ann Dibble
Jordan, Cappy R. McGarr, Miles L. Rubin,
and James D. Wolfensohn.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lane Kirkland to serve on the
Board of Directors of the Institute of Peace.

The President declared a major disaster in
Maryland and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding as-
sociated with Tropical Storm Fran on Sep-
tember 6–9.

September 18
In the morning, the President traveled to

Grand Canyon National Park, AZ.
In the evening, the President traveled to

Seattle, WA. Later, he attended a Demo-
cratic National Committee dinner at the Co-
lumbia Tower Club.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard J. Tarplin to be Assistant
Secretary for Legislation at the Department
of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Joseph M. Hauer to the Advisory
Committee on the Arts of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts.

The White House announced that the
President welcomed the Guatemalan accord
on Strengthening Democratic Institutions
and the Role of the Military in Civil Society.

September 19
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton embarked upon a 2-day campaign
bus tour and traveled to Tacoma, WA. In the
afternoon, they traveled to Centralia and
Longview, WA.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Portland, OR. Later, they
attended a Democratic National Committee
gala and reception at the Portland Hilton
Hotel.

The President congratulated the 1996 win-
ners of the Department of Commerce’s Tele-
communications and Information Infrastruc-
ture Assistance Program grants.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Melvin E. Clark, Jr., and Kathleen
Elizabeth Willey to be members of the Unit-
ed Service Organization, Inc. Board of Gov-
ernors.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Judy Jolley Mohraz to be a member
of the U.S. Naval Academy Board of Visitors.

The White House announced that the
President will visit Australia November 19–
23 in advance of attending the meeting of
APEC Economic Leaders which will be
hosted by President Ramos of the Philippines
at Subic Bay on November 24–25. He will
then visit Thailand on November 26.

The White House announced that the
President announced a new national policy
that is the first post-cold-war assessment of
American goals and activities in space.

September 20
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Sioux Falls, SD. In the
evening, they returned to Washington, DC,
arriving after midnight.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 14

Charles A. Gueli,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Institute of
Building Sciences for a term expiring Sep-
tember 7, 1999, vice Walter Scott Blackburn,
term expired.

Submitted September 17

Ronald Kent Burton,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring
October 6, 2002 (reappointment).

Lorraine Weiss Frank,
of Arizona, to be a member of the National
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2002, vice Margaret P.
Duckett, term expired.

D. Michael Rappoport,
of Arizona, to be a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring
October 6, 2002 (reappointment).

Karen Shepherd,
of Utah, to be U.S. Director of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development,
vice Lee F. Jackson.

Submitted September 19

Joseph Lane Kirkland,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace for a term expiring January 19,
1997, vice Allen Weinstein, term expired.

Joseph Lane Kirkland,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace for a term expiring January 19,
2001 (reappointment).

Submitted September 20

Richard J. Tarplin,
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services, vice Jerry D.
Klepner, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 16

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s planned participation in
the 51st session of the U.N. General Assem-
bly

Released September 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry
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Released September 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt, and Clinton/Gore ’96 Press
Secretary Joe Lockhart

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the Guatemalan accord on Strengthening
Democratic Institutions and the Role of the
Military in Civil Society

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the Burundian authorities announcement
on lifting the ban of political parties and re-
storing the National Assembly

Announcement of the President’s letter to
Speaker Newt Gingrich on legislation pro-
hibiting possession of firearms by domestic
violence offenders

Released September 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
announcing the President’s upcoming visit to
Australia, the Philippines (APEC), and Thai-
land on November 19–26

Fact sheet on national space policy

Released September 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry and Senior Policy Ad-
viser to the Vice President Elaine Kamarck
on the National Performance Review

Transcript of a press briefing by Clinton/
Gore ’96 Press Secretary Joe Lockhart and
White House Director of Political Affairs
Doug Sosnik on the 1996 campaign

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 16

H.R. 3269 / Public Law 104–195
To amend the Impact Aid program to pro-
vide for a hold-harmless with respect to
amounts for payments relating to the Federal
acquisition of real property, and for other
purposes

H.R. 3517 / Public Law 104–196
Military Construction Appropriations Act,
1997

H.R. 3754 / Public Law 104–197
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1997
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